





EUROPEAN YEAR OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

During the past twelve months, Peter Price, Euro MP
has been organising the FEuropean Year of the
Environment (EYE), which has involved four study
groups, drawn from the Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley and
Greenwich concentrating their attention on planning and
environmental matters. As a consequence, pressure is
being brought to bear on the MPsin the three Boroughs to
raise in Parliament the question of the increasing number
of planning appeals being allowed by the DoE. Various
projects have been undertaken, one of which will result in
the extension of the Green Chain. Our representatives on
these groups are Charles Dunn and Arnold Lovell.

The Bromley Federation of Residents’ Associations, in
parallel with EYE, has also pursued the subject of
planning appeals and is fighting the attemps of developers
to purchase properties in desirable areas in order to
demolish them and develop the acquired land on a more
intensive scale, thus destroying the scenic value of
attractive areas and opening the way for further
deterioration.

THE SOCIETY’S STATUS

Finally, a reference to our efforts to obtain charitable
status. We are still negotiating with the Charity
Commission and the AGM will be informed of the latest
position.

BOUNDARY BOMBSHELL

FORLOCAL
HOUSEHOLDERS

A week or so before Christmas thirty-nine
householders living in Walkden Road, Hill View and
Mainridge Road were shocked on receiving letters from
Bromley Council, informing them that the Council had
recommended transferring their properties to the
administration of the Borough of Greenwich. There had
been no prior indication to the householders concerned
that Bromley Council had been thinking along these lines.

The situation arose out of a request by the Boundary
Commission in London to local authorities, asking them
to review their boundaries, in consultation with
neighbouring local authorities, with a view to removing
any anomalies. Unlike Swanley Town Council, who had
approached householders, asking for their views on a
possible transfer from one authority to another, our own
Council had not canvassed the views of the householders
in the Walkden area.

100% OPPOSITION

Mr. B. Hope. Road Steward for the Walkden Road
area, alerted the Society to the situation and asked for its
support. This was readily promised. In the meantime, Mr,
Hope, together with Mr. Robert Goldsmith, a Society
member, canvassed the views of all the members and
residents involved. and it was no surprise to them to find
one hundred per cent opposition to the Council’s
recommendation to the Boundary Commission. A
petition was drawn up and signed by all concerned. The

preamble to the petition, stating the grounds for objection,
was ably and succinctly set down by Mr. Goldsmith, with
copies being sent to the Council, the Boundary
Commission, the Ward councillors and the Society. In
support of the petition the Society wrote to the Bromley
Council Boundary Review Sub-Committee, stating in
firm terms the Executive Committee’s deep concernat the
lack of consultation and asking that the recommendation
be withdrawn.

On January 12th The Society’s Chairman
accompanied Mr. Hope and Mr. Goldsmith to the Civic
Centre to attend a meeting of the Boundary Review Sub-
Committee. The householders’ and the Society’s
objections were made known and Councillor Reeves was
invited to speak to this item. He immediately proposed
that the Sub-Committee recommend to the General
Purposes Committee that the properties in the Walkden
Road area should remain within the Borough of Bromley.
This was agreed.

EXISTING BOUNDARY
RETAINED

On January 27th the General Purposes Committee
recommended that the Council's formal proposals for the
properties be withdrawn and the Boundary Commission
be informed the Authority supports the retention of the
existing Borough boundary with the exception of that part
of the boundary at present passing through No. 12
Hillview Road, which should be moved to the eastern side
of the property so thatitis completely within one borough.

The Society and the householders are grateful to Mr.
Hope and Mr. Goldsmith for their prompt action and for
the considerable amount of time they gave to combatting
this threat.

TREES TRAGEDY

from Pat Howley
Chairman, Trees Sub-Committee

The devastation caused by the October hurricane is
now becoming known, but the full impact of the damage
can only be experienced in the woods and parks before
coming to terms with it. Sadly it will be a long time before
the Chislehurst landscape regains its former beauty.
Bromley Council responded promptly and effectively to
the immediate problems to traffic and have followed this
up with the longer and more difficult task of cleaning
debris from road sides and generally helping to tidy up.
They have made good progress too in re-opening blocked
footpaths on Council land; the Scadbury Park circular
walk is now fully accessible for example.

BOOKLET AVAILABLE

In addition to practical work they have made available
for residents in the Borough, a booklet giving a wealth of
vital advice and information on damaged trees. An
exhibition was held in the New Year that presented an
assessment of the damage and the help needed. Both
money and enthusiasm will be required for the spring
planting season. It is hoped that private tree losses will be
replaced with ‘suitable’ trees, and with minimal use of
cypressus ‘Leylandii’ and the like.

Some Society members suggested the Society should




launchan appeal and this was considered by the Executive
Committee. The number of appeals began to proliferate,
and the Committee decided against launching a further
appeal of our own bearing in mind that Chislehurst will
sharein the good response to the Kentish Times Thousand
Tree Appeal.

In the meantime the urgent task was to assist the
Conservators with the clearance of footpaths and bridle
paths. to make the Commons available to the public again
and to avoid further damage by trampling to immature
saplings.

Itis moreimportant than ever that we now preserve the
trees we have; please help by being vigilant and
challenging unauthorised lopping and felling and
reporting it immediately to Miss Gibson. Tree
Preservation Officer, on 464 3333.

EUROPEAN YEAR OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

1987 to March 1988 was designated the European
Year of the Environment. Peter Price, MEP for the
Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley and Greenwich initiated a
number of working groups whose terms of reference were
to pursue a range of environmental issues relevant to the
three Boroughs. Our Committee felt that Chislehurst
should participate in this exercise and provided
Committee members for two of these groups, one on
planning and one on wildlife and open spaces. Charles
Dunn reports on the Planning Group and Arnold Lovell
on the Open Spaces Group.

THE PLANNING GROUP

EYE was launched in March 1987 with two objectives
— to raise awareness across Europe of the importance of
environmental protection and to carry out practical
projects of lasting value. These objectives are considered
so important that they will continue after the year end.

The organisation receives a grant from the DoE not
normally considered by us as a friend of the Environment.
Indeed one of the main tasks of the Planning Section is
pinpointing the harmful overruling of sensible local
Council planning decisions by misguided Inspectors
appointed by the DoE.

Meetings take place monthly and the Chislehurst
Society supplies two members.

Strong representations are expected to be made shortly
by all the MPs in the areas mentioned below to ensure that
Planning decisions should return where they ought to be
i.e.in local hands. The area concerned is Bexley, Bromley
and Greenwich boroughs under the title of the London SE
Euro-constituency under the chairmanship of our Euro.
MP. Peter Price.

THE OPEN SPACES GROUP

The Open Spaces Group adopted modest aims. It
participated with the London Wildlife Trust and other
conservation groups in the clearance of Rectory Lane
pond (Sidcup), and prepared a proposal to extend the
Green Chain walk. The Green Chain walk currently
begins at Kent House station, Penge, and links a chain of
parks, open spaces and woodland through Bromley,
Lewisham, Bexley and Greenwich to the Thames Barrier
and Thamesmead. Itis about 16 miles long and includes a

number of circular walks along the links.

In Chislehurst the walk can be picked up in Elmstead
Woods. by the railway bridge at the bottom of Sundridge
Park golf course. The Open Spaces Group proposal is to
extend the walk by a further 8 miles, from Kent House to
Selsdon Woods Nature Reserve. This would mean
bringing Croydon Borough into the chain. Bromley
Council has accepted the proposal in principle and it has
even talked with the Green Chain Working Party. which
includes representatives of all  four participating
Boroughs. Peter Price has given the proposal enthusiastic
support. Detailed guides (there are four sections) on the
Green Chain Walk are available free from Bromley
library. Any Society members who would like a guided
ramble along the Green Chain Walk, or a section of it, are
invited to contact Arnold Lovell (tel: 467 1116).

ADVISORY PANEL FOR
CONSERVATION AREAS

a report from Charles Dunn

Since the last contribution to ‘The Cockpit’ on
Conservation matters the ‘Committee’ has become a
‘Panel’. Bromley Council provides secretarial assistance
and accommodation but with no Councillor membership
itis no longer a Council Committee.

The Panel comprises ‘full members’ mostly with
professional qualifications backed up by members
representing only theirownareasand attending only when
their area features on the Agenda. As Chislehurst
Planning Applications produce almost half those for the
whole Borough. our representatives are kept busyat every
meeting. Proof of the value of our recommendations s that
85% are accepted by Bromley Council.

The Panel meets every four weeks and considers every
Planning Application likely to affect our Conservation
Area thus complying with the Act of Parliament to
preserve and enhance our Environment.

Marking the public concern with the increasing threats
tothese aims is the creation of a new organisation (EYE —
see separate article) on which in the interests of the people
of Chistlehurst our Society is also represented.

Hereitmay be ofinterest tomembers of the Chislehurst
Society to learn that unlike some local organisations
interested in planning and environmental matters our
Society receives no grants or donations from any official
body.

POLICE/COMMUNITY
CONSULTATIVE PANEL

We have been asked by the Federation delegate to this
panel to inform residents that they are entitled to attend
meetings of the panel. Future meetings are:-

Tuesday 10 May Central Methodist Church

at 8.00 p.m. Jolwood Road, Bromley
Tuesday 12 July Charles Darwin School
at 8.00 p.m. Jail Lane, Biggin Hill
Tuesday 13 September Ramsden School for Girls
at 8.00 p.m. Tintagel Road, Orpington
Tuesday 8 November The Glebe School.
at 8.00 p.m. Hawes Lane. West Wickham




JUNCTION OF
SEVENOAKS WAY/
LEESON HILL

On October 22nd, representatives of the Society’s
Executive Committee accompanied by Mr. Herbert
Kingsbury, Road Steward for Leesons Hill, met
Councillor Crask, Chairman of the Technical Services
Committee, to discuss the Council’'s proposals for
improving road safety at this problem junction.
Councillors Mrs. J. Bryant and Mrs. J. Wykes were also
present, as were the Councillors representing St. Paul's
Cray Ward.

The plan for improvement of this junction, which has a
bad accident record, was examined and discussed. It was
considered by the Society representatives that the plan
posed nogreatthreat withregard toanincreasein trafficin
Leesons Hill.

The meeting then turned its attention to the junction of
Leesons Hill with St. Paul's Cray Road. The view
expressed by our representatives was that permanent
traffic lights would be acceptable, provided that no
encroachment of the Commons took place. The Council
Officers agreed to go back to the drawing board and to
carry out a traffic survey in February or March following
the completion of works on the A20.

CLEARING THE PATHS...

areport from Arnold Lovell

Immediately after the hurricane the Commons were
virtually closed to walkers (and their dogs) and to horse
. riders. The Conservators’ small workforce was faced with
immediate problems of securing access for some
householders and removing hazards to passing vehicles.
The Conservators agreed, therefore, to accept the help of
volunteers, so long as it was understood they would be
working at their own risk. I was invited by the Executive
Committee to organise a volunteer workforce, and a
leaflet was issued appealing for helpers. We aimed to
remove all we could with the help of bow saws, with the
Conservators’ workforce following up our efforts with
chain saws to deal with the large trunks.

MANY HELPERS

The response to the Society’s appeal was splendid.
From the end of October until immediately before
Christmas, on Wednesday and Saturday mornings groups
of volunteers hacked a way through blocked footpaths,
opening up the two centre Commons, and by early
December good progress was made on St. Paul’s Cray
Commons and on bridle paths. One Saturday saw a large
turnout organised by the Association of Chislehurst
Churches. and on the following Sunday by the Chislehurst
Women'’s Institute.

The work was tough but not withoutits fun, and the co-
operative spirit of the groups was immensely satisfying to
all who participated, especially when we saw the cleared
paths once more being used by the public. There were no
accidents, just a few grazed hands and the discovery of
muscles we never knew existed. Reports in the local press
were a little surprising in the lack of recognition of this

continuous work by Society members, but thatis the press
for you. Our efforts, however, are appreciated by the
Conservators, who wrote thanking the Society for our
efforts.

SPRING OFFENSIVE

Our work on the Commons has not been resumed since
Christmas because of the uncertain weather and wet
conditions. Clearly there is a great deal still to be done,
including the removal of brushwood, a possible fire
hazardin the future. The Conservators will considerin the
Spring if volunteer labour could make a further effective
contribution. If this is the case I will telephone those on the
original lists. Anyone interested and not on thelists, please
telephone me on 467-1116.

... AND REMOVING THE
LITTER

Now the footpaths are re-opened, litter is also re-
appearing. The Society’s anti-litter campaign was
announced in the Augustissue of ‘The Cockpit’ and there
was a good response to the appeal for volunteers.
Chislehurst’s litter problem was discussed with Mrs. Pat
Ellender, the newly appointed Bromley Council Litter
Abatement Officer, and we put to her a number of
proposals on litter clearance in the area, including the
provision and clearing of litter bins, action in black spots,
and other related issues. Mrs. Ellender was most helpful,
and later attended an Executive Committee meeting. A
letter that she prepared for us following the meeting is

published in this issue.
By mid-October, helped by monthly ‘sweeps’ of the

Commons organised by Environment Bromley, the main
Commons paths were cleared of litter, and the problem
appeared to be how to maintain this happy condition. That
was on the eve of the hurricane. The anti-litter campaign
has now been resumed. Some Society members have
volunteered to keep stretches of footpaths near their
homes clear of litter. Please let me know if you would like
to help in our longer term anti-litter operation.

AN OPENLETTER
from Pat Ellender

Dear Members,
Clean and Tidy Campaign

Youare all involved one way or the other in keeping the
Borough clean and tidy. Whether you are a Conservator
or Society Member, with interests over the whole
common, or a local resident dealing with your own
frontage and local problems, I am grateful for this
opportunity to explain something of our campaign.

Firstly, may I be clear, the Council cannot and does not
do all of the clearing up in the area! It is hoped that all
residents will keep their front gardens and immediate area
clear of litter, and that local shops or businesses do the
same as well as storing all their waste materials suitably.
The Cleansing Division is responsible for cleaning the
highways and footpaths, while parks and many open
spaces are cleaned by the Recreation Department and
Chislehurst Common by the Conservators.

So what is being done?

I will start with litter bins as the new ones are highly
visible at bus stops in the area. These large capacity bins




will, we hope, reduce the amount of dropped and wind
blown litter. They are sited so as to enable our vehicles to
safely and speedily empty them. More column mounted
bins are due to be installed as supplies become available.

Road-sweeping frequencies haveall beenreviewed and
some have been increased. They will go into full operation
with our new contractors starting in April. If your road, or
pavementis not swept regularly (weekly or fortnightly) let
Technical Services Division know.

In Chislehurst particularly, many of the green areas
close to the highway are common land, and maintained
and litter-picked by the Conservators, not the Council.
However, if you are in any doubt about a particular area
which does not seem to be getting the attention it needs —
please contact this office and we'll help if we can.

The key to keeping Bromley clean and tidy is people’s
attitude to litter and littering.

Ifachangein this attitude can be broughtabout, then the
scale of the problem should drop dramatically. There is
nothing so certain as litter breeding litter.

If people see a clean site they're often reluctant to drop
the first bit. So, may I urge you to do two things? Firstly, as
I'm sure the majority of you already do, keep your own
frontages clear. Remove the odd bits of litter that comes
your way between clean ups.

Secondly, be prepared to show your disapproval of
other people’s anti-social habits. Take the car number
plate of the driver who throws rubbish out of his window,
or fly-tips waste. Give us details and a description of the
driver and if you'll act as a witness, we'll try to prosecute.

There have been successful prosecutions for littering,
fly-tipping, dog fouling, abandoning supermarket trolleys,
etc.

Bromley's staff are extremely busy battling with all
these problems. I could go on into great details about our
negotiations with supermarkets about trolleys, with
property owners about graffiti removal, with public
utilities about littered sites and heaps of spoil left on the
highways, about inspections of commercial premises for
waste procedures. Also, we have given, to date, over 100
talks to primary schools on an anti-litter and
environmental/conservation theme.

Aided by the ever popular Tidyman who visits the
theatre, schools, fetes and fairs, the youngsters are being
‘trained!” The older children are next. . .

Pleasecall the Litter HotLine (01-464 3333 Ext.4250)
for any details of the Clean and Tidy Campaign, or to tell
us details of your litter black spots or problem sites.

We will be happy to help where we can.

Yours faithfully
Pat Ellender
Litter Abatement Officer

LETTER TO HRH
THE PRINCE OF WALES

Members will be interested to learn that following the
Prince of Wales's recent speech at the Mansion House on
architecture, when he referred to some of the
monstrosities now being perpetrated, the Society wrote to
him, expressing its thanks for the encouragement that his
public supportforbetter architecture has brought to many
local amenity societies such as ours.

ROAD STEWARDS
a thank you and a welcome

The following Road Stewards have recently resigned

owing to various circumstances:-
Mr. and Mrs. D. Baker, Mr. E. W, Burton, Dr. M. Corley,
Mrs. H. Gambleton, Mrs. A. Nurse and Miss S. Spence.
We thank then very warmly for their services to the
Society.

The followinghave kindly volunteered tobecome Road
Stewards:-

Mrs. M. Aldis covering Holbrook Lane, Mrs. L.
Gambrill covering Lower Camden, Mr. G. W. Godfrey
covering Elmstead Lane (Walden Road — Elmstead
Wood Station), Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Thorogood covering
Marlow Close, Mr. J. T. Shrosbree covering Ingleby Way.

The Executive Committee values very highly the work
of our Road Stewards. They are our front-line contact with
members, alerting us to problems, advising on matters in
their own area, and supporting the Society in numerous
other ways. We wish our new Road Stewards well.

CHISLEHURST IN
CAMERA

a photographic record

For those interested in Chislehurst’s past, Pat Bushell's
book “Chislehurst in Camera’ offers a charming and
fascinating history in pictures from the late 19th Century
to the early 1950s. The book contains over 70
photographs (all in black and white) and costs £7.95. Itis
available from PAPER LANE (formerly Coolings) in
Chislehurst High Street.

MAY QUEEN CEREMONY
May 7th

This year’s ceremony will be held at the traditional
place on the Common on Saturday May 7th, at 3.00 p.m.
The procession will leave Red Hill Primary School at 2.45
p.m. and make its way via the High Street to the Common.
Entrants for the children’s fancy dress competition should
report to Red Hill School at 2.15 p.m. The competition
will be judged on the Common.

There are vacancies for the May Queen Retinue in
1989. Applicants must be five years old at the time of
joining. Please write to Mrs. V. E. Quinn, Hon. Secretary,
Chislehurst May Queen Society, 18 Belmont Lane,
Chislehurst.

This Society is very much dependent upon the
generosity of the public. Those wishing to make donations
should contact the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. J. Peacock, 5
Alexander Road, Chislehurst.




