


widening and 'improvement' to the A208 (SI. Paul's Cray 
Road/Royal Paradel Centre Common Road) could well 
be beyond our present ability to contest properly. We 
must therefore, be mindful of the need, and prepared to 
pay. for professional representation. 

To ensure continued progress and success in our work 
for ChisJehufst the officers and committee strongly urge 
you to attend the AGM to support this change of title and 
status and thus put beyond doubt our position as the 
recognised Amenity Society for our own community. 

AGM APRIL 28 
Notice is hereby given that our Annual General 

Meeting will be held in the Methodist Church Hall, Prince 
Imperial Road, Chislehurst, on Tuesday 28th Apri l 1987 
at 8.15 p.m. 

AGENDA 
]. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. 
2. Matters Arising. 
3. Committee report for 1986-
4. Accounts for 1986 
5. Election of Officers. 
6. Election of Committee. 
7. Proposed Change of Association name and 
constitution. 
8. Appointment of Auditor. 
9. Any other business. 
· Will members please note that Item 3, Committee Report 
for 1986, will have been covered in regular issues of 'The 
Cockpit'. This will avoid the need to give a long verbal 
report at the AGM. Questions may be asked arising from 
these issues. 

CHAIRMAN 'S REVIEW 
Planning and environmental matters have continued to 

dominate discussions at Committee level in recent 
months, but lest it be thought that attention is not given to 
other problems a study of this newsletter will confirm that 
we seek solutions to a wide range of issues. 

Much of the October issue of 'The Cockpit' was given 
over to important matters concerning the Government's 
review of the Use Classes Order under the Town and 
Country Planning Act of 1971, and we then warned of 
threats to residential areas arising out of the suggested 
amendments. The Development Control Comnuttee of 
the LBB was just as concerned about the contents of the 
review as we were and made its views known to the 
Government. The objections which have been made are 
still under consideration. The growing number of appeals 
on �p�l�a�n�r�t�i�n�~� applications which were being allowed by the 
DoE was g1Ven even greater attention in the same issue. 

THREAT TO GREEN BELT 
Since October considerable publicity has been given to 

a number of planning applications for shopping and 
leisure complexes in Green Belt areas adjacent to the 
M25. Too near for comfort is that for Hewitt's Farm. This 
application is yet to be considered. When it does come up 
for public �h�e�a�r�i�n�~� it will be fiercely opposed by local 
amenity organisatIons, including the Bromley Federation 
of Residents' Associations, and by our own Council. Two 
other applications for development in the Green Belt in 
the Orpington area also appeared in theAutumn, one near 

Cockmanning's Lane, which has been refused by the 
Council, the other in the triangle formed by Court Roadl 
Warren Road/The Higbway, which has yet to be 
considered, It is reassuring to know that the Leader of the 
Council is as determined as we and the Federation are to 
prevent incursions into the Green Belt, Mr. Laurie Halt, a 
member of the CRA Executive Committee has recently 
taken over the Secretaryship of the London Green Belt 
Council of which we are members. 

USE OF AGRICULTURAL LAND 
There is no breathing space in the battle against the 

threats to the environment. Members will have read of the 
draft circular on development involving agricultural land, 
The DoE's proposals are to relax planning controls over 
three-quarters of farmland in England and Wales. These 
proposals are the most significant ones in recent years and 
have already aroused a storm of controversy. At the time 
of writing, the circular is being carefully studied by our 
own Planning Sub-Committee. 

On 11 th February an article appeared in the press 
which indicated that Mr. Ridley, the Environment 
Secretary, was expected in the near future to announce 
plans to allow development of thousands of acres of 
redundant hospital land, much of which is within the 
Green Belt. We have written to the Secretary of State for 
the Environment, expressing our concern, and we have 
also written to Roger Sims, MP. who has promptly 
replied, saying that he wiU be watching carefully any 
suggestions of development on hospital land. 

Within our own boundaries we have been fighting to 
uphold the planning policies of our own Council, notably 
those concerned with over-intensive development and 
backland development, e.g., The Paddock off Holbrook 
Lane, and sites in Kemnal Road. 

We are grateful for the growing response and support 
our members display in backing the efforts of the 
Committee, and we are particularly grateful to our 
Councillors and our MP for the ready support they give on 
all matters affecting the environment. Mr. Roger Sims 
never fails to raise questions in the House whenever we 
approach him. 

SUSTAINED EFFORTS 
In concluding this review, which has concerned itself in 

the main with issues national rather than local, I should 
like to thank members of the Executive Committee and 
Road Stewards for their sustained efforts over the year. It 
is a tribute to all concerned that the Association is now 
jocularly referred to in Council circles as the 'Militant 
Tendency', reflecting the pressure we maintain in fighting 
our various causes. 

�C�~�G�E�S�P�R�O�P�O�S�E�D� 

My colleagues and I hope that you will be present in 
strength at the Annual General Meeting on 28th Apri l , 
when the Committee's proposals to change the tit le of the 
Association and to adopt a revised Constitution in order 
to attain status as a charity will be considered. If the 
changes are approved it will not mean a change of our 
present policies. We shall still endeavour to protect our 
environment and the interests of our residents. (please 
read our Secretary's article on this subject.) 
STOP PRESS. Environment Secretary, Mr. Nicholas 
Ridley, has rejected Consortium Developments' 
proposals to build a new town at Tillingham Hall in Green 
Belt land! 



DEVELOPMENTS IN 
ClllSLEHURST 
all planning applications scrutinised 

During the 12 months from March 1986 to February 
1987 the CRA's Planning Sub-Committee looked at every 
planning application for the Chislehurst area submitted to 
the LBB. A total of 328 proposals were examined; it was 
decided to object to 103 of these. Observations were made 
with regard to another 25. Our objections included 
~rounds such as over-intensive development, 
mcompatibility with surroundings, injurious to the 
appearance of the Conservation Area, back-land 
development, and the loss of trees and Green Belt. 

The number of applications for Qur area is up on last 
year's figure and the level of CRA objections has risen by 
20. The higher rate of objections is a reflection of the fact 
that there are many who see Chislehurst as being under­
developed and with growth potential. There are others 
who wish to extend their properties insensitively with little 
or no regard to the likely impact on their neighbours. Our 
objections may therefore be seen as efforts to prevent 
Chislehurst from becoming indistinguishable from less 
pleasant adjoining areas. 

MANY SUCCESSES 
Our successful representations included: 
Proposed change of use from shop to wine bar at No. 

12 High Street (formerly Cullens) - loss of retail outlet 
and exacerbation of late night disturbance. 

Proposed block of 43 flats at Coolings Nurseries-loss 
of valued retail outlet (Appeal decision awaited). 

Proposed 32 houses in wooded area at the rear of South 
Home, KemnaJ Road -loss of woodland in Green Belt­
upheld by Appeal Inspector. 

Request for Tree Preservation Orders at the rear of 
Warren Wood, Willow Grove and rear of 3-5, and 7 
Willow Vale. This resulted in preservation orders made 
for a total of 28 trees. 

CAUSE FOR CONCERN 
That we did not always succeed in getting our point of 

view endorsed by the LBB may be seen not so much as an 
indication that we were wrong but as evidence that the 
Council has been susceptible to pressure from the DoE to 
allow that which they would really prefer to refuse. The 
sharp increase in the number of Appeal decisions that 
have over-turned Council refusals has also undermined 
their will to resist. 

POSTAL SERVICES 
no mechanisation for Bromley 

The Post Office have ruled out mechanisation of the 
sorting office in BromJey as uneconomical. Fired with 
pressure to improve local postal services, the Post Office 
undertook to review the services in the area and formulate 
proposals for making improvements. The LBB will 
monitor progress to ensure that satisfactory arrangements 
will eventually be made for sorting and delivery. 

The CRA has in the past made representation to our 
MP, Roger Sims, about postal services in Chislehurst, and 
we will continue to voice members' opinions. 

SIGNS IN THE 
lllGHS1REET 
conservation laws ignored 

The rash of gaudy illuminated signs that broke out on 
some business premises in the High Street last Autumn 
provoked indignant complaints from members, often to 
the businesses concerned. As a result, the worst of the 
off~nding signs and advertisements h~venot been lit up at 
night for some weeks, but that may be only temporary 
relief. 

What mystifies many members is how such outrages 
happen in a street which has supposedly been protected by 
law for the last fifteen years as a ConservatIon Area, in 
which any changes should 'conserve' and 'enhance' the 
appearance of the street. It is certainly not for the lack of 
attention by the Association, which has repeatedly 
objected ·to unsightly developments. Fortunately a good 
number of businesses, both old-established and new, 
continue to show excellent taste in the appearance of their 
premises, but their efforts are being increasingly 
undermined by garish neighbours. 

CRA SURVEY AND REPORT 
The Execu tive Commi ttee felt strongly that much more 

should be done to support good, and discourage bad, 
design in the High Street and last October had a full survey 
carned out, and a report prepared. The report was 
presented to the Council , and followed up recently by a 
meeting with the Chief ArchitectIPlanner. The CRA put 
forward a number of useful suggestions, which were 
discussed along with the efforts already made by the 
Council. Copies of our report and correspondence were 
also sent to our Ward Councillors and the Chamber of 
Commerce, to enlist their support of our cnmpaign. We 
have already received valuable encouragement from the 
Civic Trust. 

Our proposals refer not only to commercial 
advertisements but also to official signs and other aspects 
of the High Street. Taken into account now, when theHigh 
Street is enjoying the rare distinction of a responsible 
'face-lift', our proposals could, when implemented, add 
lasting benefits. 

We hope to report more fully on future action at the 
Annual General Meeting and ID the next issue of The 
Cockpit. 

BONFIRES 
action can be taken 

The season of bonfires will soon be with us again and 
there is no byelaw prohibiting them. However, it is an 
offence for smoke from a bonfire to be a nuisance. If you 
suffer in this way and your neighbours are unwilling to 
make sure they are not causing a smoke nuisance then ¥~u 
can contact the Environmental Health Officer at theCIVlc 
Hall, who will investigate and can take ~ppropriateaction. 

The LBB recommend that bonfires be kept to a 
minimum and combustible materials taken to the Refuse 
Disposal Depot at Waldo Road (off Homesdale Road, 
BromJey). 



lllGH STREET 
IMPROVEMENTS 
work continues 

As we have all observed, good progress is being made 
with the improvements to the High Street. It is unfortunate 
that shortly after work had commenced the weather 
deteriorated and we experienced a heavy snowfall which 
added to the inconveniences arising out of the operations. 
We have been asked why the Council chose to start on the 
improvements in the depths of winter. The answer is that 
the money allocated for the exercise has to be spent during 
the current financial year. We have quite recently been 
informed by Councillor Crask, Chainnan of the Technical 
Services Committee, that a fu rther allocation of money is 
going to be made available to extend the improvement and 
that consultation will take place with the CRA Committee 
and other organisations before work is carried out. We 
hope that the four trees planted on the Library forecourt, 
to replace the two vandalised last year, will be left to 
mature without further intenerence. 

TRAFFIC CONTROLS IN THE 
HIGH STREET 

The High Street, at the time of writing, bears a slight 
resemblance to trench wanare, between the footpath 
improvements and the channels being prepared for traffic 
lights and the transfer of the Pelican crossing. No doubtwe 
shall soon return to peace and tranquillity. The 
!\sso~iation ~as long pressed for traffic lights at the 
JunctIOn of WIllow Grove and Park Road with the High 
Street. So has the Chamber of Commerce. Controls at this 
junction will give everyone in turn, including pedestrians, 
safer movement and passage instead of the Russian 
Roulette which is being played at present. 

The movement of the Pelican crossing and narrowin~ of 
the road are intended to facilitate the crossing of the High 
Street in safety. 

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 
Parking outside Sainsbury and on the opposite side 

continues to present problems, U-turns without warning 
from a parking position and double parking being two of 
them. A third problem is that of the mis-use of the Orange 
Card which is issued to those who have a disability. The 
Council has looked at this problem very carefully in recent 
months and it has ordained that in future Orange Cards 
must carry a photograph of the person to whom the card 
has been Issued. This, we hope, will dissuade the fit and 
robust from borrowing the cards in order to gain unfair 
advantages over other shoppers. 

NUISANCE OF TROLLEYS 
Abandoned supermarket trolleys continue to be a 

nuisance in Chislehurst, and the CRA asked some time 
ago that Sainsbury's reinstate the deposit system to 
overcome this problem. To date this has not been done. 
We will see if the new traffic control system in the High 
Street improves the situation, and if not we will make 
further efforts to find a ~olution. We will also note with 
interest the success of the LBB's trial scheme running in 
Bromley, which collects and impounds abandoned 
trolleys until a £5 recovery charge is paid by the owners. 

TREES IN ClllSLEHURST 
The distribution of the new leaflet last Autumn was 

most favourably received and commented upon by 
members of the Association. As a result of the drop made 
in the Conservation Area we have received applications 
for membership from over a hundred residents. 

There are parts of Chislehurst which are not within the 
Conservation Area, notably the Leesons Hill/Marlings 
Park section where there are many fine trees which need 
preserving. We strongly advise residents in the parts not 
protected by Conservation Area regulations to apply to 
the Council for Tree Preservation Orders to be placed on 
any good trees which they possess. They should write to 
the Chief ArchitectIPlanner at Bromley Civic Centre. He 
will contact his Tree Preservation Officer who will come 
and inspect the trees. 

Members who have doubts about the legality of tree­
felling or trimming operations should contact Miss C. 
Gibson, the Tree Preservation Officer, at the Civic Centre. 
(telephone 464 3333 ext. 4333). If Miss Gibson is not 
available a message should be left with a member of the 
Planning Department. 

With the growing number of planning applications 
being put forward for development in well-wooded parts 
of ChIslehurst our Planning Sub-Committee is now 
submitting applications for Tree Preservation Orders on 
blocks of trees in these high risk areas to prevent possible 
despoilation. 

Recently, we have written to the management of British 
Rail regarding a report which appeared m the Press. The 
report stated that an over-kill operation in the cutting 
down of trees on railway embankments had been taking 
place in the Autumn. BritishRail explained that wet leaves 
adhering to rails often caused hold-ups. Observers who 
had Witnessed British Rail's operations, whilst 
appreciating thei r problems, felt that in many cases the 
thinning operation had been too drastic. 

WALDENROAD 
re-surfacing plans questioned 

Work on the long-sought improvements tothesunace 
of Walden Road was announced by LBB in D ecember. It 
was planned to raise both the level of the road and the 
footways by 2" and none of the existing kerb stones would 
be re-used. 

Residents in Walden Road (one of whom is a CRA 
Executive member) became very worried that the new 
level of the footways would require them to adjust the 
heights of their fences, and could cause problems of 
adverse draina~e into their drives and gardens. 

Representattons were made to the LBB to check on the 
necessity for the new levels, and of the methods proposed 
for resunacing. The LBB arranged a site meeting with 
CRA representatives and it was agreed that footway work 
on the south side should go ahead, but the north side would 
be deferred for further consideration by the LBB's 
engmeers. 

The CRA also asked theLBB to investigate further the 
necessity for extensive resunacing of the road sunace and 
of the method to be employed. The LBB expressed their 
readiness to consider the points raised by the eRA. The 
outcome of these negotiatIons will be reported in the next 
edition of The Cockpit. 



227 BUSES 
better service sought 

As a result of the large number of complaints we have 
received from members over the very poor and unreliable 
227 bus service, we formed a new sub-committee to 
investigate with London Buses Ltd. what could be done to 
improve the situation. 

The first meeting was held with London Buses on 25th 
February to make known the strength of members' 
feelings, quoting the experiences of many who reported 
waiting anything from 1 hour to 1 hour 40 minutes for a 
bus. 

London Buses explained that delays in the service were 
due mainly to traffic congestion, and the level of service 
was consistent with passenger loading and financial 
constraints. 

DO YOU HA YE PROBLEM? 

We suggested shortening the 227 route to achieve 
quicker turn-round times but this was considered by 
London Buses to be impractical both on passenger 
journeys and economic bus running. 

We also suggested re-routing the 269, and they a~reed 
to investigate this possibility of improving the seTVlce to 
Chislehurst village. They also agreed, as a result of our 
representation to carry out a survey of the route to see if 
any improvements can be made. 

If you have problems with these services please let us 
have brief details of times, dates and delays, so we can 
continue to press for a more reassuring response from 
London Buses. 

COUNTYGATEPLAYTING 
FIELD 

Formerly administered by the GLC this valuable site 
has now passed into the possession of the LBB. The CRA 
Committee noted this last Autumn and immediately 
contacted the Leader of the Council, asking that the 
playing field should be retained for leisure purposes for 
local teams. Members of the now defunct Chislehurst 
Leisure Committee were also approached with the 
suggestion that their various clubs should get together in 
order to avail themselves of this excellent facility which the 
Council is now in the process of improving. 

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT 
Green Belt development opposed 

The current application to extend Biggin Hill Airport 
by using Green Belt land for operational buildings is being 
considered by LBB's Development Control Committee. 
We believe that the application is opposed by the LBB. 
The CRA, as part of the Bromley Federation of Residents' 
Associations, strongly objects to such use of Green Belt 
land. 

Increased commercial useofBiggin Hill is also likely to 
cause considerably more noise over Chislehurst as 
aircraft circle on their landing approach. 

LOGS HILL 
foot path planned 

We have been asked by Chislehurst residents whose 
children go to Buller's Wood School if we could make 
things safer for them by asking the LBB to install a 
contmuous footpath on Logs Hill. Following a similar 
approach by Sundridge Park Resident's Association, the 
LBB is now negotiating to buy the freehold land in order to 
build the footpath. 

LITIER ABATEMENT 
DRIVE 
to be launched on April 24th 

Following the success of their Clean and Green 
campaign, the LBB will launch a new Litter Abatement 
Strategy on April 24th at the Civic Centre, followed by a 
festival flavour promotion on the weekend of the 25/26 
April. 

The Council is planning a comprehensive rang~. of 
practical means to clean up litter, dumped rubbish, fly 
posting and graffiti throughout the Borough. All sections 
of the community will be made aware of the campaign and 
asked to contribute to its success. 

The CRA welcomes this initiative and will give it all 
possible support. We look forward to the official 
announcements detailing the actions and services 
planned, and are confident that CRA members will make 
sure they are used to the full. 

REPORTING A PROBLEM 
TO THE COUNCIL 
It's easy with a Green Card 

Reply paid green post cards are available from the 
Library which make it very easy and convenient to advise 
the Council of matters requiring attention. The card lists 
such things as traffic signs, street lamps, glass, mud, road 
surfaces, overhanging vegetation, and blocked gullies. It 
also gives relevant telephone numbers in the Teclutical 
Services Department. 

'NUCLEAR WASTE 
The position in BromJey' 

This is the title of a new publication produced by the 
LBB so that residents can see what is going on concerning 
the transport of radioactive material through the borough. 

The report spells out the rail routes taken, the strength 
of the flasks containing nuclear material, and the 
emergency procedures to be followed in the unlikely event 
of an accident. 

A copy of the report can be seen in the Library, or 
obtained from Bromley Civic Centre, Rochester Avenue, 
Bromley, 



MEMBERS'SOCIAL 
September 12th 

Our annual Social Evening is always popular and weU 
attended. This year it will again be held at Grabam 
Chiesman House on Saturday 12th Septemberfrom 8.00 
p.m. to 10.00 p.m. Please note the date in your diary. 
Details regardmg availability of tickets will be made 
known later. 

WELCOME TO 
NEW ROAD STEWARDS 

The eRA has a strong voice in local affairs and its 
opinions are respected in matters affecting Chislehurst. 

In welcoming the following new Road Stewards we also 
thank those from whom they have taken over: 

Miss D. Cashman covering HattDn Court 
25 Hatton Court 
4670364 
Mr. G. Connolly 
66 White Horse Hill 
4676929 
Mr. M. J. Hammond 
10 Green Lane 
4672558 
Mr. A. H. Lovell 
12 Bromley Lane 
4671116 
Miss R. M. Matthews 
18 Bromley Lane 
4671704 

covering White Horse Hill 

covering Green Lane (even 
numbers) 

covering Bromley Lane 

covering Sturges Field 

The Executive Committee values very highly the work 
of our Road Stewards. They are our front-line contact with 
members, alerting us to problems, advising on matters in 
their own area, and supporting the Association in 
numerous other ways. We wish our new Road Stewards 
well. 

MAY QUEEN CEREMONY 
May 2 

This year's ceremony will be held at the traditional 
place on the Common on Saturday, 2nd May, at 3.00 p.m. 
The procession will leave Red Hill Primary School at 2.45 
p.m. and make its way via the High Street to the Common. 
Entrants for the children's fancy dress competition should 
report to Red Hill School at 2.15 p.m.Thecompetition will 
be judged on the Common. 

There are vacancies for the May Queen Retinue in 
1988. Applicants must be five years old at the time of 
joining. Please write to Mrs. V. E. Quinn, Hon. Secretary, 
Chislehurst May Queen Society, 18 Belmont Lane, 
Chislehurst. 

The Society is very much dependent upon the 
generosity of the public. Those wishing to make donations 
should contact either the Secretary or the Hon. Treasurer, 
Mrs. J. Peacock, 5 Alexander Road, Chislehurst. 

RAIL USERS' 
ASSOCIATION 

The CRA was instrumental in the formation of the 
Chislehurst and Elmstead Woods Rail Users' 
Association, whose AGM will be held on 3rd April at the 
Bickley Arms. Like us, the Rail Users' Association's 
strength depends on a thriving membership. If you are 
interested in joining, details can be obtained from their 
Chairman, Terry Baker (telephone 467 2002). 

NATIONAL TRUST 
1987 programme 

New and existing members of the National Trust are 
invited to join the local Orpington and Chislehurst Centre 
whose new season is now under way. The 1987 
programme includes talks on the evolution of the country 
cottage, Ely Cathedral and a history offootware; and visits 
to C1andon Park, the Red House at Bexleyheath, and Rye 
Special fund raising events such as Wine Tasting and a 
Craft Fair are also planned. 

Members of the Centre can if they wish help with 
organising events and outings or they are welcome just to 
come along and enjoy t9,tm. Furtber details from the 
Membership Secretary oil 01-290 5872. 


