




call. If the result of the committee meeting is such 
that the structure has to be altered then ,the question 
is posed as ,to who should have ,to pay for this to 
be done. Surely not the ratepayers? If, on the other 
hand the decision ·is one that will ratify the action 
already taken, then not only will .there be a visual 
and permanent folly for all to see 'but the risk that 
more and more decisions of democratically elected 
representatives will be neg·ated by paid officials 
who think .!hat they 'know best. 
Quod erat demonstrandum 

BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
The publicaruon of the Council's ·report and pro­

posals for Chislehurst has been delayed, and these 
are not now expected for study until later this year. 

A20/A222 
The implications for Chislehurst from .the proposed 

'improvement' to the A20/A222 {Perry Street) junc­
tion have given us so much concern ,that, in COD­

junction with Mid-Green Residents' Association, we 
pressed the Department of Transport for a Public 
Inquiry. This inquiry will now he held on 13th May 
1980, in Swanley, and the CRA -will present its views. 

THE CEDARS 
The CRA Ibelieves that a private Nursing Home 

may be an asset in Chislehurst, Ibut it does not agree 
with the proposal for it to be 'built in the grounds 
of The Cedars, land which is zoned as Housing, 
and is in a Conservation area. We have suggested an 
alternative site ·for ,the Nursing Home, but have not 
yet heard if this possible solution will ·be adopted. 

ROYAL PARADE 
We shall continue ·to support residents in the 

Royal Parade area ,who wish ;to see .the fonner 
Oakshotts site used for a normal retail shop rather 
than change in use ,to a wine.:bar, car showroom, 
office suite or restaurant, all of which have so far 
been proposed by the developer. 

OLD HILL 
The LBB has decided not to close Old Hill, and 

not to impose weight restrictions because of the 
adverse effect on emeJlgency vehicles. 

The eRA had supported residents in Old Hill ·who 
had proposed closure in order to remove the volume 
of traffic. 

COUNCIL PLANNING MEETINGS 
Our Executive members regularly attend .the 

Council's -public planning meetings, and details and 
dates of these meetings can be .found in the library 
or at Broruley Town Hall. 

A visit to the ,Public Gallery occasionally for a 
Council's sub-·committee would prove how necessary 
it is for Chislehurst opinion to be voiced through 
Associations such as ours. 

FLOOD LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Mr. A. R. Turner, who is on the CRA Executive, 

is also Chairman of the Kyd Brook Flood Liaison 
Comntittee which represents Chislehurst and other 
areas. Mr. Turner reports here on its recent activities. 

Building over the caves 
Many residents are now ·familiar with the clear­

ance and work being carried out on the develop-

ment site ·adjacent to Chislehurst Station Approach. 
The low-lying area of this site beside the Kydbrook 
has always served as a natural flood basin and 
relief area in ·times of high flow of the river; in !fact, 
a largish part of this area was originally river bed, 
the course of which was altered after the 1968 
flood disaster. As a catchment area it gives relief to 
the residential areas Iboth sides of -the railway �e�m�~� 
bankment and also allows more time for residents to 

. remove 'furniture· and effects to upper rooms in times 
of flood. Following representations made by 'the 
Flood Liaison Committee, the fonner site owners 
a1greed to ensure that this catchment area had a 
capacity of 2,600 cubic metres with a :restricted 
outfall system. However, the site pI-ans of the 
present development show a .reduction J.n this 
capacity to 1,000 cubic metres, with no restricted 
outfall, and quotes agreement with the OLC. We 
have challenged this reduction on :the grounds .that 
1,000 cubic metres capacity wilJ not accommodate 
the water run -off from all the developments which 
will undoubtedly be built on this site and future 
improvements which· win have to be made to in­
crease the capacity of ,the Kydbrook. We -believe 
it will only be adequate for the initial development 
which is to be two large blocks comprising 48 flats 
and garages. 

It is vital that this -natural catchment area has 
sufficient capacity to avoid impeding the river flow 
from Bickley whilst ensuring that a sudden flooding 
does not take 'Place in Lower Cam den. 

The entire development site is hounded by Station 
Approach, Caveside Olose, Old Hill, and Brenctl'ley 
Close 010 Woodclyffe Drive on Summer Hill . As is 
well known, this land isa'bove some part of the 
'Chislehurst Caves' ,which is another name for tbe 
old chalk mine-workings with which m·any of us 
are familiar; the extent of these workings is much 
greater ·than seen on a conducted tour and is, in 
fact, a 'honeycomb' where 'a network of galleries 
and Jevels exist. This is another reason 'Why provision 
should 'be made for ,the l'argest possible water-storage 
·area on this site. 

We are concerned that flood ·water does not enter 
,the caves, the force of which could cause the 
collapse of some galleries and subsidence of the 1and 
above, particularly in view of the many properties 
built on the higher surrounding areas. However, 
those of us who have knowledge of caving and 
geology know that durjng and ·after storms and 
heavy or pr010nged rainfall underground water levels 
do 1n any case rise considerably filling every cavity. 
Therefore, the effect of flooding can be ·fur reaching. 

In recent times, Bronrley Council have �c�o�m�m�i�s�s�~� 
ioned Consultants to survey land around the Kyd­
brook Valley .including this site for the safety and 
suit2rbility for development. A Report has Ibeen pro­
duced which we understand is not to be made public. 
This could suggest that disturbing features have 
been found which m·ay also affect existing proper­
ties. We also understand that test pro'bes have been 
made from ground level through the sandy 'soil 
above the chalk strata wherein mining �g�a�l�l�e�r�i�~� 
were formerly excavated, such .tests being a 
necessa·ry prerequisite to the building of the new 
developments. Whilst test probe results may provide 
'a basis for the calculation of safety factors for pile­
driven or other foundation supports, there are other 
factors which do not confonn to calculated method. 
Whatever the extent of tests made or gallery supports 



erected, there can be no absolute guaranteee against 
the effects of natural disaster such as flooding or 
the result of earth movement. 

One does not have to be a geologist or mining 
engineer to know that chalk is basica!lly a soft sub­
stance, easily crushed and when undermined and 
saturated even more soft and unreliable as a support­
ing strata. 

The likelihood of disaster in or above the Kyd­
brook valley area raises the question of indemnity 
coverage for compensation, bearing in mind that 
following tbe drougbt of 1976 whicb lowered tbe 
water levels !below the earth thus making subsidence 
more Hkely. many insurance companies do not now 
compensate for subsidence. Likewise, following the 
floods of August 1977. some residents experienced 
difficulty and delay not onJy in settling their claim 
but -also in obtaining future coverage. Who then will 
pay for the damage sustained? The developers who 
reshaped the land 'and increased the ,building density 
thus covering more natural drainage ground .giving a 
greater and faster water run-off on to low-lying areas 
around the Kydbrook, or the Council who gave 
permission to develop, be it before or after suita­
bility and safety surveys are carried out? 

The problem of flooding can be reduced in several 
ways:-

(a) The introduction of a government ruling for .the 
installation of controlled drainage systems 'and 
water-storage, in areas subject to flooding. 

~b) Restriction or complete refusal for further 
development In the Kydbrook area. 

(c) The immediate introduction of major flood 
alleviation works. 

(d) The construction of a large flood star-age area 
upstream on the Kydbrook. 

However, in tbe oase of (a) and (b), despite re­
quests by ·the Kydbrook Flood Liaison Committee 
and the Council, the Depar,tment of .the Environment 
will not introduce such procedures or give guidance 
,to Council Planning Departments. Whilst in the 'case of 
(c), the GLC works programme and budget for non­
,tidal rivers has been reduced from £lOOm over a 30 
year period, to £30m over 15 years, tbe Kydbrook 
having a low priority. In the case of (d), an upstream 
flood storage area was a scheme proposed by <the 
Kydbrook Flood Liaison Committee at the public 
meeting f ollowing tbe August 1977 floods. This pro­
posal was taken up by !be GLC wbo appointed a 
hydrologist to undertake a feasibility study which, 
if considered viable, would be rfoUowed rby negoti­
ation with .the bndowners-The National Trust. If 
successful, this project will do much to solve .the 
flooding problem but, if not considered feas ible or 
not agreed to by the landowners, then we will have to 
wait for another flooding di5'aster to prove our 
point again recalling that there have been ,three 
major flooding disasters and numerous 'events' jn 
the past 22 years. 

CONSERVATION LEAFLET 
For some .time we have been asking for the LBB 

to publish a leaflet for all householders on the bene­
fits and responsibilities of living in a Conservation 
Area. 

We are pleased to note that such a leaflet is being 
prepared for distribution. The preservation of trees 
is one of the items ·that will be covered. 

· . 

THE VILLAGE SIGN 
We are pleased to hear tb·at the restoration fund 

has reached its target and that the Conservators are 
now going ahead w,ith the insta!Uation of a new 
v,i:l1age sign. The materials specified will ensure 
problem·free maintenance. 

CHISLEHURST WAR MEMORIAL 
We were very pleased to hear from the LBB 

that it accepts responsibility for ,the maintenance 
of the War Memorial. and that the m'atter of reno­
vation is being investigated. We hope this work can 
be undertaken as quickly as possible. 

TREE FELLING IN ELMSTEAD WOODS 
The DBS were kind enough ,to inform us in 

advance of their winter tree felling programme. 
which was ,in the interest of good husbandry. 

Two areas of over-mature and deteriorating Sweet 
Chestnuts were scheduled for feUing in order to 
encour·age development of ground cover and seed­
ling trees. In other areas thinning will allow the devel­
opment of better quality Oak and Sweet Chestnut. 

This course of action is designed to ensure that 
Elmstead Woods will continue to thrive and offer 
residents an amenity of which rthey can be proud. 

TALK WITH YOUR ROAD STEWARDS 
We value highly the contribution that our Road 

Stewards make to ,the Association. Co'IJecting annual 
subscriptions js only one of their functions. They are 
an essential link between members and the Execu­
tive. It is ·jmpor-tant that views and information are 
regularly eJOChanged. 

If you !bink the CRA can help you, or you want 
to make sure your views on local activities are known, 
then talk with your Road Stewards. Make sure .they 
convey to the Committee your feelings and desires 
for Chislehurst. 

An up-to-date list of Road Stewards is enclosed 
with this issue of 'The Cockpit' . 

BONFIRES 
In previous issues we have 'asked our members to 

show consideration to their neighbours when think­
ing of burning garden refuse. 

One of our members, whose summer and autumn 
days were spoiJt last year by smouldering incinerators, 
suggests a bonfire abstinence fr-om May to Septem­
ber! If you have a bonfire. please think of your 
neighbours' open windows. or washing on the line­
and try not to spoil ,their tea in the garden. 

FREE DRAIN CLEARANCE 
We understand that 1he Council will no longer 

provide a free drain clearance service out of normal 
hours. In future there will be 'approved' costs for all 
but serious emergencies out of normal hours. 

CHISLEHURST MAY QUEEN 
This year's crowning ceremonies on Chislehurst 

Common will be held on Saturday, 26tb April, aod 
we hope, will be favoured by better weather. 

Tbe May Queen Committee will be grateful for 
offers of assistance in selling programmes in the 
weeks .leading up to the day, or in helping the work­
ing party and stewarding on the 26th. Those interested 
should cont·act the Secretary. Mrs. J. Peacock, 5 
Alexander Road. Chislehurst. 

There are 'a few vacancies on ,the waiting list for the 
May Queen's Retinue. Parents of Children aged five 
and upwards should contact Mrs. Peacock for details. 


