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POLICING IN CHISLEHURST 

The Future of Chislehurst Police Station 

I would like to thank the members who, feeling 
sufficiently concerned about the future of the 
Police Station in Chislehurst, wrote to the Home 
Secretary and our local MP. Those letters must 
have lent valuable support to the letter which the 
Chislehurst Society sent to the Home Secretary in 
October 1998. 

This letter argued the case for a positive police 
presence in Chislehurst - the retention of its Police 
Station. Copies of this letter were sent to Mr 
Tony Blair, Mr William Hague, Sir Paul Condon 
(The Metropolitan Police Commissioner), Mr Eric 
Forth, Superintendent G Howlett and Councillor 
Mrs 1 Wykes OBE. 

In November, following our Road Stewards' 
meeting, another letter was sent to Superintendent 
Howlett with copies to Mr lan lohnston (the 
Assistant Commissioner, Metropolitan Police) and 
Mr Eric Forth. This letter supported the proposal 
made by our Home Beat Officer, PC P Spowage, 
that should the Police Station be closed, its use as 
a mUlti-purpose building might be considered; a 
building which would serve the police-force and 
perhaps many community groups, organisations 
and societies in need of accommodation, thereby 
using its central position in the village to good 
effect. 

We are most indebted to our MP, Mr Eric Forth, 
for his support and the representations he has made 
on behalf of his constituents and the Chislehurst 
Society. Since November he has kept me regularly 
informed of his correspondence and meetings with 
Superintendent Howlett, Mr Ian lohnston and the 
Home Office; and in mid-December he questioned 
the Home Secretary in the House: " .. . how should 
I explain to the people of Chislehurst that closing 

.,. 

their Police Station will make policing III their 
community more effective?" . 

Earlier in the debate the Home Secretary had 
supported the Police Commissioner's "strategy of 
moving to borough-based policing, and putting the 
emphasis of policing where it belongs - at the local 
level" . In a lengthy reply to Mr Forth's question, 
Mr Straw stated that the budget changes had not 
yet been established. 

The position is clearly this; the Government's role 
is to allocate funding to police-force areas, and the 
Chief Constables of those areas have to decide how 
best to use their allocation. Underfunding by the 
Home Secretary is forcing the Metropolitan Police, 
and many other police authorities, to review all 
items of cost. A reduced budget, together with the 
need to provide best value for money, and the 
present level of use that is being made of the 
Police Station in Chislehurst means that closure of 
the Station remains highly likely. 

Ms Kate Hoey, the Minister responsible for the 
Metropolitan Police Service, wrote to Mr Forth in 
November: ". .. the future of Chislehurst Police 
Station is an operational matter for the 
Commissioner alone to decide upon. Government 
Ministers have no power to intervene in 
operational police matters. The Commissioner 
tells me that the closure of Chislehurst Police 
Station is still being considered". And in 
December: " ... no final decision has yet been 
taken on the closure of Chislehurst Police Station. 
The closure of any police station is an operational 
matter for the Commissioner". 

I have neither received acknowledgement nor reply 
to the Society's letter to Mr lack Straw; no direct 
response from t!i.e Home Office; and our letter to 
the Police Commissioner was answered by 
Superintendent Howlett, who, in October, had 
written to Mr Forth: " ... the decision to close an 



existing police station or open a new police station 
in South East London would rest with the Assistant 
Commissioner, Mr Ian Johnston". 

In response to this letter Mr Forth met Mr 
Johnston in mid-November; and in his reply to me 
in December, Mr Johnston writes of 
Superintendent Howlett considering proposals " . .. 
in discussions around the possible future of the 
Police Station in Chislehurst" . 

The deciding game is in progress; but in whose 
court is the ball? 

Henson Davies 

Police Sponsorship 

The suggestion of sponsoring the police services 
was first made by PC P Spowage when he 
addressed the Society's Executive Committee's 
July meeting; and in October the Committee 
received an invitation from him to sponsor a 
training course, and personal safety equipment 
relating to two motorcycles which had been 
acquired from another source. 

In reply, the Executive Committee "felt that a 
decision regarding sponsorship was largely 
dependent upon the future of the Police Station in 
Chislehurst; and as a registered charity, the 
Chislehurst Society would have to consider 
carefully and confirm its legal position regarding 
sponsorship in general. The Committee also felt 
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that it should initially gauge the response of 
members and residents ... at the Road Stewards ' 
meeting at the Pop-In Parlour, Chislehurst, on 21 
November 1998" . 

There was little support for the notion of police 
sponsorship at that meeting; the general feeling 
was that members wished to know the future of the 
Police Station before making a decision, and 
affirmed that any decision regarding sponsorship 
could only be ratified by members at an AGM. 
PC Spowage had given the assurance that he would 
continue to be the Home Beat Officer for the 
Chislehurst area, no matter what decision was 
made concerning the future of the Station. 

Henson Davies 
Neighbourhood Watch 

The old, faded, Neighbourhood Watch signs are 
being replaced systematically by the new ones with 
the Meerkat logo. This work is being carried out 
at weekends only, so it will be some time before 
the exercise is completed. Ms Diane Wright , the 
Borough Co-ordinator, informed me that the first 
AGM of the new-style Neighbourhood Watch, was 
to be held in the Great Hall , Civic Centre, 
Bromley at 7pm on Wednesday 24 February 1999. 

It is hoped that there was a good turn-out for this 
important meeting, and that all co-ordinators were 
able to attend. 

Henson Davies 

THE CHISLEHURST MILLENNIUM COMMITTEE 

A Report by John Durrant, Chairman 

Introduction 

A number of people had expressed concern that the various organisations who were considering proposals 
for recognising the Millennium might find that their projects competed with each other. Equally, it was 
possible that the milestone could pass without Chislehurst holding any notable events. 

The Rotary Club of Chislehurst agreed to send out invitations to approximately 180 local clubs, 
associations, schools and businesses, to attend an initial meeting to form a co-ordinating committee. 
Meanwhile, J Sainsbury agreed to ask customers to complete a questionnaire to discover what projects they 
would like to see. The response was very positive and our committee was established. 

Purpose 

The principle purpose of our committee is to co-ordinate, encourage, promote and generally help with 
projects being undertaken in our area. In addition, we will endeavour to undertake other projects that 
appear to receive community suppor!, that may not otherwise be undertaken. 
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Members 

Our Executive Committee consists of the following, who have specific responsibilities : 

Councillor Mrs J Wykes OBE - President 
John Durrant - Rotary Club of Chislehurst - Chairman 
Lady Christine Ryrie - Commons Conservators - Environment 
Bruce Hum - Chislehurst Society - Cultural 
Roy Hopper - Chislehurst Society - Heritage 
Elaine Alford - Red Hill School - Schools Liaison 
David Temple - Churches Together - Spiritual 
Steve Pursey - J Sainsbury - Treasurer/Funding 
Bemard Holley - Chislehurst Town Centre - Public Relations 
Dr Roger May MBE - District Chairman, The Scout Association - Youth Groups 

Each of the above also has the support of a sub-committee . 

We wish to include every sector of the community, and would be grateful to know of any group that may 
have been inadvertently omitted. 

Projects 

It is very difficult at this stage to provide a detailed programme, but the following projects are being 
considered: 

Carnival/Fair 
Chislehurst Nature Walks 
Tree Planting ..... . 
Information Centre 
Landscaping Eyesores 
Art Competition/Exhibition 
Music Productions 
Drama Productions 
Poetry Competition 
Book of "Memories of Chislehurst" 
Assisting Roy Hopper with 20th Century History of Chislehurst 
Heritage Days 
Memorabilia Exhibition 
Heritage Map of Chislehurst 
Social Get-Togethers . . 
Songs of Praise .. . .. 
Web Site for Chislehurst 
Community Fair 
Charity Project 

to be held on Saturday 17 June 2000 
one for each season throughout 2000 
. . ... . ... . ... sites to be found 

in preparation for the Millennium 
. . ...... Sunday 11 June 2000 

In addition we will be supporting various youth and school projects. 

One project to be considered at this stage is the Newsletter. This could provide an opportunity for 
organisations to publicise their activities, and would contain a list of contact names and 
addressesltelephone numbers, to make local organisations more accessible. It may well be possible to 
encourage one of the senior schools or colleges to edit and produce this. 

Any conflict with existing newsletter-type publications, such as the Chislehurst Report, could be avoided 
by providing a community information page relating solely to millennium matters, to be inserted in the 
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publication before delivery . Additional costs might be met through appropriate sponsors or advertisers. 
An editor, to collate the information from other sources, would be needed. It is envisaged that such a 
newsletter would be produced quarterly. 

Finance 

We are looking into how the projects can be financed, particularly from Millennium grants. 

Conclusion 

At this stage the Churches are very well organised but it would appear that other organisations still have 
much to do. Over the next two months my committee will be attending many meetings to focus attention 
on our projects, and plan accordingly . 

TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT 

In 1996 the London Borough of Bromley (LBB) 
commissioned Hillier Parker to review all the 
shopping centres in the Borough. As a result the 
latter recommended the concept of Town Centre 
Management (TCM), be extended to a number of 
other town centres including Chislehurst at the 
beginning of 1998. 

LBB sees the continued prosperity of town centres 
as being crucial to the Bromley economy. In their 
words "TCM is a partnership formed of 
representatives of the public, private and 
community sectors to effectively manage and 
promote a town centre to enhance its vitality and 
viability" . 

The area covered is the High Street, Burlington 
Parade, Belmont Parade and Royal Parade. The 
Society was invited to join as a founder member 
and Gerald Wright, Chairman of the Society'S 
High Street Sub Committee, is our representative. 

Other community bodies represented are the 
Chislehurst & St Paul's Cray Commons 
Conservators, the Chislehurst Village Residents 
Association. Trading members are representatives 
of Chislehurst Chamber of Commerce, Royal 
Parade Traders Association, leading multiple 
retailers and the Burlington Parade Post Office. 
The group is completed by Councillor Mrs loan 
Wykes and PC Spowage, the Chislehurst Beat 
Officer. 

The Chairman in the early months was the Town 
Centre Manager, Mr Kevin Morris of LBB . Given 
the pressure on his time - this is only a small part 
of his LBB role - the Chairmanship has now been 

lohn Durrant 

taken over by Mr Steve Pursey, Manager of J 
Sainsbury. 

The group has defined its task as "To provide an 
attractive and vital village centre with an 
appropriate range of uses and activities with 
convenient access and car parking". 

Key achievements and activities to date have been: 

The extension of the "Bromley in Bloom" 
flower baskets to the High Street and Burlington 
Parade, and the collection of funds for the 
project 

A survey of the trees in the High Street in order 
to protect and enhance their health 

A review of traffic signs with a proposal for 
action by LBB 

Contribution to a review of parking III the 
Royal Parade area 

Participation in the planning of the Chislehurst 
Millennium Celebrations including the 
circulation of a questionnaire in shops to seek 
public views, and finally 

The purchase and installation of new lights for 
the yew tree outside the Church of the 
Annunciation. 

Among the future activities under discussion are: 

A project for new Christmas Lights in 1999 

The mounting of a market research programme 
among Chislehurst shoppers in spring 1999 



The production of literature to put Chislehurst 
on the map, and 

A continuing support for Mr John Durrant's 
Committee who are planning the Chislehurst 
Millennium Programme. 

The Society already makes a considerable 
contribution to the work of the town centre group 
outside of the meetings: Pat Howley undertook the 
tree survey, Derek Nash worked on the signs 
survey and the Society made a donation of £200.00 
to the Flower Basket Fund. 

All ideas and views on how the shopping areas 
could be developed and promoted are welcome, as 
indeed are offers of help! There is now a forum in 
which ideas can be discussed, developed and 
implemented, and it is up to all of us to make it 
work successfully . 

ADVANCED 
DRIVING 

Children receive road 
safety training throughout 
their time at school. via 
the Chislehurst Road 
Safety Officer, Rosemary 

Gerald Wright 

Tullett. and their teachers. But when was the last time 
YOU did any? Bromley Council is soon to run a series 
of Advanced Driving Courses, at only £21 for six weeks 
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of tuition. Find out more by 
contacting Rosemary or any other 
Road Safety Officer at the Road 
Safety Unit by phoning: 

0181 313 4546. 

NATIONAL TRUST LECTURES 1999 

Thursday 11 March 
Beatrix Potter, Peter Rabbit and the National Trust 
Audrey Menhennet 
2.30pm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chislehurst 

Thursday 25 March 
The Glories of Kew 
Laura Ponsonby 
8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 
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Thursday 8 April 
Galapagos - The Enchanted Isles 
Ralph Todd 
2.30pm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chislehurst 

Thursday 22 April 
Annual General Meeting 
with Guest Speaker Paul Pontone, Regional Public 
Affairs Manager, Scotney 
8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 

Thursday 13 May 
Work/Leisure in the Victorian Country House 
Peter Street 
2.30pm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chislehurst 

Thursday 27 May 
Van Dyck - His Years in England 
Hilary Williams 
8pm The Highway School, The Highway, 
Orpington 

Thursday June 24 
Fenton House and Life with the National Trust 
Derek J ackson 
8pm The Highway School, The Highway, 
Orpington 

Thursday 22 July 
Operation Neptune 
Richard Offen 
8pm St Olaves Grammar School, Goddington 
Lane, Orpington 

Thursday 12 August 
Two Pottery Ladies - Clarice Cliff & Suzie Cooper 
Jean Martin 
2.30pm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chislehurst 

Thursday 26 August 
Wild Flowers of South East England 
Sue Buckingham 
8pm Crofton Hall, Orpington 

Thursday 9 September 
The Canadian Rockies 
Joyce Alsop and Ron Stubbings 
2.3Opm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chislehurst 

-- "" 
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Thursday 23 September 
Mendelssohn, Scott and Turner - Fingal's Cave 
Janet Canetty-Clark 
8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 

Thursday 14 October 
A Magic Lantern Show 
Rosemary Gill 
2.30pm Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, 
Chis lehurst 

Thursday 28 October 
Dulwich Picture Gallery 
Charles Leggatt 
8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 

Thursday 25 November 
Collections at National Trust Properties 
Tom Burr 
8pm Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, 
Orpington 

All enquiries: 01689 832911 

BIRD WALKS IN PETTS WOOD AND 
HAWKWOOD 

Once again this spring, there will be the 
opportunity to participate in the very popular Bird 
Walks in our local National Trust property. They 
will take place on Saturday mornings 10 April and 
15 May, and will cover most of Petts Wood and 
Hawkwood . The walks last about five hours over 
a distance of about 4'/2 miles and are particularly 
suitable for beginners in bird identification. There 
is no charge but places are limited, so for further 
details and to reserve your place telephone the 
leader, Ken Palmer, as soon as possible on 01689 
822646. 

WALKS IN PETTS WOOD AND 
HAWKWOOD 

On Friday 21 May at 2pm, David Clarke, the 
National Trust Warden, will lead a walk through 
Petts Wood and Hawkwood. Tickets, price £3 .50, 
may be obtained from The Box Office, The 
National Trust, Scotney Castle, Lamberhurst, Kent 
TN3 8JN (Telephone after 1 April 1999 - 01892 
891001). Cheques should be made payable to 
National Trust (Enterprises) Ltd, and accompanied 
by a stamped, addressed envelope. 

TRIAL AND TRIBULA TION 

For a trial period of six months (which started last 
November), the Council has decided that members 
of the public may have the opportunity to address 
Planning Committees in support of, or against , 
planning applications. Full details of this facility 
are sent by the Council to those who submit 
planning applications and to those who make 
written representations on them. 

The Crown Garage 

The recent application by Shepherd Neame, the 
Faversham-based brewery, for a change of use 
from a garage to additional restaurant and 
accommodation facilities at the Crown Garage, 
adjacent to its public house in School Road, gave 
rise to an unprecedented number of letters of 
objection. Co-incidental to the application had 
been Shepherd Neame's decision not to renew the 
lease on the garage to the owner of the business -
seemingly without regard to the much appreciated 
local service it provides, the loss of livelihood to 
the proprietor, and the forced redundancies of his 
staff. 

Unfortunately, vitally important as these matters 
are to those affected, such concerns cannot be 
taken into account by those whose job it is to 
determine planning applications. Undaunted by 
this , Mr David Calver (on behalf of the garage 
owner), in the three minutes allowed, addressed 
the Planning Committee at its meeting on 7 
January 1999 and strongly urged the members to 
reject the application. He was followed by a 
representative of the brewery who presented a case 
for allowing the application. 

In the ensuing debate by the Committee, 
Councillor Katy Boughey, our Ward Member on 
Planning & Development Control, conscious of, 
and sympathetic to the concerns of the many 
customers and of those who provide a valuable 
service to them, spoke against the application. 
Regrettably, however, there were no grounds in 
planning terms, on which the proposal could safely 
be rejected. Had it been refused, an appeal to the 
DoE against this decision could not only have led 
to it being allowed, but also to costs being awarded 
to the appellants by reason of the Council's misuse 
of its planning powers. 

Prior to the fateful date of the planning decision, 
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our Chairman wrote a personal letter to the 
Managing Director of Shepherd Neame, asking 
that the strong local concerns and the plight of 
the garage owner and his staff be given priority 
over other commercial considerations. The 
response, which did not arrive until after the 
permission for the change of use had been given, 
rejected this plea and, significantly, went on to 
say that the company would be applying for 
consent to demolish the building. If this should 
indeed be the proposal, there may well be sound 
planning reasons for its rejection as demolition of 
a building within a Conservation Area may not 
be allowed if the proposed replacement building 
will not have the effect of either preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance of the 
Conservation Area . 

Tony Turner 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 

Traffic Calming 

As many of you will have heard, the traffic 
calming scheme for the Watts Lane/Manor Park 
Road area received its [mal approval by the 
Borough's Environmental Services (Operations) 
Sub-Committee on 3 November 1998. Despite 
the last minute arguments put forward by the 
Chislehurst Roads Action Group on behalf of 
motorists, the Committee decided that traffic 
calming was needed and this view was supported 
by many local residents. 

Work is well under way on the kerb alterations 
part of the scheme, which was approved last 
July. The construction of the remaining calming 
works is scheduled to be completed by March. 
The area will then reap the benefit of traffic 
moving at a reasonable speed. 

The 726 Bus Route 

We lost the fight to retain the route complete 
from Heathrow to Dartford, in spite of support 
from our local MP, Eric Forth, and a 
considerable amount of protest from the Dartford 
and Bexley areas. The route will be reduced, 
from Heathrow to Bromley only, terminating in 
Bromley North. A small consolation is that the 
269 bus route will be increased from three to five 
buses per hour during weekdays. Apparently, a 
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new route, 429, Bromley - Chislehurst - Bexley -
Bluewater will start in March. 

Ken Chapman 
Footnote: 

There have been many reports m local 
newspapers about this matter, and also some 
details of changes to other local bus routes. It is 
noted that Bexley Council is to appeal once again 
to the Transport Secretary, John Prestcott, in an 
eleventh-hour attempt to get him to intervene and 
see that this strategic bus route is continued . 

TELEPHONE KIOSKS - PRICKEND POND 

In June 1998 a planning application was made to 
the Bromley Council Planning Department by 
British Telecom for one telephone kiosk "outside 
the Queen's Head Public House". 

Views before and after the kiosk was removed 

Although opposed by the Society, permission was 
granted; magically one modem kiosk was cloned 
into a pair, and worse, they were placed on 
commons land destroying our precious view of 
the pond from the High Street. Both the Society, 
individual members, and the Commons 



Conservators vigorously opposed their placing, 
and after many months of wrangling they have 
finally been removed. 

We now only have four telephone kiosks in the 
High Street, but should they all be in use at once, 
there are doubtless many mobile phone users who 
would be happy to microwave their brains for us 
in an emergency! 

Pat Howley 

SOCIAL AT THE BULL'S HEAD 

Another successful Social was held in the 
Ballroom on 6 November 1998, and was attended 
by some 90 members and friends of the Society. 
The food was good, the company congenial, and 
the highlight of the evening was an illustrated 
talk by Roy Hopper on "Arts and Crafts Houses 
in Chislehurst". There is a large number of 
these, many by notable architects, ranging in date 
from the 1870s to the 1930s, and in scale from 
houses such as the very large "Cookham Dene" , 
designed by Sir Aston Webb in the 1880s for his 
brother. Edward Alfred Webb, to quite small 
estate cottages of the Edwardian period, designed 
by E J May for estate workers of the Lord of the 
Manor, Robert Marsham-Townshend. Many fine 
houses by Ernest Newton and Amos Faulkner are 
to be seen in Camden Park Road and Wilderness 
Road, where William Willett attempted to 
develop housing estates in the grand Victorian 
manner. Holbrook Lane reveals a wide variety 
of houses by several different architects, all built 
in the 20th Century. Here, among further 
examples of May's work, is the only house in 
Chislehurst by C H B Quennell , whose main 
body of local work can be seen in Bickley. 
Mead Road has examples by May, Newton, and 
Sir Ernest George, in a setting that in many ways 
echoes Holbrook Lane and Wilderness Road. 
The surviving wealth of good quality, stylish 
Arts and Crafts houses in the area, thus 
displayed, came as a revelation to many of those 
present. Since this event, it is understood that 
the speaker has been engaged in further research 
on the subject, which has led particularly to an 
enhanced interest in the work of E J May . 
Thanks go to all who helped to make this event 
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such a success. 
JT 

POLICING - Postscript 

We have now received a letter from the 
Metropolitan Police Committee, the Home 
Secretary's advisory board, in response to the 
letter sent to Mr Straw in October 1998 . 

The Metropolitan Police Committee apologise for 
the delay of this response and writes ... "The 
Metropolitan Police have been made aware of the 
depth of feeling which exists over this issue" ie . 
the future of Chislehurst Police Station. 

The letter then outlines the financial resources 
across the Metropolitan Police District and states 
that, in cash terms, up to £I .24 billion in 
additional funds will be made available to the 
police in England and Wales over the next three 
years against this year's budget. By achieving 
the targets for efficiency improvements set by the 
Home Secretary , the police can reinvest the 
savings to help meet spending pressures and 
policing priorities . 

It then continues . .. "It is an operational matter 
for the Commissioner and his senior colleagues 
how to deploy resources approved by the Home 
Secretary across the Metropolitan Police District 
in order to meet the agreed objectives in the 
annual Policing Plan . In this context the future 
of Chislehurst is a matter for the Commissioner 
alone to decide upon, as Government Ministers 
have no power to intervene in operational police 
matters". this, of course, echoes Ms Kate 
Hoey's letters of November and December to Mr 
Eric Forth MP. 

Clearly it is a matter of priorities: how to use the 
funds available to achieve set targets. The future 
of Chislehurst's police station rests with the 
Commissioner who will make his decision "with 
regard to the deployment of staff after 
considering all the relevant information. This 
includes submissions from local Divisional 
Commanders" . 

Henson Davies 

Chislehurst Report is a publication of the Chislehurst Society (Registered Charity No . 298413) 
The Society has some 5000 Members & actively seeks more. Please address enquiries about the Society to: 

The Chislehurst Society, PO 80x 82, Chislehurst, «ent 8R7 5TT 
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