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Chislehurst: A tourist's dormitory? 
We believe Chislehurst is now facing the danger of being 
turned into a centre for out-oF-town hotels catering for 
business and tourist visitors to London. Bromley Council 
at this moment has before it two planning applications 
for hotel developments in Chislehurst which in total 
would offer beds for nearly 300 visitors at a time. 
Conference and similar facilities would also be provided. 
Your Society believes that both these proposed 
developments would be of a type that would be highly 
detrimental to the area in a number of ways and has 
written to Bromley Council urging it to reFuse permission 
For them to be built. We say that these applications clearly 
do not meet the legal criterion that any development in 
the Conservation Area should "preserve or enhance" the 
area. 

Why has Chislehurst become so attractive to hotel 
�~�r�o�u�p�s� catering For London visitors? The answer lies in 
Its position and its green environment. It is mid-way 
between the City (especially its new, developing eastern 
extensions) and the M25, mid-way between Biggin Hill 
airport and the City airport, and mid-way between central 
London and such tourist attractions as Chartwell, Knole 
Park, etc. It is a pleasant area, over 850/0 of it being either 
Conservation Area or green space open to the public. IF 
the present applications succeed they will surely be used 
as precedents by other hotel groups and we would then 
be told that Chislehurst had become a natural centre For 
hotel developments serving the London area! Extra cars 
and coaches would swell local traFfic, our green areas 
would be eroded, and the private residential and semi­
rural character of the area would be irreparably harmed. 

Our contacts with members have demonstrated to us 
that there is much opposition to the proposed 
developments. That does not necessarily mean that people 
are against any hotel development in Chislehurst. 
Chislehurst people do have visitnrs, some of whom might 
lik e to stay in an hotel. Anything which looks like 
exploiting Chislehurst as a dormitory For London visitors, 
however, is likely to be strongly resisted by residents. 

Our observations on the two current applications to 
which we have objected are as Follows: 

Clluml1UII: 
H. T. G. BROWN 

(0814673790) 

BEA VERWOOD CLUB SITE 
Planning Application Na. 90.2666 
This proposal is to build a combined 120-bedroomed 
hotel, conFerence centre and sports centre on the site of 
the present Beaverwood Club. 

The land that would be used is in the Chislehurst 
Conservation Area, where any development should 
preserve or el)hance the appearance or character of -

YOUR SOCIETY REQUESTS 
THE PLEASURE. 

.. of your company at Foxbury, Kemnal 
Road, at 7.30pm on Friday 10th May (carriages 
at IO.30pm). After the great success of our last 
social evening, there is already a list of members 
who were disappointed in their application for 
tickets on that occasion. These members will 
have priority booking for the May social but, 
of course, this still leaves a number of tickets 
available on a first come, first served basis. 
Tickets sold very quickly last time - you have 
been warned!!! Book early to avoid 
disappointment! ! 

Tickets are available, price £6 each from the 
chairman of our social sub-committee on 467 
2796. For those who have not visited Foxbury, 
it will be a chance to see this fine old house and 
its attracti ve gardens. We hope for a repetition 
of the beautiful weather we enjoyed at the last 
social so that guests may fully appreciate these 
lovely grounds. IF the weather is not so good, 
however, the house itselF is a welcoming venue 
where guests may enjoy a tempting finger -
buffet (this light refreshment is included in the 
ticket price) and refresh themselves at the well­
stocked pay bar. Above all, the occasion will 
be an opportunity to meet fellow members and 
your executive committee. If you have any ideas 
for future social events, this would be a good 
time to share them with us! 

£dilor: 
M s F. Fol1in 

7 Kincraig. Lubbock Road. �C�h �h �!�C�h�u�r �~ �t� 



the area. It is also part of the London Green Belt where 
such development is not normally allowed. 

The buildings on the site at present are all single storey. 
The proposed hotel, however, would be three·storey. 
Inevitably the bulk of the new hotel with its 120 
bedrooms, conference centre and sports centre would 
have far greater impact on the landscape than the present 
buildings. 

The large number of cars and coaches that could be 
expected would add to the encroachment on the views. 
Inevitably, also, such a large business concern would want 
large notice boards erected on all the approaches drawing 
attention to the hotel, conference centre and sports centre. 
As the planned entrance would be from the Sidcup By· 
pass (but not directly on to it) and close to the A222 
roundabout, notices directing motorists to it would 
probably be widespread . All this would further intrude 
on the landscape. 

Such a complicated access would be likely to prompt 
the developers to seek to make the main access via 
Beaverwood Road - something they had in mind 
initially. Such a consequence would be most unwelcome 
to local residents and road-users. ~ 

If the development were to be allowed, proposals for 
later expansion could be expected. It would also create 
a precedent for further building in the area, thus 
producing just the sort of spreading development, which 
grows until it merges with neighbouring developments, 
against which the Green Belt is intended to give 
protection. 

Bromley's Borough Plan (Policy R.2) says that 
" Within the Green Belt the following are the only 
general uses which, together with appropriate 
buildings, would be acceptable: 
(i) Agriculture, horticulture and forestry; 
(ii) Predominantly open·~air recreation facilities; 
(iii) Educational and instituiional uses, provided 
they will either preserve or improve the open nature 
of the area; and 
(iv) Limited developments within hamlets or 
villages . . . " 

The proposed development of the Beaverwood site does 
nOI fit into any of those categories. The Chislehurst 
Society cannot see any reason why an exception 10 the 
Borough 's poli cy shou ld be made in order to 
accommodate this non·conforming development. 

EXTENSIONS TO THE HULL'S HEAD HOTEL 
Planning Application No. 90.2972 
The proposal is for a two·storey 22·bedroom extension 
to be built on almost all of what is currently the rear 
garden. This would be in addition to the six bedrooms 
to be brought back into use within the existing premises. 
Under a separate, but associated, application there would 
be a new entrance from the car-park, an improved kitchen 
and a general re-furbishment of the existing rooms . The 
anticipated effects, on the present hotel and on its 
neighbourhood, of adding the proposed 22·bedroom wing 
are causing serious concern. 

To the many satisfied customers of the present hotel 
what is immediately noteworthy is that, despite the great 
expansion of the building, there will be no increase in bar 
space, no increase in the size of the restaurant, and no 
increase in the size of the car·park. On the contrary, part 
of the new wing would extend onto the car-park . The 
hotel is ve ry well·used at present. Whatever statistics on 
curreD( and future usage may have been presented to 
Brornley Council, therefore, common sense suggests that 
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Ihe future occupants of the 28·double bedrooms, plus on 
occasion their colleagues and guests, would inevitably 
tend to squeeze out existing customers from the bars, the 
restaurant and the car·park. (Customers would not cease 
to come in cars - they would merely add their cars to 
the already serious parking nuisance in the neighbouring 
narrow roads). The loss of the garden would be 
particularly significant. It is very heavily used in the 
summer months, often when the bars are already full. 
Deprived of the garden, customers would spill out in great 
numbers onto the nearby pavements, to the detriment of 
the surrounding area. The amenities of existing local 
customers would seem very likely to be sacrificed in the 
interest of priority service to the new customers. 

The hotel is in the heart of the conservation area. There 
has been an inn on the site since at least the middle ages 
and the garden has been open space all that time. The 
present building dates from 1840, with some later, mainly 
harmonious, additions and is a Grade II listed building. 
The garden contributes significantly towards the rural 
village atmosphere which many Chislehurst people think 
is an important element in the character of the area. 

Clearly, building over the garden does not preserve the 
garden or the appearance or character of the area. 
Conceivably, a building of the highest architectural 
distinction might have been claimed to make a greater 
contribution to the appearance or character of the area 
than does this ancient garden, and therefore to rank as 
an enhancement. However, no one, your Society ventures 
to believe, would suggest that the proposed building 
comes within that category. We therefore consider that 
the proposed expansion of the hotel would neither 
preserve nor enhance the Conservation Area and that the 
proposals would lead to even greater traffic and parking 
problems. The Chislehurst Society also believes that an 
approval of the application would set an undesirable 
precedent for similar development proposals for the 
amenity areas of other public houses in the district. 

By the time you read this, the Bull's Head application 
may have been heard but a date for the Beaverwood 
application had not been set at the time of going to press. 

Those who wish to object to these proposals should 
write to the Chief Planner, L.B. Bromley Civic Centre, 
Rochester A venue, Bromley BR I 3UH, as soon as 
possible. 

New Road Stewards 
The committee would like to express its thanks 
to Dr and Mrs Gowing, Mrs Sanders and Mrs 
GambilI for their past services as Road 
Stewards. 

A weLcome is extended to Mr Galbraith who 
has agreed to become a Road Steward for part 
of Walden Road, Mrs Vass for part of Lower 
Camden, M" TooD. for Heathley End and The 
Meadow, Mr Irons for Homewood Crescent 
and Radnor Close and Mr Anderson for The 
Weald. 

There are still roads in Chislehurst which 
have no road steward. This is a very rewarding 
role in the community and your Society is 
always delighted to welcome new volunteers 
into the ranks! If the road you have in mind 
is too long for you, your stewardship could 
cover just a part of it. Why not give it a try? 



ARNOLD LOVELL 
Our previous issue carried a short tribute to Arnold 
Lovell, a member of your executive committee, who had 
died suddenly just before we went to print. Underneath 
that brief notice we printed an article by Arnold, which, 
typically. concerned the Commons and how to keep them 
free of litter. 

Through all the thirty-five years he lived in Chislehurst 
Arnold cherished the Commons, and both before and 
after he became a Commons Conservator his assiduous 
concern for all Chislehurst's open spaces made him a 
vigilant guardian. When the Great Storm of 1987 turned 
much of the Commons into a tangled mass of shattered 
timber, he at once formed and led a group of volunteers 
who laboured long and hard with axes and saws to help 
clear the main pathways. To the end of his life, he was 
st ill collecting helpers to join him in assisting the 
Conservators to clear litter from the Commons and he 
continued to hunt for better ways of getting the job done. 
He loved the English countryside and as a very 
experienced long-distance walker he knew much of it very 
well, but to those who encountered his always cheerful 
greetings in some corner of the Commons or Scadbury 
it often seemed that the bit of England that he liked above 
all else was Chislehurst. 

A different Arnold could be seen, say, representing the 
Society at a public planning enquiry. There was still the 
same affable courtesy but the polished presentation, the 
shrewd puncturing of the opposition's case, the urbane 
prose, all reminded one that here was a former high­
ranking civil servant now deploying his professional skills 
in the service of a deeply-felt local cause. His friends and 
colleagues in your Society, the Commons Conservators 
and the Bromley Residents' Federation, of which he was 
chairman, will however, best remember the unique and 
attractive personality who brought to every encounter, 
even with opponents of the moment, a deep, personal, 
but cheerful and perhaps slightly quizzical respect, and 
(Q every issue a listening mind. 

To his wife, Joyce, and to his family, we send our 
deepest sympathy. 

FENCING OFF THE COCKPIT 
Some of the responsibilities of the Commons 
Conservators, under the Act of 1888, are to protect, 
preserve and improve the commons. 

It is a matter of serious concern that our ancient 
Cockpit (after which this publication is named) and the 
surrounding part of the common have become badly 
eroded because of excessive use. The grass is being worn 
away with consequent furt her erosion when the soil is 
exposed. 

Accordingly, a decision was taken by the Conservators 
to 'post and rail ' the path crossing the common, and to 
lay wood chippings on it. It is hoped that this will 
encourage walkers to keep to the path on the improved 
surface, especially in wet weather, and that the grass will 
recover. This may take a year or so, but once recovery 
has taken place the posts will be removed and the 'open' 
aspect will be restored . 

Naturally, the posting has caused some local concern, 
but is should also be recognised that its purpose is for 
the ultimate benefit of the Commons. Your Society is 
confident that responsible residents will support this 
important conservation effort. 
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THE CEDARS 
- part of Chislehurst's heritage 

At the junction of Old Hill and Camden Park Road, 'The 
Cedars' occupies a prominent position on Chislehurst 
Common, facing one of Kent's most beautiful cricket 
grounds, with the land of Camden Place, now the 
Chislehurst Golf Club, adjoining. It is atthe heart of this 
part of the Conservation Area; the adjacent open areas 
are designated as Green Belt. The house forms the 
backdrop to the cricket ground where W G Grace 
frequently batted and the MCC once played regularly 
against West Kent. During the First World War, Sir 
Malcolm Campbell would land his aeroplane on the 
ground when vis iting his parents in Camden Park Road. 

William Willett, who regretted sleeping in bed with 
daylight outside and so originated Summer Time, bought 
part of the park belonging to Camden Place in 1890. 
There he formed Camden Park Road where he built six 
houses, the names of which had the initial letters C, A, 
M, D, E, N. In 1893 William Willett built 'The Cedars' 
for himself and lived there until his death in 1915. He 
had built houses in Mayfair, South Kensington, Belsize 
Park, Sloane Square and Regent's Park. For the design 
of 'The Cedars' and the houses in Camden Park Road, 
which were conceived as a development of 'houses in the 
country', WiUett brought in the architect Ernest Newton . 
Ernest Newton is now widely regarded as one of the finest 
architects of the late Victorian domestic revival and 'The 
Cedars' is considered to be the best example of Newton's 
work in Chislehurst. He designed Bullers Wood and the 
Royal Bell Hotel in Bromley and was president of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects as well as a Gold 
Medallist. 

'The Cedars' as designed by Ernest Newton has not 
been altered or extended. It is two storeys with attics. The 
ground floor is brick and the first floor tile hung. The 
roof is tiled and has hips and 'dormers. On the front a 
bay window stretches through ground and first floors and 
the entrance door has a curved hood with a coat of arms 
below. The boundary walls are an outstanding detail. The 
trees in the grounds, particularly the cedar trees, are vital 
to the setting. (WiIliam Willett's stables still exist at the 
junction of Lubbock Road and Lower Camden.) 



-
Today. 'The Cedars' sits in two acres and is Grade 11 

listed because of the quality of its architecture and its 
historic association. However. it is now a sad building. 
It lies empty. Externally it is neglected and in need of 
attention with the boundary walls vandalised and the 
garden unkempt. Internally, original panelling was 
affected by dry rot and has been removed, fireplaces have 
recently disappeared and fittings have been lost. It is not 
clear what is to happen to the house but the owner wishes 
to develop the land for flats or houses . The planning 
application has been refused by the London Borough of 
Bromley but it is understood that the owner is going to 
Appeal. 

The Victorian Society have stated that Willett is 
acknowledged as an influence on the ideas of the garden 
suburb and the gardens are very important features of 
these substantial late nineteenth century houses. "It is 
essential that their character is preserved." The Victorian 
Society have said that they are very concerned about the 
detrimental effect of the proposed development on the 
setting of 'The Cedars' and that any development that 
detracts from the garden setting of one of the more 
important Camden Park houses would seriously affect 
the character of the Conservation Area in this part. The 
Department of the Environment's Circular advises that 
"The setting of a building of special architectural or 
historic interest is often an essential feature of its 
character". English Heritage state "that the garden of 
'The Cedars' provides a setting which enhances the 
character of not only the listed building but also the 
surrounding conservation area", but your Society is 
disappointed that they go on to say that they would not 
be opposed in principle to some development in the 
garden. The Chislehurst Society strongly opposes any 
development of the grounds of 'The Cedars' because the 
garden is an integral part of the property and the whole 
plot upon which the present building stands should 
continue to be viewed as being part of the open Green 
Belt land on either side. 

The future of 'The Cedars' at the present time is very 
much in question. 

GIFTS TO CHISLEHURST 
During its history, Chislehurst has benefited from the 
generosity of a number of its residents. The story of the 
'Hawkwood' estate shows what can be done when 
determined individuals set their minds to preserving our 
open spaces. 

In 1927, to circumvent building proposals similar to 
those which have ruined so many less fortunate areas, 
the owner of 'Hawkwood', Col Edlmann DSO (who died 
in 1950), bought 47 acres of Petts Wood and donated 
them to the National Trust. Thus encouraged, the local 
people of Chislehurst bought the adjoining land (some 
77 acres) by public subscription ; this was also donated 
to the National Trust. 

Then as now, raising large sums of money from the 
public could be difficult; in this case, local enthusiasm 
began to flag before the required amount was raised. At 
this point, fortunately, a particularly generous local 
resident offered to match all new contributions, pound 
for pound, up to one thousand pounds (a considerable 
sum in those days). The gentleman in question was 
certainly wealthy - he was Mr A L Sturge, the founder 
of the largest underwriting firm at Lloyd's!! Thanks to 
Mr Sturge's initiative, sufficient money to buy the land 
was raised. We all continue to enjoy the benefits of 
previous residents' generosity. 

4 

In the 1950s, 'Hawkwood" itself was bought by Robert 
and Francesca Hall, who then offered it to the National 
Trust. The deeds were actually transferred on St George's 
day, 23rd April, 1958. Tragically, only three months later, 
Francesca was seriously injured and Robert killed in a 
car crash. This rendered the National Trust liable for 
death duties. 

'Hawkwood House', dating from the 18th century, was 
too delapidated to be restored and it had to be 
demolished. It was replaced by the two houses now on 
the site. Francesca Hall, who had generously devoted 
much of her time to public service, lived in the smaller 
house until her death in 1986. 

If there are any latter-day 'Sturges' and 'Halls' living 
in Chislehurst in 1991, they might like to consider the 
Chislehurst Society as a suitable object of their 
beneficence! As a registered charity run entirely by 
volunteers we have no salaries and low overheads. We 
don't wantto change this, but in the long term our aim 
is to have a building of our own as a headquarters. 
Donations and bequests for this purpose will go into a 
dedicated fund. To quote the words of Kahlil Gibran, 
as read at Robert Hall's funeral service: 
"And to the open-handed the search for one who shall 

receive is joy greater than giving 
And is there aught you would withhold? 
All you have shall one day be given, 
Therefore give now, that the season oJ giving 

may be yours and not your inheritors. " 
('The Prophet') 

A HELPING HAND 
The Trustees of the Lund and Warwick Charity invite 
applications from persons resident in the Parish of 
Chislehurst (as constituted in 1927, which includes parts 
of Sidcup). 

Such persons must be under 25 years of age and in the 
opinion of the Trustees in need of financial assistance for 
advancement in life in either or both of the following 
ways:-
(I) in preparing for, entering upon or engaging in any 
profession, trade, occupation or service; help could be 
given in providing outfits, tools or equipment, or by 
paying fees, travelling or maintenance expenses, or by 
such other means for their advancement in life or to 
enable them to earn their living as the Trustees think fit: 
(2) in otherwise promoting the education (including social 
and physical training) of such persons. 

Applications should be made to the Clerk to the 
Trustees, (Dr J. W. Fox), Marlow House, 3 Camden Park 
Road, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 SHE. 

Schools join in 
During the past year, your Society invited all Chislehurst 
schools, together with Ravensbourne College of Design 
and Communication , to become affiliated members. We 
are delighted to report that the following institutions are 
now affiliated to your Society: Babington House, 
Beaverwood, Chislehurst Church of England School, 
Ravensbourne College, Coopers, Edgebury, Farringtons, 
Marjorie McClure, Mead Road and Red Hill schools. For 
a nominal subscription each institution receives supplies 
of every issue of The Cockpit for the use of staff and 
pupils/students. Several institutions have nominated a 
member of staff to liaise with our vice-chairman, Bruce 
Hum. 



SCHOOLS FOR A GREEN 
CHISLEHURST 
During 1990, your executive committee welcomed a group 
of pupils with their teachers , from Coopers School . They 
described environmental studies which they were making 
around the lake in their school grounds. Subsequently. 
a group of pupils, guided by a teacher, have made 
significant improvements to that part of the school 
grounds. 

Recently. our chairman, vice-chairman and an 
executive committee member, Vincent Dunleavy, were 
invited by Beaverwood School to give a 75 minute 
illustrated talk on your Society and Chislehurst to 25 
upper sixth formers, who were clearly interested. The 
school also borrowed the fine exhibition of photographs 
of Chislehurst which was produced by the Borough's 
Planning Department. 
(Editor's note: many members will have enjoyed this 
exhibition when it was displayed last autumn at Barclay 's 
Bank, Chislehurst and at the loca/library. This exhibition 
is available 10 other institutions upon request to your 
Society.) 

Following a serious Fire at Manorfields RC Primary 
School, your Society presented three environmental books 
to help restock the school's damaged library. A highly 
appreciative letter of thanks was received from the Head 
on behalf of the pupils and staff. 

Well done !!! 
We congratulate Marjorie McClure School on receiving 
a £50 award from the Sainsbury/Blue Peter environ­
mental/conservation scheme. The pupils have collected 
over 73 kgs of used aluminium and steel for recycling. 
In addition, pupils in the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme have collected silver foil and newspapers for 
recycling. The school also fosters environmental concern 
by its use of recycled notepaper and, most importantly, 
by looking at environmental issues throughout the 
curriculum. 

A good start 
At Mead Road Infants' SchOOl, the children have been 
involved with local environmental studies; here, groups 
are making regular visits to Scadbury Field Centre. We 
hope that this will encourage a lifetime's respect for the 
environment in these young students. 

Green celebrations 
During the 1990 summer term, Beaverwood School 
organised a second Green Day, which created a great deal 
of interest locally. The school's grounds have been planted 
with bulbs as part of Beaverwood's birthday celebrations; 
it should not be long before we can see the results of this 
environment-enhancing work . In addition, an 
environmental group has been formed under the guidance 
of a senior laboratory technician. These girls have a 
special concern for the care and appearance of the school 
grounds. 

New developments 
During 1990, a group of pupils from ChislehuTst Church 
of England School together with a teacher and the Rector 
of St Nicholas parish church, made a study visit to the 
churchyard and church . Very soon, everyone at this 
school wi ll become personally aware of environmental 
changes as new classrooms are built on to the existing 

5 

school. These additions were carefully designed to 
harmonise with the existing fabric of the building. 
(Editor's Note: we welcome news of school activities and 
the views 0/ pupils, students and staff Why not write 
an article/or The Cockpit? Send it to me by Friday 7th 
June and YOUR words could be in print in our next 
issue!!!) 

Legend Theatre 
From Druids to Doodlebugs ... see Legend Theatre 
present the Chislehurst Community Play at Coopers 
School on 3rd-5th May. Based around the Caves, the play 
explores episodes in Chislehurst's rich and fascinating 
past. If you can offer any information or would like to 
come to a performance, please phone Lesley Butcher on 
081-467 3263. 

The Alun Jones Award for 
Environmental Studies 1990/'91 
Last term, for the first time, all Chislehurst schools and 
foundation year students at Ravensbourne college were 
invited to undertake a local environmental study of some 
aspect of Chislehurst, past , present or future. This study 
may include any relevant material - photographs, models 
even videos, for example. The work may be by individuals 
or groups and may be done in term or holiday time. Soon 
after the closing date of 23rd May, the entries will be 
judged by a panel comprising Mrs Joy Jones, Stephen 
lones of the National Art Collections Fund (and a 
National Trust lecturer) , the vice-chairman of your 
Society, the chairman of the Education Committee, the 
education officer of the Civic Trust, the chairman of the 
Chislehurst Conservators and Chislehurst's librarian. 

Prizes will be awarded within various age groups. The 
projects will be d isplayed in Chislehurst Library after the 
judging. In addition to the prizes for individual projects, 
the Alun lones Trophy will be awarded annually to the 
inst itution which, in the opinion of the judges, has 
submitted the most outstanding group of entries, overall. 

We hope that all those entering for the awards will 
enjoy working on their projects and we look forward to 
receiving many exciting entries. These awards have been 
made possible by donations given in memory of our late 
chairman, Alun Jones, with generous sponsorship from 
Barclays Bank PLC. Chislehurst. The Trophy has been 
designed and made by Mr N. lohnson, an art teacher at 
Coopers School. 

A LOAD OF RUBBISH! 
Once again the Commons Conservators appeal to anyone 
living near the commons and especially those near the 
litter trouble spots - the ponds, the War Memorial and 
Cockpit areas - to volunteer as individuals to clear up 
small areas. 'Pickers' and bags are provided. 

Under the new Environmental Protection Act, the 
Conservators are now a 'duty body' with a legal liability 
to keep the Commons clear of litter. The need for help 
is therefore greater than ever. The keepers spend nearly 
a Quarter of their time on litter clearance, when they could 
be engaged on skilled conservation work. 

If you feel like helping please contact the Clerk to the 
Conservators at the Old Fire Station (next to the Tiger's 
Head), or telephone 467 1886 between 1 and 2prn 
weekdays. 



AGM 1991 
Wednesday 
24th April at 8pm 

TO CUT OR NOT TO CUT? 
One of the pleasures of living in Chislehurst is the 
abundance of trees. Much of Chislehurst is within a 
Conservation Area where the lopping or felling of trees 
must not be carried out without the permission of the 
Borough's Tree Preservation Officer. This applies 
whether the tree concerned is the subject of a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO) or not. 

However, TPOs are open to various 'interpretations' 
particularly by some developers, and a recent review 
commissioned by the DoE (the Batho Report), sets out 
many proposals. These include among many others, the 
need to a) simplify the terminology of orders, b) to include 
tree roots in the legislation, c) to include hedges (not at 
present protected) and d) to update the level of fines . 

A consultation paper is to follow and the views of 
interested bodies will be sought. So, those of us who are 
confused by the present law may hope that it will be 
c1anfied soon! Your Society is interested to hear the views 
of members on this sometimes fraught subject. 

Vacancy for Minute Secretary 
for your Society 
This appointment brings ex-officio, but non-voting, 
~embership of your executive committee, whose 
mteresting and lively meetings take place on the third 
Wednesday of each month , in the evening. As sub­
cor:nmiuee members provide the minute secretary with 
written reports of all the main regular items, shorthand 
is not needed, and excellent typing services are available. 
Conclusions and decisions are clearly spelt out by the 
chairman at the end of each item. The main skill required, 
therefore, is the ability to provide a concise summary of 
the significant points made in discussion. A good period 
will be available for taking over from the present, 
ternporary, secretary and every assistance would be 
provided. 

The cornmittee would be rnost grateful if anyone who 
rnight be willing 10 volunteer for this task would get in 
touch with our chairman-

Mr H . T. G. Brown 
30 Grove Vale 
Chislehurst 
Kent BR7 5DS 
(081-467 3790) 
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Our next AGM will be held at 8pm on Wednesday, 
24th April, 1991, in the Methodist Church Hall , 
Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst. 

As always your attendance is important and we 
hope that as many members as possible will be 
present. 

Why not make this your first AGM? 

NATIONAL TRUST LECTURES 
Mernbers rnay be interested in some of the forthcoming 
lectures arranged by the National Trust. 

24 January. THE HISTORY OF MARKS AND 
SPENCER by Mr Paul Bookbinder at 8pm, Methodist 
Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. Enquiries: 0689 
832911. 

28 February. ART NOUVEAU AND CHARLES 
RENNIE MACKINTOSH by Mr Douglas Mackay at 
8prn, Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpingron. 
Enqui ries : 0689 83291 1. 

14 March . THE WORK OF THE MARY ROSE 
TRUST SINCE 1983 by Mr H. Rickets at 2.30pm, 
Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. 
Enquiries: 0689 832911. 

21 March. GHETTO TO GRANDEUR: THE 
ROTHSCHILD BROTHERS by Dr K. R. Sturley at 
8prn, .l\:1ethodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. 
Enqumes: 0689 832911. 

I1 April. THE SUE RYDER FOUNDA TlON by Mrs 
Barratt at 2.3Opm, Methodist Church, Lakeswood Road, 
Petts Wood. Enquiries: 0689 832911. 

25 Apri l. AGM AND FILM "WALES IN TRUST" 
at 8pm, Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington. 
Enquiries: 0689 832911. 

23 May. THE VARIED COAST OF BRITAIN: AN 
AERIAL VIEW by Mrs Edna Goodburn at 8pm, Red 
Hill School, Chislehurst. Enquiries: 0689 832911. 

27 June. THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE by Miss 
Jamce Pullen at 8pm, Red Hill School, Chislehurs1. 
Enquiries: 0689 832911. 

.25 July. THE ART OF THE MAZE by Mr Adrian 
Fisher at 8pm, S1. Olave's School, Goddington Lane, 
Orpington. Enquiries: 0689 832911. 


