


ONE IMMEDIATE
RESULT

One immediate result of our survey will be the
introduction of an additional train to Charing Cross
leaving Chislehurst at 7:26 a.m. from October.

LOCAL STAFF PRAISED

The only positive response produced by the
questionnaire was praise given to the local staff at both
stations who were said to be doing a difficult job politely
and efficiently.

NEW COMMUTER
ASSOCIATION

The survey also indicated that over 60% of
commuters wanted to form an association to protect
their interests. The CRA will shortly arrange a meeting
of commuters, which Roger Sims has agreed to chair, in
order to set up such an association.

In the meantime we hope British Rail will realise that
improvements are urgently needed to ease the
comlguting problems from Chislehurst and Elmstead
Woods.

THE AGM

Chairman’s Report

It is some time since all three Ward Councillors were
able to be present at our Annual General Meeting. This
year we were able to set a date when there were neither
Council Meetings nor Departmental Committee
Meetings, and so we were pleased to welcome
Councillors Mrs. Joan Bryant, Christopher Reeves and
Edward Rayner. Duties at the House of Commons
prevented Mr. Roger Sims, our M.P., from attending,
whilst GLC Councillor Mrs. Joan Wykes was unable to
attend because she was on holiday.

The presence of our Councillors gave members the
opportunity to raise problems which troubled them; it
also gave the Councillors an opportunity to add
comments to what was reported under the Committee
Review. Interestingly, the matters which continue to be
foremost in members’ minds are those of traffic and
parking, and so it was that the parking and traffic
problems in the High Street and the fraught traffic
situation in Old Hill were raised yet again. The meeting
was also reminded of the long-standing problem at the
junction of Leesons Hill with St. Paul’s Cray Road. The
Executive Committtee is currently giving its attention to
these questions, and Old Hill has already been the
subject of a meeting between the three Coyncillors and
certain members of the Committee.

Lt. Col. Charles Weniger did not seek re-election to
the Office of Vice-Chairman, feeling that it was time he
made way for a younger person. With the
recommendation of the Committee behind him, Mr.
Andrew Osmond was elected the new Vice-Chairman.
Andrew has plenty of enthusiasm, particularly when it
comes to safe-guarding our precious heritage. So,
members will be happy in the knowledge that a man of
younger years will be at the forefront of battle when we
older ones are ready to step aside. To Charles Weniger,
who remains on the Committee to give valuable
assistance with matters appertaining to tree

preservation, we say a warm ‘Thank you’ for having
filled the Office of Vice-Chairman with loyalty and
dignity. We are happy to report that he is making
gradual progress with the back trouble which has
bothered him recently.

Our warm thanks were given to Mr. Frank Baker who
has been our Auditor for so many years. Not only has he
served the CRA in that capacity, but has been honorary
auditor to several other local organisations. A modest
man, Frank has fought a recent illness quietly but
determinedly, and has retained his ready smile and
cheerfulness throughout.

We are grateful to all those who attended the AGM.
The hall was comfortably full, but we shall not object
next year if it is a case of ‘Standing room only’.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE

The following Officers and Committee Members were
elected for the year 1984-5

Chairman A. T. C. Jones
Vice-Chairman A. J. Osmond

Secretary T. Turner

Treasurer C. P. Miscampbell
Committee H. T. G. Brown, C. M. Dunn

in addition to those already serving
K. Catchpole, M. Hammond,
D. Howard, Miss P. L. Howley,
G. W. Payne, Mrs. L. Pullar,
A. R. Turner, P. A. Turner,
Lt. Col. C. B. Weniger, P. Yougg.

Co-opted Miss N. Comport, Mrs. S. Moncho
Auditor W. A. Page.
Editor of

‘The Cockpit’ P. A. Turner.

SUB-COMMITTEES 1984-85

T. Turner,

H. T. G. Brown, G. W. Payne,
Lt. Col. C. B. Weniger,

P. Young.

Trees/Green Belt Lt. Col. C. B. Weniger, T. Turner,
A. J. Osmond, Miss N. Comport.
P. A. Turner, Miss N. Comport,
A. R. Turner, A. J. Osmond.
Social A. J. Osmond, D. Howard.

Planning

Publicity

Flooding A. R. Turner chairs the
Chislehurst co-opted section of the
Kyd Brook Flood Liaison
Committee.
DELEGATES
LBB Conservation C. M. Dunn
Advisory
Committee
BFRA A. T. C. Jones, A. R. Turner,
T. Turner.
Orpington and P. Young.

Chislehurst Road
Safety Panel
Council for the
Protection of
Rural England

A. J. Osmond, Miss N. Comport.



ROAD STEWARDS’ SOCIAL

For those who were able to be present at the function
held at Graham Chiesman House on 21st July this was a
truly delightful evening. The weather was most kind,
allowing our guests to make full use of the extensive
lawn and gardens, and in no time they were found either
walking or sitting around in the open. Kind as the
weather was, it was unable to match the delectable feast
of savouries so attractively prepared by Kate Osmond
and Rosemary Howard. Not only had they spared no
effort in the preparation; on the night itself they worked
tirelessly looking after our guests. Not to be outdone by
their wives, Andrew Osmond and David Howard were
equally attentive in serving wines which were most
pleasant. All agreed that the evening was an outstanding
success and it was followed by a number of *phone calls
and letters asking the Chairman to pass on to Kate,
Rosemary, Andrew and David congratulations and
appreciation. The Committee warmly endorsed these
messages and thanks the quartet very much for their
efforts in making the recognition of the Road Stewards’
work such a success.

We were very sorry that a number of our Road
Stewards were unable to be present because of other
commitments or holidays. However, to all we say again,
‘Thank you for all you do for the Association.” We
promise to repeat the exercise.

MEMBERS’ SOCIAL — NOVEMBER 3rd

Our Members’ Social with wine and light buffet will
be held on Saturday November 3rd, from 8-10 p.m., at
Graham Chieseman House. Tickets £3 available now
from A. T. C. Jones, 10 Thistlemead. Please apply early.
We look forward to seeing you for an-enjoyable evening.

BFRA

The Bromley Federation of Residents’ Associations,
comprising twenty-eight associations whose delegates
meet every two months, continues to act as a watch-dog
over matters affecting the Borough generally, and gives
its support when needed to constituent members. One of
its more important offshoots is the Federation Airfield
Committee which keeps a close eye on activities and
developments at Biggin Hill. When the Council bought
Biggin Hill Airfield it made the promise that this was
done in order to control the airfield in such a way that
our local environment would not be adversely affected.
The public of Bromley would not want to see a major
airport developed on the outskirts, bearing in mind what
has happened in other residential areas that are fairly
densely populated.

Attention is given, too, to planning, transport, Green
Belt, public health and flooding. We are fortunate in
having a ‘lobby’ which is respected by our Council
Members.

1984 AND ALL THAT

Back in 1978 we were told by the ‘experts’ that the
coming of Sainsburys would increase trade and re-
vitalise our High Street. We hope that the empty shops
there now are but a temporary hiccup in that prophecy.
In the meantime the traffic problems which we predicted
would arise have become a reality.

CONSERVING AND
ENHANCING
CHISLEHURST

through our representation on the
LBB’s Conservation Advisory Committee

The CRA continues to be keenly concerned with
Conservation. Although it is some fifteen years since
our original suggestion for the major part of Chislehurst
to be made a Conservation Area we rejoice this has been
finally achieved.

The LBB’s Conservation Advisory Committee meets
regularly, attended by two Chislehurst representatives
— one each from the Residents’ Association and the
Commons Conservators. The CRA representative liaises
closely with our Planning Sub-committee as the
Advisory Committee’s work consists largely of
considering Planning applications. Gratifyingly its
recommendations to the Council are generally accepted.

So far more attention has been paid to preservation
rather than enhancement of our environment and even
in this complete success cannot be claimed. The pressure
for more development remains intense leading one to
wonder if ever Chislehurst may be considered ‘full up’.

Some of our older residents may well consider this
long past. Another discouraging factor is the unwelcome
proliferation in our shopping areas of Building Society
offices and Estate Agencies far in excess of any
reasonable need, and at the expense of retail shops.

One major task now is to gain support for the
enhancement of our Conservation Area. The CRA has
already tried. The ‘Chis 77’ scheme to improve West
Chislehurst High Street was unsuccessful mainly for
financial reasons in spite of much effort and publicity by
the CRA.

The CRA continues to resist strongly applications for
undesirable developments in order to preserve our
environment and hopes that with more support from
local people we may look forward in the years to come
to a Chislehurst not only preserved but enhanced.

TRUE OR FALSE?

Many people move into Chislehurst in order to fulfil an
ambition to fell a tree and to make Chislehurst indistinguish-
able from surrounding tree-less areas! Before deciding on the
accuracy or otherwise of this statement, ponder on the number
of trees left standing on post-war developments — despite tree
preservation orders — and the number of weekends in the year
that the deathly din of a chain saw CANNOT be heard.

(This item originally appeared in The Cockpit in 1977 and is
no less valid today).

PROBUS CLUB OF
CHISLEHURST

welcomes new members

This Club, founded in 1973, provides a regular
meeting point at the Bull’s Head, Chislehurst, for
retired professional and businessmen.

Membership information may be obtained from the
Hon. Secretary, Mr. W. Stewart, telephone 467 4490.




ENJOYING PETTS WOOD
AND HAWKWOOD

Thanks to The National Trust

The people of Orpington and Chislehurst are extremely
fortunate in having available for relaxation an island of
peace in the neighbour estates of Hawkwood and the
Petts Wood woodlands which, for a short distance,
border the road joining these suburban conurbations.
As the woodlands, known as Petts Wood and Edlmann
Wood, are owned inalienably by the National Trust they
cannot be sold or taken from the Trust without the
approval of Parliament. Altogether there are on these
estates 170 acres of woodland and a further 163 acres of
land, mainly farmed, all owned by the National Trust.

It was to protect the Petts Wood woodlands from
property developments of the twenties, as well as to
provide a memorial to Willett, the advocate of Summer
Time, that Petts Wood was purchased by public
subscription in 1926 and handed over to the National
Trust. The Hawkwood estate on the other hand was the
magnanimous gift of its owners, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Hall, to the National Trust in 1958 for the enjoyment of
the general public. Since 1926 Petts Wood has been
managed on behalf of the National Trust by a local
voluntary committee, which employs a warden/forester
on a full-time basis. The maintenance costs are almost
entirely covered by the contributions of local people.

So the next time you walk in the tranquillity of Petts
Wood, remember that it is held in perpetuity as an open
space by the National Trust, and is so due in the main to
the donations of local residents who gave generously for
the original purchase and continue to do so today in
order to cover the upkeep.

PRINCE IMPERIAL
EXHIBITION

Coach outing to Hampshire

Residents who are interested in the history of
Chislehurst will know that for some years after his flight
from France the exiled Napoleon III, with the Empress
Eugenie and their son the Prince Imperial, lived at
Camden Place — now the home of Chislehurst Golf
Club. After the deaths of Napoleon and the Prince
Imperial, the Empress Eugenie decided to leave Chisle-
hurst for Farnborough in Hampshire. There she built a
church in the French Gothic style with a magnificent
Romanesque crypt to house the remains of her husband
and son and founded the Benedictine Abbey of
St.Michael. As part of the preparation for the centenary
of this foundation the Abbey Community are to hold an
exhibition of Imperial and other mementoes.

The Orpington and Chislehurst National Trust Centre
are to organise, as a special event, a coach outing to the
exhibition on the afternoon of Sunday 14 October.
Refreshments will be available in the Abbey and the
price including coach, entrance and tea will be £7. The
coach will pick up passengers at Chislehurst, Petts
Wood and Orpington between 1.45 p.m. and 2.15 p.m.

Non-members of the Centre will be welcome to join
the outing. Tickets will be limited so early application
should be made to Mrs. J. Fowler, 28a Highfield Road,
Chislehurst. Telephone No. Orpington 27794 (evenings).




GREEN BELT DOUBTS

A message from the Men of Kent and
Kentish Men Association

The Chislehurst Branch of the Men of Kent and
Kentish Men, in line with the CRA are very sceptical of
the belated assurances that have been given that the
Government do not want to ‘nibble into’ the Green Belt,
and will ‘row in’ with any action that the Association
may find it necessary to pursue.

They do, of course, applaud the LBB’s action in
purchasing the Scadbury Estate to preserve it as a wild
life sanctuary (and in part as a farm). They hope
particularly that in due time the Tudor building,
possibly part of the original manor house of Sir Thomas
Walsingham, patron of the poet and dramatist
Christopher Marlowe, will be restored. It was damaged
by fire a year or so ago, but not critically, and could
certainly be put to good use. The late Major Marsham
Townshend used it for storing apples!

CONTINUING FLOOD
RISK DANGER

view of A. R. Turner,
Kyd Brook Flood Liaison Committee

A GLC Management statement concerning rivers
maintenance notes that its responsibility includes 270
kilometers of non-tidal rivers in the London Area, in
which there are 113 danger points, 40 of these are in the
Ravensbourne catchment. This catchment, which
includes the Kyd Brook therefore has approximately
45% of the danger points in the whole of the London
area, an indication of the flooding risk, which will be
greatly increased if proposed changes for the
responsibility for such rivers reduces or abolishes
maintenance operations.

The possibility of the Kyd Brook flooding again on
the 1968 or 1977 scale, still exists. The authorities
acknowledge that flooding can occur at any time and the
only long term solution to the problem is major flood
alleviation works. Therefore unless priority and finance
for such works are allocated, the risk of flooding will
always be present and no authority or person can predict
or give assurances that flooding will never occur again.

COMMONS

CONSERVATORS —
A Public Meeting

The Commons Conservators, the Board of Members
who administer our Commons will be holding one of
their periodic meetings on Wednesday, 10th October.
The meeting will be held at the Village Hall, Church
Lane and commence at 8.00 p.m. Following a short talk
on the history of the Commons and their management
there will be a film slide show after which will be ‘open
forum’ when you will be invited to ask questions or put
a point of view. All are welcome to attend.




HISTORY OF THE
RESIDENTS’
ASSOCIATION

Recollections by Past Chairman,
H. T. A. Sharpe, C.Eng, FIEE

The peaceful but self-contained atmosphere of
Chislehurst, received a shock in 1932/3 from which it
would never recover, with the almost overnight
development of the largest single residential
development it had ever previously experienced. This
was the Westhurst Estate of many hundreds of small
owner-occupied houses in the area straddling Green
Lane on pasture land previously part of the Scadbury
Manor Estate, and on which Express Dairy herds had
grazed for a great many years from the Fisher Farm in
Green Lane.

The new residents, received with very mixed feelings,
soon found the poor educational facilities of three
village church schools, and a one room library over a
shop, together with poor bus facilities and lack of other
amenities, unacceptable, and at a meeting at the White
Horse on January 10 1933 it was decided to form an
association to bring pressure on the authorities to
provide overall improvements up to the standards
experienced elsewhere.

1933 INAUGURAL MEETING

A public inaugural meeting was held on February 2
1933 when Mr. H. G. T. Baldwin, retired headmaster,
was elected President with Messrs H. Bridel and G. W.
Allen as Vice-Presidents, and Mr. Ilott as Secretary.

At the 1st AGM on January 31 1934, Rules and the
title ‘Chislehurst Ratepayers’ Association’ were
adopted. I joined the Officers as Press Secretary,
eventually becoming Secretary and Vice-President, and
Mr. Wratten of the High Street outfitters, which still
bears his name, joined the Committee to represent
Chamber of Commerce interests.

The six years prior to the war were of continued
activity by the new Association which became affiliated
to the Federation of Residents’ and Ratepayers’
Associations of the County of Kent, which exercised
considerable pressure on our behalf on the Kent County
Council. Colonel Edlmann of Hawkwood, regarded as
our leading citizen, also helped the Association ‘in its
dealing with Kent to secure more sympathetic treatment.

The preservation of the Commons was always a
matter of concern, and three irregular enclosures of
parts of the Commons were frustrated by the
Association, one being at the Cricket Ground, and
another by the UDC who had set up a road dump
thereon. The appointment of Messrs Baldwin, Bridel
and Allen as Commons Conservators was a safeguard
against future encroachments.

The Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC formed in 1934 was
composed mostly of independent Councillors
representing associations similar to our own, and in 1934
the Association secured the election of Mr. Bridel to the
Council, followed soon by Messrs Baldwin and Allen.
Mr. Beecher Bryant, J.P., joined the Committee later,
was elected to the Council, and subsequently became
Chairman of the UDC throughout the war period.
Having representatives on the Council ensured more
sympathetic treatment than would otherwise have been
the case.

It was a red letter day for the Association when on
March 17 1937 the new Library was opened by the Right
Hon. Lord Northbourne (at a building cost of £6,183).

The battle for the new Secondary School in Edgebury
was long and protracted, but it was regarded as a victory
in 1939 when it was at last opened to earn a reputation
second to none for its scientific and technical training
under a first-class teaching staff. The new school
featured in several radio and television programmes as a
successful prototype, but alas, our present Council at
Bromley has decided now to demolish the school and sell
the site with playing ficlds to provide cash for the
extension of the Crittals Corner School now renamed
Kemnal Manor.

A gardening section was formed in 1934, and,
sponsored by the Estate Developers, organised front
garden competitions judged by Mr. Whitelegg, a widely
known horticulturist who had his nursery where Express
Drive now is. _

Other activities, too numerous to mention, including
dances and socials, kept the Association busy until the
outbreak of war in 1939, with its calls on the officers
and members’ meant the Association could no longer
function as such and became inactive for the duration.

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

In 1946, after hostilities had ceased, having heard that
Mr. Medley of Beechcroft, Willow Grove was preparing
to establish a Residents’ Association, contact was made
with him resulting in the joining together of the two
Associations, with Councillor Allen and myself the two
surviving members from the Officers and Committee of
the old Association serving on the new Committee.

Under the new combined Association, the policy of
electing independent Councillors to the UDC continued
with the election of Mr. T. E. Bushell, Mr. Tallent, and
Mrs. Philport, but on the transfer of the area from Kent
to the London Borough of Bromley, the election of
Councillors became a political matter with which,
because of its non-political constitution, the Association
could not be concerned.

After some years’ service on the Committee, I became
successively Vice-Chairman and Chairman after
Mr. T. E. Bushell, eventually retiring in favour of
Mr. Alun Jjones the present Chairman, in 1975. I had
spent over 40 years of service in both Associations,
dealing with such matters as Traffic Lights at the
Memorial junction, Registration of the Commons,
Recreation Grounds at White Horse Hill and Edgbury,
Refuse Dumps, May Queen Celebrations and many
other matters which have helped in making Chislehurst a
more agreeable place in which to live. My hope is that
there will always be others to follow to obtain the same
satisfaction that it has given me.

CHARITY FAIR — JUNE

A successful day

The Chislehurst and Mottingham Chamber of
Commerce Charity Fair, held on the Common on June
9th, was a great success attracting crowds throughout
the day. ,

The CRA had a small display at the Fair; this served
as a useful meeting and discussion point for many
existing members, and we had an excellent number of
new members applying to join.
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