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THE CHANNEL TUNNEL 
RAIL LINK 
De-progress Report from 
Arnold LoveII 

After all the discussion, work and preparation, BR 
announced they do not intend to proceed with the high 
speed tunnel rail link from Kings Cross to Swanley. This 
was not unexpected. The article in the last issue of The 
Cockpit referred to BR's Management assessment that the 
link was on1y just marginally commercial. As it turns out 
rising costs, not only construction costs, but the cost of 
meeting the high environmental standards which groups 
throughout S.E. London and Kent succeeded in estab­
lishing, led BR to go back to the drawing board. BR have 
refused to discuss what they have in mind, and no 
indication of their revised plans is anticipated for 
sometime. But it seems virtually certain that revised 
proposals will revert to the original concept of developing 
the existing track so that it can handle both Channel Tunnel 
passenger and freight traffic. This is grim news for residents 
living near the BeamIey South lines. 

The BeamIey Residents' Federation recommended 
Beamley Council to accept BRs proposals for the tunnel 
rail link because if feared that if BR were thwarted in their 
plans, they would indeed revert to their initial proposals. 
The Chislehurst Society did not support the Federation 
view on this, preferring to argue for alternative routes 
across North Kent, the TALIS and RACHEL options. 
However, the Federation has now revised its views on the 
grounds that the BR decision means all is in the melting pot. 
Four major strategic objectives have been formulated: 

First, press for the T ALIS and RACHEL options to 
be re-opened. 

Second, seek maximum compensation for people living 
on the Bromley South route together with full 
environmental protection from noise and 
vibration. 

Third, press for a Government subsidy for the link. In 
the absence of any compensation or protection 
against noise, effectively the residents near the 
line will be subsidising BR's profits and the 
prices paid by passengers and freight. 

Chairman: 
H. T. O. BROWN 

(01-4673790) 

Fourth, the tunnel from Swanley to Kings Cross set an 
environmental standard. We shall press for an 
equivalent standard in any revised 
arrangement. 

To achieve these objectives we shall put maximum 
pressure on our local and national representatives. It seems 
that Chislehurst residents li ving near the proposed 
alignment of the tunnel rail link are reprieved. This is good 
news for them. But residents li ving at the Petts Wood end 
of Chislehurst and near the Swanley/Bromley South line 
now face the double misery referred to in the opening 
paragraph, and into the indefinite future. And who knows 
what BR may have in store for the Orpington line, running 
through Chislehurst to Elmstead Woods? Residents along 
the track in Lower Camden have been told by BR to vacate 
part of the land at the end of their gardens, which legally 
belongs to BR but has not been claimed for many years. 

THE ALUN JONES 
MEMORIAL FUND 

Following discussions between members of the family of 
the late Alun J ones, suggestions were made to the 
Executive Committee of the Chislehurst Society regarding 
possible uses that might be made of this fund, which now 
exceeds £800. 

After further discussion with Mrs. Joy Jones, who is 
herself a member of the Executive Committee, it was 
agreed unanimously that a Chislehurst Environmental 
Schools Award project should be established on an annual 
basis for the benefit of children and young people attending 
schools in the locality. 

Informal mention of this proposal to Members and some 
Chief Officers in Bromley Education Department has been 
received with both interest and approval. Mention of this 
proposal in outline likewise has been received with interest 
and enthusiasm in several local schools. 

This proposal may be particularly timely as the National 
Curriculum is being introduced, in which Environmental 
Studies constitute a cross-curriculum element. 

A small sub-committee has been set up consisting of Joy 
Jones, Norman Bell, Treasurer of the Society, and Bruce 
Hurn (Chairman), Vice-Chairman of the Society. 

More details of the proposals for the Alun Jones Award 
project will be placed before members of the Society at the 
Annual General Meeting, when comments will be 
welcome. 

Editor: 
P. A. TURNER 



UK CONGRESS OF 
AMENITY SOCIETIES, 
Christ Church, Oxford, 
15-17 September 1989 
VISION OF THE 1990's 

This conference, organised by the Civic Trust, was 
attended by some 200 delegates , representing over 180 
Amenity Societies in the UK. The Vice-Chairman of the 
Chislehurst Society. Bruee Hum, a member of the 
Education Group of the Civic Trust, attended as the 
delegate of the Chislehurst Society . 

Topics presented and discussed within an extremely full 
conference programme were wide ranging, and included 
consideration of the relationships between the Civic Trust 
and amenity societies, and between local amenity societies 
and each other in some regions. 

Lectures included presentations, often illustrated, 
entitled : The Future Pattern of Shopping, The Right Place 
for New Housing, Getting Transport Investment Right (a 
lecture by a Deputy Secretary, Department of Transport), 
and A Planner's View. 

There were useful discussion groups, a congress 
overview by Dr. Patrick Nuttgens and a closing paper by 
Martin Bradshaw, Director of the Civic Trust, entitled 
Vision for the Future. 

The conference was written up by the Chislehurst 
Society's delegate in the form of a 12 side report . A copy of 
this report is now available for loan and return to individual 
members via Road Stewards. Those members who sub­
scribe to the Civic Trust's journal, Heritage Outlook, will 
have read, already, a report of the conference. 

LONDON GREEN BELT 
COUNCIL 
Government will uphold protection 
policy 

Addressing the Council's October AGM at the House of 
Commons, The Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Christopher Patten, reviewing the situation since the Green 
Belts were established in 1938, said that the aim of 
preventing urban sprawl and the merging of towns had 
been achieved; but the pressures for more and more 
development were now far greater than in 1938. The 
completion of the M25 in particular had led to a great 
interest among developers to encroach on the Metropolitan 
Green Belt, and he had no doubt that a relaxation of 
control would lead to the very urban sprawl which had been 
so successfully avoided over the last 50 years. 

Green Belts had also helped the recycling of urban land, 
but there was a limit to the increased density acceptable in 
cities. The duty to prepare local plans given to London 
Boroughs would give them the opportunity to debate and 
agree density policies for their areas in the context of the 
housing provisions agreed by them with the London 
Planning Advisory Committee. However, derelict land 
along both banks of the Thames, particularly in Dock­
lands, could provide thousands of extra houses without 
imposing heavy pressures on existing settlements. 

Mr. Patten rejected pleas for developing derelict Green 
Belt land, saying that it would be an invitation to owners 
and developers to neglect it . Government policy was that all 
Green Belt was special. Referring to the rejection, with 
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costs against the developers, of the various large shopping 
and leisure centres, the main reason was the adverse effect 
they would have on the ability of the sites to fulfil Green 
Belt purposes. As to the criterion of "very special 
circumstances", the Government would take a strict and 
careful view of any such circumstances that could qualify, 
and while not definable in advance, they would, by their 
very nature, be rare. Overall, there was a clear duty to 
continue protection of Green Belts, and the Government 
could be relied upon to uphold this policy. 

CONSERVATION 
Encouraging Signs 

Chislehurst owes a debt to two courageous ladies, 
Professor Hannah Steinberg and Dr. Elizabeth Sykes, who 
representing themselves, took the Environment Secretary 
to the High Court in 1988 and won, overturning his 
Inspector's earlier ruling allowing development neither 
preserving nor enhancing the environment in a 
Conservation Area. 

This outstanding victory was the first since the 1971 Act 
that established the overriding importance of so doing, and 
which had previously received little or no attention from 
local authorities or the DoE. Already BromIey Council has 
responded favourably conforming more to the views our 
own Society had been urging for many years. 

The odds are now more in favour of conservationists and 
"Greens". Your APCA (Advisory Panel for Conservation 
Areas) representatives continue to put the case for retaining 
the wooded rural character of Chislehurst, and our High 
Street Sub-Committee, after the regrettable failure of the 
CHIS '77 scheme, continues to work closely with Bromley 
Council to enhance the shopping area. 

With the co-operation of the various local amenity 
societies, the Council will be producing a Policy for the 
enhancement of all Conservation Areas in the Borough, 
and there is no longer a presumption by the DoE in favour 
of the developer in planning matters. So with the current 
otherwise unwelcome 15070 Bank rate dampening 
developers' enthusiasm for tearing down one perfectly 
good house for replacement by a cramped development of 
up to six houses or a block of flats, Chislehurst seems likely 
to obtain at least a temporary respite from their mercenary 
attentions. 

FARMING TO CONTINUE AT 
HAWKWOOD 
Information issued by the Kent & 
East Sussex Region of The National 
Trust (October 1989) 

The National Trust is pleased to announce that Tongs 
Farm Hawkwood will remain under agriculture for the 
foreseeable future. 

For nearly nine months, the Trust has been reviewing the 
long-term problems facing the agricultural industry in 
general, and by farmers on the urban fringe in particular. 
The Trust has considered a number of options, and has 
consulted closely with specialist advisers. interested local 
people, Residents Associations and tenants on the 
Hawkwood Estate. 

As a result of these discussions, which have proved 
extremely useful and informative to all parties concerned 
and have certainly made local people more aware of the 



costs and problems involved in caring for agreen " lung" in 
an urban area, it has become clear that there is no easy 
answer to the long-term management of the estate. 

For the foreseeable future, the Trust has decided that the 
most acceptable option is to continue letting the farm as an 
agricultural unit whilst ensuring that the standard of 
farming does not deteriorate to a level where it becomes 
impossible for it to continue. 

During the course of the review, the Trust has always 
stated that it would like to see agriculture continue on the 
farm if at all possible and it is pleased that this has been the 
outcome. However, as the state of agriculture in general 
continues to change, so, as on all Trust farms. will the 
situation be kept under review. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Chislehurst Society in 
whose area Tongs Farm is situated was not one of the 
Residents' Associations enjoying any form of 
consultation with The National Trust. 

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP 
FOR CHISLEHURST SCHOOLS 

Recently, with the full agreement of the Executive 
Committee, the important process of informing local 
schools of the status and activities of the Chislehurst 
Society has made very considerable progress. At the time of 
going to press the following schools have taken up, or are 
about to take up, affiliated membership of the Society: 
Coopers School, Marjorie McClure School, Beaverwood 
School, Farrington's School, Mead Road Infant School, 
Chislehurst (St. Nicholas) CE Primary School, Edgebury 
Primary School, and Babington House School. 

A subscription, which will largely defray costs of 
sufficient copies of The Cockpit, has been proposed and 
readily agreed to by each school. Importantly, each school 
is able to maintain regular informal contact with the 
Society, in particular through contact between the Head or 
a nominated liaison teacher and the Vice Chairman, Bruce 
Hum. 

Already, at the December meeting of the Executive 
Committee, a group of 3rd and 4th year pupils of Coopers 
School, accompanied by their liaison teacher Mr. N. 
Johnson, have given members an excellent account of their 
extra curriculum environmental studies centred on the lake 
near to the Southern boundary of Coopers School field. 
Their presentation, which was greatly appreciated by the 
committee, was supported by maps, photographs and a 
model. 

One school, which has taken up affIliated membership, 
has particularly welcomed the suggestion that short articles 
or reports on school local environmental studies will be 
considered for possible publicatioh in The Cockpit from 
time to time. 

The Executive Committee feels sure that members of the 
Society will welcome these new members and will value the 
contributions they will make to the work of the Chislehurst 
Society. 

TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
As a result of representations by the Society the traffic 

signals at the end of Willow Grove have now been modified 
so that the traffic from Park Road is stopped a few seconds 
before the Willow Grove signals go to red. This should help 
to cut down the queueing in Willow Grove. 
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RAIL USERS' ASSOCIATION 
On the 1st November the committee of the Chislehurst 

and Elmstead Woods Rail Users' Association met Mr. 
Harrison-Mee, Network Manager (South East), and two of 
his staff - Mr. Bulman, Route Manager, and Mr. Rowley, 
Service Planning Manager. The meeting was primarily 
arranged to dHcuss the implications of withdrawing the 
through service to Bromley North. 

Mr. Mee explained that of the three morning peak trains 
that ran to Charing Cross only the middle one (round about 
8 o'clock) could be justified on capacity grounds. It was for 
this reason that the service to Bromley North was being 
modified. By cutting out the through service they would 
have extra slots at Charing Cross for the very much more 
heavily loaded lines from North Kent. They also propose 
taking one track up from Grove Park to Bromley North 
and removing platforms at Bromley North and Bickley 
with the object of making the line more efficient. To 
compensate for the withdrawal of the 8 o'clock service they 
propose running an extra service from Orpington to 
Charing Cross. They were at great pains to emphasise that 
they had no intention of closing the line. 

The meeting discussed the introduction of the new 
rolling stock - our line will be one of the last to be 
equipped. BR are hoping shortly to get financial approval 
from the Treasury for the lengthening of the platforms in 
the North West Kent area to accommodate the new 12 car 
trains. 

The committee raised the question of the large number 
of cancellations that were still occurring. Mr. Mee said that 
although he now had the right numbers of crews the 
problem was in the length of time it takes to train a driver. 
When the new drivers are fully trained the situation should 
improve. 

The refurbishment of Chislehurst station was .also 
discuss sed and Mr. Mee was given a long list of 
observations and queries as to what has been done and, 
more importantly, what has not been done and the way the 
whole project was managed. Mr. Mee said they would 
study the document and reply to the Association. 

MAY QUEEN CEREMONY 
5th May 

This year's ceremony will again be held at the traditional 
place on the Common on Saturday, 5th May, at 3.00 p.m . 

The procession will leave Red Hill Primary School at 
2.45 p .m. and make its way via the High Street to the 
Common. Entrants for the children 's fancy dress 
competition should report to Red Hill School at 2.15 p.m. 
The competition will be judged on the Common. 

The May Queen Society is very much dependent on the 
generosity of the public. Those wishing to make donations 
should contact the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs J. Peacock, 5 
Alexander Road, Chislehurst. 

SLEEPING POLICEMEN 
As a result of representations made by Road Stewards on 

behalf of their members, the Society has requested the 
Borough to install road humps on the following roads:­

Lubbock Road, Walden Road, Park Road, Bull Lane, 
Manor Park Road. 

The first four roads have now been included in the 
Borough's 'consideration' list but unfortunately Manor 
Park Road does not meet the criteria for road humps. 



PRICKEND POND 
On 1st November 1989 the Commons Conservators were 

delighted to see the first mechanical digger on site, in 
preparation for the major desilting operation on this 
popular amenity pond. 

Prickend pond had not received any major care for fifty 
years and it became imperative to arrange such care if the 
pond was not to fill up with silt and eventually become a 
marshy area. 

This work is a costly procedure and having obtained 
quotations from a number of contractors, the 
Conservators selected one as being the most competitive as 
well as giving due consideration to the waterfowl, fish and 
water plants. 

Then the money had to be found, and thanks to the LBB 
jLandscapes for Leisure' scheme, we were pleased to hear 
that the work had been funded and started without delay . 
This was particularly welcome as the water level was at an 
all·time low. 

The work is now completed, and with luck and a wet 
winter the water level should be nearer to normal, the fish 
and plants will be restocked, and the birds will have 
returned. 

The only permanent change will be the banks of silt 
draining and drying out, which will ultimately be grassed 
over when firm enough to bear weight in safety. (It was 
prohibitively expensive to take the silt away) . 

We all look forward to a sparkling pond this summer ,let 
us hope that it will not be restocked with empty drinks cans! 

The photographs. taken in November 1989. show the work 
in progress. 
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THE FALKLANDS TREE 
In the Autumn of 1982 a small oak tree was planted by 

the Society on Chislehurst Common off Church Row, in 
memory of those who died in the Falklands war. 

Last Summer after a serious drought, a fire was started 
near the site of our tree and some concern was expressed as 
to its future. 

On inspection most of the leaves were found to be badly 
scorched, with a few at the top of the tree escaping damage. 
The grass around the base was a lso scorched, but we hope 
not sufficiently to harm the roots. It looks as though our 
tree will survive. 



AGM 1990 
Wednesday 
2nd May at 8pm 

MEMBERSHIP· 
"Good morning. 
I am a neighbour. 
I live just down the road at number ... 
I am hoping to interest you in The Chislehurst Society 
Do you know about it? 
Have you heard cfit?" 

This was my opening gambit when, in 1988, I was 
appointed Road Steward for Elmstead Lane. I found that I 
had no difficulty in recruiting many new members. 

Mind you I made a rod for my own back; for I now have 
to deliver The Cockpit and collect subscriptions from 89 
dwellings (195 Members). It's a very long road! 

However, I have made so many new friends - charming 
people - they call, or phone, with their queries and it is a 
great pleasure to me to be of service to them. 

I recommend the job. 
There are many short roads and side roads needing a 

Steward. 
The Membership Secretary (Mr. Chapman) will be 

delighted to hear from anyone who can lend a hand. Give 
him a call on 4671365. 

Norman Godfrey 

AMENITY MOVEMENTS 
SHOULD STOP 
UNDER-PRICING THEMSELVES 
an extract from The Civic Trust's 
Heritage Outlook (1986) 
Q. What influential local organisations operate on 

shoestring budgets, don't usually have more than £500 
in the bank, don't have any permanent HQs, charge 
their members far too little for the services they offer, 
and never have the money they need when there is 
some major crisis, challenge or opportunity? 

A. Local amenity societies registered with the Civic 
Trust. 
There are far too many societies which coast on 
without a thought for the future or take a perverse 
pride in being virtually penniless. Members - and the 
community at large - are given good service, but the 
annual sub. costs less than the weekly paper bill. Yet if 
they really value their local environment, and want to 
identify with the local society's work to protect and 
improve it, they should be ready to part with at least £5 
a year - still no more than they spend on a single 
decent record or cassette. 
Any provident household saves up for the future and 
builds up a fund to meet unexpected big bills. Any 
society which fails to follow suit is doing a disservice to 
its own members and to society at large. 
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Our next AGM will be held at 8.00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 2nd May 1990 in the Methodist Church 
Hall, Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst. 

As always, your attendance is important and we 
hope that as many members as possible will be 
present. 

Why not make this your first AGM? 

NEW ROAD STEWARDS 
Unfortunately due to other pressures we have had to 

postpone our membership drive. It will take place this year 
when the longer evenings are with us and our new 
membership leaflet is ready. 

Road Stewards 
We would like to welcome the following new Road 

Stewards: 
Mr. & Mrs. Higgitt for The Glebe; Bishops Walk & 

Manor Park Road 
Mrs. Brockman 
Mrs. Dawes 
Mrs. Kildahl 
Mr. Lanaway 

Mrs. Tyler 
Mrs. Durrant 
Mr. K. Leary 

for Roundwood and Unden Field 
for Berens Way; Wimborne Avenue 

& Marlings Close 
for Timber Close and Woodclyffe 
Drive 
for Prince Consort Drive and 

Queensgate Gardens 
for Selby Close 

NATIONAL TRUST ACTIVITIES 
Lectures in 1990 

The Orpington and Chislehurst Centre of The National 
Trust have a full lecture programme planned for this year, 
and details of the earlier ones are given below: 
March 22 TITIAN AND HIS INFLUENCE ON ART 

by Mr. Graham Tite 
at 8 p.m. The Methodist Church, 
Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. 

April 5 RESTORATION WORK AT CASTLE 
STALKER 
by Mrs. AlIward 
at 2.30 p.m. Chislehurst Library, Red Hill . 

April 26 AGM and film 'WALES IN TRUST' 
at 8.0 p.m. Methodist Church, 
Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. 

May 10 THE HISTORY OF PORCELAIN FROM 
CHINA TO VICTORIAN 
by Mrs. Jean Martin 
at 2.30 p.m. Crofton Hall, Crofton Road, 
Orpington. 

May 24 D.H.LAWRENCE 
by Mr. Christopher Rolfe 
at 8.0 p.m. Beaverwood School, Chislehurst. 

June 28 THE TRADESCANT TRUST MUSEUM 
OF GARDEN HISTORY 
by Mrs. Rosemary Nicholson 
at 8.0 p.m. Mead Road School, Chislehurst. 

Anyone wishing to join the Centre should contact Miss 
Joy Dalton, telephone 467-0304; enquiries about the 
lectures, telephone 0689-32911. 



ACTION LINE (01) 928 9988 
open 24 hours a day 
to catch the dumpers 
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