








erected, there can be no absolute guaranteee against
the effects of natural disaster such as flooding or
the result of earth movement.

One does not have to be a geologist or mining
engineer to know that chalk is basically a soft sub-
stance, easily crushed and when undermined and
saturated even more soft and unreliable as a support-
Ing strata.

The likelihood of disaster in or above the Kyd-
brook valley area raises the question of indemnity
coverage for compensation, bearing in mind that
following the drought of 1976 which lowered the
water levels below the earth thus making subsidence
more likely, many insurance companies do not now
compensate for subsidence. Likewise, following the
floods of August 1977, some residents experienced
difficulty and delay not only in settling their claim
but also in obtaining future coverage. Who then will
pay for the damage sustained? The developers who
reshaped the land and increased the building density
thus covering more natural drainage ground giving a
greater and faster water run-off on to low-lying areas
around the Kydbrook, or the Council who gave
permission to develop, be it before or after suita-
bility and safety surveys are carried out?

The problem of flooding can be reduced in several
ways:-

(a) The introduction of a government ruling for the
installation of controlled drainage systems and
water-storage, in areas subject to flooding.
Restriction or complete refusal for further
development in the Kydbrook area,

The immediate introduction of major flood
alleviation works.

The construction of a large flood storage area
upstream on the Kydbrook.

(b)
(©)
(d)

However, in the case of (a) and (b), despite re-
quests by the Kydbrook Flood Liaison Committee
and the Council, the Department of the Environment
will not introduce such procedures or give guidance
to Council Planning Departments. Whilst in the case of
(c), the GLC works programme and budget for non-
tidal rivers has been reduced from £100m over a 30
year period, to £30m over 15 years, the Kydbrook
having a low priority. In the case of (d), an upstream
flood storage area was a scheme proposed by the
Kydbrook Flood Liaison Committee at the public
meeting following the August 1977 floods. This pro-
posal was taken up by the GLC who appointed a
hydrologist to undertake a feasibility study which,
if considered viable, would be followed by negoti-
ation with the landowners—The National Trust. If
successful, this project will do much to solve the
flooding problem but, if not considered feasible or
not agreed to by the landowners, then we will have to
wait for another flooding disaster to prove our
point again recalling that there have been three
major flooding disasters and numerous ‘events’ in
the past 22 years.

CONSERVATION LEAFLET

For some time we have been asking for the LBB
to publish a leaflet for all householders on the bene-
fits and responsibilities of living in a Conservation
Area.

We are pleased to note that such a leaflet is being
prepared for distribution. The preservation of trees
is one of the items that will be covered.

THE VILLAGE SIGN

We are pleased to hear that the restoration fund
has reached its target and that the Conservators are
now going ahead with the installation of a new
village sign. The materials specified will ensure
problem-free maintenance.

CHISLEHURST WAR MEMORIAL

We were very pleased to hear from the LBB
that it accepts responsibility for the maintenance
of the War Memorial, and that the matter of reno-
vation is being investigated. We hope this work can
be undertaken as quickly as possible.

TREE FELLING IN ELMSTEAD WOODS

The LBB were kind enough to inform us in
advance of their winter tree felling programme,
which was in the interest of good husbandry.

Two areas of over-mature and deteriorating Sweet
Chestnuts were scheduled for felling in order to
encourage development of ground cover and seed-
ling trees. In other areas thinning will allow the devel-
opment of better quality Oak and Sweet Chestnut.

This course of action is designed to ensure that
Elmstead Woods will continue to thrive and offer
residents an amenity of which they can be proud.

TALK WITH YOUR ROAD STEWARDS

We value highly the contribution that our Road
Stewards make to the Association. Collecting annual
subscriptions is only one of their functions. They are
an essential link between members and the Execu-
tive. It is important that views and information are
regularly exchanged.

If you think the CRA can help you, or you want
to make sure your views on local activities are known,
then talk with your Road Stewards. Make sure they
convey to the Committee your feelings and desires
for Chislehurst.

An up-to-date list of Road Stewards is enclosed
with this issue of “The Cockpit’.

BONFIRES

In previous issues we have asked our members to
show consideration to their neighbours when think-
ing of burning garden refuse.

One of our members, whose summer and autumn
days were spoilt last year by smouldering incinerators,
suggests a bonfire abstinence from May to Septem-
ber! If you have a bonfire, please think of your
neighbours’ open windows, or washing on the line—
and try not to spoil their tea in the garden.

FREE DRAIN CLEARANCE

We understand that the Council will no longer
provide a free drain clearance service out of normal
hours. In future there will be ‘approved’ costs for all
but serious emergencies out of normal hours.

CHISLEHURST MAY QUEEN

This year’s crowning ceremonies on Chislehurst
Common will be held on Saturday, 26th April, and
we hope, will be favoured by better weather.

The May Queen Committee will be grateful for
offers of assistance in selling programmes in the
weeks leading up to the day, or in helping the work-
ing party and stewarding on the 26th, Those interested
should contact the Secretary, Mrs. J. Peacock, 5
Alexander Road, Chislehurst.

There are a few vacancies on the waiting list for the
May Queen’s Retinue. Parents of Children aged five
and upwards should contact Mrs. Peacock for details.



