








CHISLEHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Income and Expenditure Account for year ended 31st December 1972

1971 EXPENDITURE 1972 1971 INCOME 1972
£p 5 £p £p £p
10.97 To Postage ... 13.91 117.04 By Members’ Subscriptions 195.84
85.64 Printing ... 50.83 3.61 Donations 7.75

3.68 Stationery 8.85 95.39 Proceeds of May Queen Celebratlons... 51.26
23.26 Hire of Halls PRI 5 o < | 3.54 Bank Interest on Deposit Account 1.23
5.60 Advertising 6.16 — Profit on Social Evening 17.81
5.85 Affiliation Fees ... 5.55 Fee for advert. in Cockpit ... 2.50
91.88 May Queen Celebrations ... 61.98 78.28 Excess of expenditure over income —
8.22 Loss on Social Evening —
4.76 Honorarium - 5.12
50.00 Donations: Water Tower Seat Fund —_
5.00 Goods Yard Fighting Fund —
3.00 Royal Masonic Hospital ... —
—_ Excess of income over expenditure 101.26
£297.86 £276.39 £297.86 £276.39
Balance Sheet at 31st December 1972
£p £p £p £p
151.74 Balance Brought Forward ... 73.46 39.85 Balance in Bank Deposit A/c. 41.43*
78.28 Deduct excess of expenditure over income = — 32.66 Balance in Current AJc. . 133.29
—_ Add excess of income over expenditure 101.26 95 Cash with Hon. Treasurer ... —
£73.46 £174.72 £73.46 £174.72

*Includes £14.46 held for May Queen Joint Committee

Accounts audited and found correct
K. A. MESSETER, Honorary Auditor, 3.2.73

CHISLEHURST MAY QUEEN JOINT COMMITTEE

(Chislehurst Residents' Association and Chislehurst and Sidcup Branch Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men)
Statement of Receipts and Payments 1972

R. W. OBLATH,
Honorary Treasurer.

1971 PAYMENTS 1972 1971 RECEIPTS 1972
£p £p £p £p
6.00 Hire of Halls 5.00 8.10 Donations 3.00
13.75 Postage and Printing 12.00 21.97 Sale of Programmes 16.55
8.00 Advertising 3.08 32.32 Collections from public 20.71
5.50 Hire of Sound Equlpmenl 6.00 6.00 Refund of hire deposit 6.00
8.00 Hire of Field Eqmpment 8.00 — Collection from parents, Hayes F estwal 3.00
3.00 Insurance 3.00 — Fee for attendance at fete, Elmstead
27.20 Transport 4.00 Lane ... 2.00
3.10 Affiliation Fee, Ha.yes Festlval 3.00 27.00 Refund from orgamscrs of B:ddenden —
9.00 Prizes .. 7.90 Spectacular 5 —_
.80 May Garland -— — Excess of payments over recexpts 10.72
5.00 Children's Tea i —_
53 Performing Rights P —
— Petty Cash Disbursements ... 10.00
2.00 Donation, Boys' Brigade ... —
3.51 Excess of receipts over payments —
£95.39 £61.98 £95.39 £61.98
Balance at 31st December 1972
£p £p
Balance brought forward from 1971 ... 25:1% Excess of payments over receipts 10.72
Balance in hand in General Account... 14.46
£25.18 £25.18

CHISLEHURST WATER TOWER (COMMEMORATIVE SEAT APPEAI:.. FUND) ACCOUNT
Statement of Receipts and Payments 1972

PAYMENTS £p RECEIPTS £p

Ordna.nce, Survey extracts 1.00 Balance brought forward from 1971 w573
Photo copaes .40
Balance in hand 31st De:ember 1972 234,33

£235.73 £235.73

P



Modern Chislehurst bears several reminders of its
Imperial past—the years of the last century when a
French Emperor and Empress lived at Camden
Place with their gallant son, the Prince Imperial.
Today there is still a Prince Imperial Road in
Chislehurst, an Empress Drive, Imperial Way, Royal
Our telephone

Parade and an Imperial Arms.

number 467 reflects in numbers the IMP of our
former Imperial exchange. Here, in the centenary
year of the Emperor's death, is another look at
Chislehurst's Imperial story. Pictured below: the
Prince Imperial’s funeral procession crossing Chisle-
hurst Common in 1879 with (inset) Queen Victoria
and the Empress watching the cortege leave Camden.

The Prince Imperial of France at Chislehurst
by T. A. Bushell

Much nonsense has been written locally in recent
years concerning the Prince Imperial and in view
of the interest of a wide section of the public it
might be well to recount some aspects of his life.

His parents, the Emperor Napoleon III of France
and the Empress Eugénie, paid an official visit to
Queen Victoria at Windsor in April, 1855, when
the Empress is said to have taken the Queen aside
to comment on the fact that a number of children
had been born to the British throne, whereas France
was without an heir.

What advice was given by Queen Victoria will
never be known, but it was clearly good advice
for on March 16, of the following year the guns
boomed out in salute to the birth of a Prince
Imperial of France. As was to be expected, the boy
was much pampered and cosseted. He was given an
English nanny, whose training must have helped
him in exile in later years. He was put into uniform
almost before he could walk. Thus we find him
with his father and the Army of the French at
Sedan just before the capitulation of September 2,
1870-—the defeat that brought the Second Empire

to a sudden end. The Prince, being but 14 years of
age, was ordered to leave while there was yet time
and did so, making his way through Belgium to
England. There he was able to join the Empress
after she had been driven out of Paris by an enraged
populace to whom the capture of a whole army
and the surrender of an emperor proved too much.

Mother and son were offered refuge at Camden
Place in Chislehurst and moved there on August
20, 1870, to be followed by the Emperor upon his
release in March of the following year. As was to
be expected, life was tedious in Chislehurst after
the gaieties of the Second Empire. The exiles oc-
casionally watched cricket and took part in local
events. They sometimes walked on the commons
when the Emperor distributed largesse to such
children as they might meet. He died on January 9,
1873, the centenary of which event in this present
year was marked by a visit of 130 Frenchmen and
women, members of ‘“Les Amis de Napoleon III”.

On March 16, 1874, the Prince came of age. It
was a colourful day in Chislehurst. The bells of the
old church rang out and the railway station was

-
~
g




decorated. The tricolour of France flew above, and
in. the waiting room was hung an inscription,
wreathed with laurel and violets, reading “Vive le
Prince Imperial, 16 mars 1874”. The commons
“looked like a banlieue parisienne en féte”. There
were two bands to entertain the crowd and 6,000
Frenchmen filled huge marquees within the grounds
of Camden Place. Chislehurst had put out its bunt-
ing and, at night, was illuminated with Chinese
lanterns.

The parishioners presented an address, too long
to repeat in full, *“To His Imperial Highness Prince
Louis Napoleon—May it please Your Imperial
Highness, We. the Inhabitants of Chislehurst, do
most earnestly congratulate Your Imperial Highness
on the attainment of your Majority. We pray God
to guide and protect you, giving you wisdom, health
and strength to fulfil the mission we firmly believe
you will be called to . . .” and much more. Rather
flowery we would think today, but fully in accord
with the sentiments of Victorian times. The Prince
replied on the same day expressing his gratitude
for the kind consideration which had so continu-
ally been shown to the Imperial family since it took
up its residence at Camden Place.

The young Prince, who was a cadet at the Royal
Military Academy at Woolwich, was bursting to
accompany his fellows to the Zulu War and indeed
did so, but only as an observer “neither in the
Army, nor of it”. On June 1, 1879, he accom-
panied a reconnaissance party into open country in
search of the next day’s camping site. The officer-
in-charge, Lieut. J. B. Carey, failed to set proper
lookouts and, when surprised by a small group of
Zulus, galloped away, leaving the party to fend for
itself. The girth of the Prince’s horse broke under
the strain of hurried attempts to mount and he was
left to face the Zulus on foot and alone. Two
shots from his revolver missed and he was speared
to death by assagais. Two other members of the
patrol also met their deaths. Still galloping, Lieut.
Carey was stopped by senior officers on the out-
skirts of the camp, miles away. He was court mar-
tialled and faced the death penalty, but the
Empress, saying that this might make another widow
but would not help either herself or her son, asked
for the sentence to be quashed. A technicality was
found and this was done.

When the body was recovered it was found that
all the wounds were in front and also that the
Zulus, although stripping off the clothing, had left
the medals on the corpse, as their custom was not
to take the ornaments from the bodies of brave
men who died fighting. General Sir Evelyn Wood,
visiting the scene after the close of the war, dis-
covered some of the Zulus who had taken part in
the attack and was told that if the fugitives had
but turned to defend themselves the pursuit would
have been stopped.

The Prince’s body was brought by sea to
Woolwich and then to lie in state at Camden Place.
On July 12, 1879, a great concourse of people
gathered on the commons for the funeral. Con-

temporary writers estimated about 100,000 people
for, it must be appreciated, the manner of the
Prince’s death raised strong feeling both in England
and abroad. Six royal princes were among the pall
bearers. Representatives of the French Senate and
Chamber of Deputies attended. Queen Victoria
remained with the Empress at Camden Place. The
gun carriage was provided by the Royal Regiment
of Artillery.

The Empress wished to build an abbey as a
suitable resting place for the royal dead in Chisle-
hurst, but could not obtain the necessary land and
was thus forced to look elsewhere. The bodies of

The Prince Imperial

the Emperor and of the Prince were transferred,
with military honours, to St. Michael’s Abbey at
Farnborough, Hants, on January 9, 1888.

Two monuments to the Prince Imperial remain
in Chislehurst. The cross on the commons, near
Prince Imperial Road, was erected by public sub-
scription, and bears an extract from the Last
Testament of the Prince thanking the Queen and
People of England for the hospitality accorded him.
The other monument is a recumbent effigy recessed
in the south (east) wall of St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church. The violet emblem and the golden
bees of the Bonapartes are evident on both.

Queen Victoria erected a monument to the
Prince at Windsor and the Royal Artillery officers
and cadets erected another at the Royal Military
Academy at Woolwich. They thought so much of
this that when the Academy was removed fo
Sandhurst, the Prince’s monument was similarly
transferred. ’ ’

The Chislehurst parish magazine of July, 1879,
hoped that England would “reverently cherish a
grateful remembrance of the unfortunate young
Prince who, during his years of exile, so thoroughly
identified himself with English interests and so
signally gained for himself England’s high opinion™.
That was the contemporary view and nothing has
since happened to change it.



Tom Bushell:

Qur chairman for the past 12 years, Mr. T. A.
Bushell, has announced he will retire from this
position at the 1973 annual general meeting on
April 17. It will be a sad farewell to a man who
has served Chislehurst and the Residents’ Associa-
tion outstandingly. But . . . at the same meeting,
several amendments to Association rules will be
submitted for approval. One of them provides the
possibility for a brand-new official, a President, of
Chislehurst Residents’ Association. Could this prove
to be a happy coincidence?

Still an active 74, Tom Bushell began his volun-
tary work in Chislehurst back in 1911, when he
joined the committee of the Annunciation Boys’
Club. In 1914 he became a Red Cross orderly at
the Abbey Lodge VAD hospital in Lubbock Road;
later joined the Chislehurst Volunteer Corps and
then the Army. He was wounded and invalided
home from France in August, 1918. Since then his
offices have been, as local papers used to say, “too
numerous to mention”.

In summary, there have been Chislehurst Athletic
Association, the United Services Fund, the British
Legion, Chislehurst Camera Club, the Kent County
Society, the local Scouts Association, and Toc H,
of which he has been an active member since 1924.
He joined Chislehurst Ratepayers’ Association on
its formation in 1933, and was appointed vice-chair-
man after it had become the Residents’ Association,
later becoming chairman in 1961. He was a Rate-
payer councillor on the former Chislehurst and
Sidcup Urban District Council between 1946-49;
has been chairman of the Chislehurst May Queen
Committee since 1961; and for about 50 years, with
one break, has been a sidesman at St. Nicholas.

Locally he has also established himself as Chisle-
hurst’s historian. He lectures frequently on the
subject, and has written several local booklets,
including Chislehurst Church and Napoleon III and
Chislehurst. His larger works include Kent, Our
County and two full-scale nautical histories con-
nected with his career with Royal Mail Lines.
Easing off his local work now will enable T. A.
Bushell, author, to write more books. He already
has two with the publishers. V. L.

The Vice-Chairman writes: A native of Chislehurst
with strong family connections in the district, Tom
Bushell moved in 1931 to Green Way, which was
part of the first major development in Chislehurst
since Victorian times. It was then still something of a
feudal village, with a reputed 11 millionaires living
here. Not everyone, to say the least, welcomed the
new houses and occupants, who were encouraged
to form a Ratepayers’ Association. Tom was a
founder member, but was more tied up with his
Toc H activities in those days. His war years were
spent in Somerset with the M.O.T. where his enthu-
siasm as Captain in the Home Guard during
exercises caused him -severe injuries which neces-
sitated much time in hospital.

The re-awakening of interests in local affairs after
the war led the Ratepayers’ Association to merge

Farewell

Times picture

Kent

and Hail?

with the newly-formed Residents’ Association, and
Tom Bushell soon found himself, with others from
the old Association, on the new committee. As a
Councillor on the UDC for many years, he was
able to exercise his lifelong local knowledge on
behalf of the people of Chislehurst.

A well-known local historian, he is also a lover
of village tradition, as is shown by his continuous
chairmanship of the May Queen event. Perhaps
his greatest achievement, however, was the pressure
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Chairman ushel (left) with former treasurer
A. L. Drage, pictured in 197].

he exercised to secure that Chislehurst joined
Bromley instead of Bexley when these two London
Boroughs were formed because of the extension of
Greater London into Kent, and also to prevent the
Board of Conservators of Chislehurst and St. Paul's
Cray Commons, on which he served for many years,
from being made redundant in the process.

THIS IS A DOUBLE-SIZE ISSUE OF “THE

COCKPIT”, WHICH WE HOPE YOU WILL

ALL ENJOY. ADDITIONAL COPIES MAY

BE OBTAINED FOR 5p. EACH. THERE

WILL BE ANOTHER ISSUE IN THE
AUTUMN.

YOUR COMMITTEE

H. T. G. Brown, 30 Grove Vale; T. A. Bushell,
M.C.LT. (chairman), 48 Green Way; A. L. Drage,
A.H.A., 6 Bull Lane; C. M. Dunn, Hoblands Cot-
tage, Kemnal Road; Mrs. M. S. Holt (secretary),
13 Oakleigh Park Avenue; Mrs. O. Jarrett, 90
Chislehurst Road, Orpington; A. T. C. Jones, 10
Thistlemead, Heatherbank; J. Kinsella, Crayside,
Rectory Meadow, Manor Park Road; V. Leonard,
5 Kincraig, Lubbock Road; S. W. Mack, F.C.I.T.,
Little Maxbys, Raggleswood; R. W. Oblath
(treasurer), 36 Lower Camden; G. W. Payne, 13
The Glebe; Rev. C. Pilgrim, 2 St. Paul’s Cray Road;
H. T. A. Sharpe, C.Eng., F.LEE. (vice-chairman),
37 Westhurst Drive; D. Vivian, 30 Highfield Road;
P. Young, Unicorn Lodge, Prince Imperial Road.



How to get
your tree for ‘73

You will have received with this copy of ‘““The
Cockpit” a leaflet prepared by the Department of
the Environment on the “Plant a Tree in ’73”
campaign. The aim is to stimulate voluntary tree
planting activity by individuals and amenity societies.
In our borough the campaign is being organised by
the Bromley Co-ordinating Committee. I have
attended several of its meetings, at which residents’
associations and other amenity groups were repre-
sented. In view of the often unpleasing develop-
ments taking place in Chislehurst these days,
involving frequently the wilful destruction of trees,
your executive committee is strongly in favour of
this campaign in principle and would urge all mem-
bers to give it their support. As an earnest of the
Association’s interest, our committee voted £5 as a
donation towards the co-ordinating committee’s over-
head expenses; any funds remaining at the end of
the campaign will be devoted to the purchase of
trees for the borough.

Members interested in the campaign are invited
to get in touch with Mr. J. H. Easden, 4 Royal
Parade, who has kindly offered to act as the
organiser for Chislehurst. He is a particularly
appropriate person to take on this task in view of
his long experience as one of the Commons Con-
servators, and his interest in matters arboreal.

The co-ordinating committee has at its disposal
a number of volunteers ready to take on the actual
planting of any trees donated; so do not be deterred
from participation, if you have only ideas or money
to contribute. It is hoped that small groups of
residents may club together to purchase some trees

America notes

Bromley Residents’ Federation represents the
commeon interests of some 20 member organisations
and meets regularly in various parts of the borough,
by invitation of constituent members. It is to meet
in Chislehurst, for example, on May 17. Chislehurst
Residents’ Association is represented by our vice-
chairman, Mr. H. T. A. Sharpe and the Federation
chairman is Mr. L. A. Mack, of Hayes. Associations
represented range from Anerley to Chislehurst, and
from Mottingham to Biggin Hill. The Federation’s
new name, in full, is The London Borough of
Bromley Residents’ Federation, and major matters
it has dealt with include:

Gipsies: The Federation’s active opposition to the
environmental damage caused by gipsy encampments
has been commented upon even in a newspaper in
Mid-America! (Back home, our own Association
dealt successfully with an encampment in Chisle-
hurst.)

Proposed M24 and A233 interchange as Wester-
ham: The Federation gave evidence in opposition
at a public inquiry, with the official support of the
borough council. This plan concerns the proposed
link between the new cross-country motorway to be
constructed north of Westerham and the road to
Biggin Hill and Bromley. The Federation’s opposi-
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PRINCE GEORGE, DUKE OF KENT COURT
Shepherds Green
(by kind permission)
Tuesday, May 1
7.45 for 8 p.m.

Tickets from any member of the Committee SGp

for planting perhaps on public sites, with council
permission. (An average cost for a suitable tree
would be about £4, rising to £8 with paid labour.)

Encouraged by this campaign, the Association
put to the local council the suggestion that develop-
ers should be required to maintain the net total
of trees existing in the district before they start
building work on a site, by planting an equivalent
number on the re-developed site, where practiczble;
alternately they should provide money to enabl: the
council to plant a similar number of trees :zlse-
where in the borough. In reply the council have
informed us that there is no legal provision wh:reby
developers may be required to plant new tree:, or
provide the cash equivalent.

Members may consider that there ought 1» be
such provision in legislation and that it is worth
mounting a campaign with our M.P. to secure such
powers for planning authorities. Views on this will
be welcome at our forthcoming AGM or in wiiting
to me. M. & H.

our gipsy moves

tion was based on environmental damage and
dangers spreading far beyond Biggin Hill, which
would be caused by the heavy traffic encouraged
to leave the new motorway at this point.

Ringway 2: These proposals were also opposed
by the Federation. At a protracted public incuiry
it gave evidence, with others, which resulted in the
scheme’s being shelved. Although Chislehurst would
not have been directly affected, it would have
suffered from the feeder traffic obtaining access at
Mottingham and New Eltham. Hence the Federa-
tion supports our own Association’s objections to
the so-called ““A208 improvement scheme™.

London Amenity and Transport Associarion:
The Federation has given active support to the
Amenity and Transport Association’s efforts to get
improved public transport and reduced tr-ffic
congestion in Greater London, of which we are
now a part. It also conveyed to the authorities its
strong opposition to Common Market proposals to
increase the load limits of heavy lorries, beczause
of the environmental damage involved.

Other matters given attention by the Federation,
on behalf of borough residents, have included :on-
cessionary fares for elderly people, casualty treat-
ment centres and the problem of Dutch elm disease.



