





not confirmed this. The Route through South London
has not been made public but recent leaks strongly
suggest that it will run through Chislehurst and
Elmsted Woods.

On Ist July two representatives from your Society took
part in a lobby of Parliament about the route of the High
Speed Rail Link. The lobby was led by Councillor Barkway
as Leader of Bromley Council and the London Channel
Tunnel Group, which was formed with ten other London
boroughs to advise and pressure MPs regarding the impli-
cations for South East Londoen if the rail link is routed
through the area.

Several MPs addressed the lobby, including Roger Sims,
who also spoke to us later. It was not possible, however, to
discover which route the southern approach would take,
even after Roger Sims had questioned the Secretary of
State in the House. The policy of your MP, your Council
and your Society is to support the Ove Arup proposals for
an eastern approach to London and we can only await the
announcement from the Secretary of State and hope that
our area will not have to deal with the horrendous problems
that a new railway will cause.

Throughout the past two years Bromley Council has
made tremendous efforts to keep all interested parties
informed and we have received great support from our MP,
Roger Sims. We hope that all the time and work put into
our opposition to this route will persuade the Secretary of
State to choose an eastern approach to London.

If you would like to receive a copy of Bromley Council’s
High Speed Rail Link newsletter, which contains up-to-date
information, please write to Mr Colin Doorne, Technical
Services Department, London Borough of Bromley, The
Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, Bromley BR1 3UH.

Alun Jones Environmental

Studies Award Presentation

Proud parents and teachers gathered at Chislehurst Library
on Wednesday, 26th June to see the winners of this exciting
competition collect their awards from Alun Jones™ son, Mr
Stephen Jones MA, Director of Spencer House in St.
James’s.

Mr Tom Brown, chairman of your Society, opened the
ceremony. Having seen the very high standard of work sub-
mitted (which included nature studies, drawings, original
prints and a dramatic presentation on video), Mr Brown
said that “the future of Chislehurst looks very bright”.

This is the first year that the Awards have been present-
ed. The competition is to be a permanent memorial to the
long-serving chairman of your Society, Alun Jones, who
died in 1988. Alun had been a deputy head. teacher; his
combined dedication to the environment and to the educa-
tion of our young people inspired the idea of starting a
memorial fund to finance an annual environmental studies
award. Many local people have contributed to the fund and
the local branch of Barclays Bank has made a generous
donation. The fund allows prizes to be awarded to those
young students, who, in the opinion of the judges, have
submitted the most original and thoughtful work concern-
ing any aspect of life in Chislehurst.

The winners were:

JUNIOR - Red Hill Primary School, Class 10, for
“Our Oak Tree”.

INTERMEDIATE — Beaverwood School for Girls, the
team of Jo Lukes, Jenny Bruce, Jo Johnson, Emma Coates,
Kirsty Bainbridge, Michelle Pirotta, Nicola Aldridge,
Miriam Tickner, Ruth Chittick and Suzie Garnham, for
“Beaverwood Goes Green”.

Coopers School, Class 2W for drawings and prints of
St. Mary’s Church, with an individual award to Louis
Bennet for a print. Certificates of Commendation went to
Scott Cooper, Emma Cummins, Benita Tooke, Amanda
Kemp, Steven Mills, Karina Wauters, Charlotte Stratton,
Marc Pulman.

SENIOR - Coopers School, Kate Forrester for “Crown
Lane” and thirteen members of a lower sixth form for
“Cave” (a theatre project submitted on video).

THE ALUN JONES TROPHY FOR ENVIRON-
MENTAL STUDIES went to Coopers School for the
overall excellence of their entries.

This year’s judges were:

Bruce Hurn, vice-chairman of The Chislehurst Society;
Cllr, Joan Bryant, formerly Chair, LB Bromley Education
Committee; Celia Clark, Education Officer, Civic Trust;
Roy Hopper, Chislehurst’s chief librarian: Joy Jones of The
Chislehurst Society; Stephen Jones, Director of Spencer
House; Hugh Lindley-Jones, chairman, Chislehurst
Commons Conservators.

Details of next year’s award competition will be
announced shortly.

Relic of The Storm

The Alun Jones Award trophy, designed and made by Mr
Nicholas Johnson of Coopers School, is mounted on yew
wood from a churchyard tree felled by the storm of "87.
Before presenting the trophy, Mr Stephen Jones said that he
hoped that all the young people who had entered the
scheme would be inspired to protect the Chislehurst
environment as they grow up.

Display of winning entries

The winning entries were on display in July, successive-
ly at Chislehurst Library, Barclays Bank in Chislehurst
High Street and The Civic Centre, Bromley. We hope that

many of you have had the chance to view this inspiring
work by our caring and imaginative young people.

Widespread interest

The award scheme has attracted interest outside
Chislehurst. One of the judges, Celia Clark of The Civic
Trust has written about it in the Trust’s national magazine,
Heritage Outlook. Martin Bradshaw, Director of the Civic
Trust has expressed his support, as the Trust specifically
wants amenity societies to form links with schools and
other bodies in their areas. The Chislehurst Society leads
where others, we hope, will follow!



Bromley-on-Mersey?
— it makes one wonder . . .

Regular readers of Private Eye will be familiar with the
Rotten Boroughs feature, which highlights some of the
more unusual activities of certain local councils. Somewhat
disturbingly, Bromley has now been included several times
in these columns so frequently devoted to ‘Murkeyside'.

The bigger a borough becomes, the more vulnerable it is
to cases of ‘the right hand not knowing what the left is
doing’. Bromley is certainly big; perhaps after all, ‘small is
beautiful’ in local government as in so much else. Does
Bromley Council’s right hand know what its left is doing
with the future of our Commons?

Consider the following:

— certain persons at the Civic Centre are keen to widen
roads across our Commons and to move our War Memorial
to accommodate this. Now, no common land may be taken
for such a purpose without the consent of the Conservators,
so it is vital that we have Conservators who are keenly
interested in the present and future condition of our
Commons. An Act of Parliament ensures that the
Commons are maintained by an elected Board of
Conservators. You might assume, therefore, that the
Conservators would always be local people, on the spot to
keep an eye on things at all times and having a real desire
to protect the land from such things as road widening
schemes.

So . .. what is happening now? Our Council is soliciting
nominations from other parts of the Borough, such as West
Wickham, whose inhabitants are hardly likely to have a
strong, positive interest in our Commons. Needless to say,
your Society has never been asked to submit nominations
for other areas such as Hayes or Keston and we would not
expect to be!

Perhaps there is no connection between those who seek
to widen our roads and those who seek to weaken local
influence over the fate of our Commons — but does it not
make one wonder?

MAY QUEEN CROWNED

— an ancient tradition survives

in Chislehurst

On a blustery May afternoon of intermittent sunshine and
showers, the 1991 Chislehurst May Queen and her retinue
set out from Red Hill school for the traditional crowning
ceremony on the Common. Led by the Band of the Naval
Training Corps, Dreadnought, the procession wound its
way through the village, arriving on the Common at
precisely 3 o’clock. Louisa Guthrie and her Prince made
their way to the throne between a Guard of Honour of
Chislehurst cubs.

A large crowd, including invited guests, Chislehurst
M.P. Mr Roger Sims, and Mrs. Sims, friends and relatives
of Louisa, our May Queen and Tom Brown, chairman of
the Chislehurst Society, which is a Patron of the May
Queen Society, awaited them. The judging of the Fancy
Dress entrants took place after an address of welcome by
the Chairman of the May Queen Society.

A display of country dancing by the Chislehurst Brownie
Packs was very popular. This was followed by the climax
of the proceedings when Louisa was crowned by the 1990
Queen, Claire Pailthorpe. The traditional challenge by the

Prince, Karen Cartwright, was followed by the scattering of
flowers.

The sun made a brief appearance during the photo
session and Mr Sims presented commemorative medals to
the Queen and the Prince.

Maypole Dancing by the retinue (trained by Mrs. Iveson)
was followed by a spirited display by the Band.

The proceedings were brought to a close by a short
speech of thanks by Mr Sims and the procession left for a
tea at St. Patrick’s Hall, for all the children.

“ROYAL” PICTURES WANTED

Chislehurst May Queen Society would appreciate the
loan of photographs of Chislehurst May Queens from 1923
to the present. If you can help, please contact Mrs J.
Peacock on 081-467 8301.

SELKENT STRIKES AGAIN

Once again London buses have struck at Chislehurst. This
time they have taken away the 227 and replaced it with a
modified 161 service.

Many of us complained about the 227 in the past and it is
no surprise to us that passenger numbers have fallen
drastically over the past years because of the unreliability
of the service. SELKENT have now used the lack of
passengers as an excuse to axe the service rather than to
remedy the faults.

Your Society wrote to SELKENT raising objections on
your behalf. Our M.P. Mr Roger Sims also objected as did
the Borough, all to no avail. Apparently SELKENT's
policy is not to consult local residents, and it would appear
that they have no obligation (under their statutory consulta-
tion procedures) to take any notice of objections raised.

We now have a 20 minute service instead of the previous
10 minute peak service. People living in the Edgebury area
are particularly affected as they have either to walk to the
High Street or to catch another bus to the Memorial, change
and pay another fare! Also anyone wishing to go beyond
Bromley now has to change buses in Bromley and again
pay another fare.

As for the new 161 service, it has been described as
appalling, disgraceful and unreliable. Passengers have had
to wait up to 40 minutes because a bus has been cut out.
Others have missed buses because they have run early. On
other occasions buses have run late.

SELKENT have said they do not propose any amend-
ments to the new services and they also say they will
review the changes in six months’ time — from past experi-
ence we could all forecast the outcome of that review.

Your Society has already written complaining about the
new service and urges anyone else who has complaints to
do the same. The only way we stand any chance of getting
an improvement is by a continuous barrage of letters in the
hope that then SELKENT might see sense.

The address to write to is:—
SELKENT
Riverside Offices,
68 Molesworth Street,
Lewisham,
London SE13 7EU.
For the attention of Mr B. Constable.



REPORT ON AGM

held on 24th April 1991

The AGM was held in the Methodist Church Hall, Prince
Imperial Road, on 24th April, 1991. Among those present
were Ward Councillor, Mrs J, K. Wykes, President of the
Chislehurst and Mottingham Chamber of Commerce, Mr J.
A. Dadd and the Chairman of the Chislehurst and St. Paul’s
Cray Commons Conservators, Mr H. M. Lindley-Jones.
Apologies were received from our MP, Mr Roger Sims and
Ward Councillors Mrs K. Boughey and Mrs J. Bryant who,
unfortunately, were unable to be present because of other
duties.

Arnold Lovell

The meeting observed a minute’s silence as a tribute to a
former valued member of the Executive Committee, Arnold
Lovell, who died last October.

Officers elected for 1990/1992

Chairman H. T. G. Brown
Vice-Chairman J. Bruce Hurmn
Secretary T. Turner
Treasurer N. Bell

Committee Members

The following were elected for a two year term: D. Ball, K.
S. Chapman, L. G. Holt, Miss P. L. Howley, Mrs J. B.
Jones and Mrs S. Moncho. Other members of the Executive
Committee already serving are V. Dunleavy, C. M. Dunn,
Miss F. Follin and K. P. Leary. (Miss N. Comport co-
opted).

Auditor

Mr W. A. Page, for many years Treasurer of your Society,
had expressed his willingness to continue as Auditor and
was again appointed.

Sub-Committees

These are formed from members of your Executive
Committee and co-opted members and specialise in a
variety of activities. The sub-committee chairmen for
1991/1992 are listed below:

Alun Jones Memorial Fund J. Bruce Hurn

Channel Tunnel Mrs S. Moncho

Editor of The Cockpit Miss F. Follin

High Street H. T. G. Brown. Secretary,
V. Dunleavy

Membership Mrs J. B. Jones

Planning T. Turner. Secretary, Miss
P. L. Howley

Public Transport K. S. Chapman

Publicity Miss F. Follin

Schools Liaison J. Bruce Hurn

Social Mrs J. B. Jones

Traffic and Road Safety K. S. Chapman

Trees Miss P. L. Howley

White Horse Hill Mrs G. Goldsmith
Secretary, Mrs D. Lawrence

Delegates

Advisory Panel on C. M. Dunn, V. Dunleavy,

Conservation Areas T. Turner
Airfields Environmental
Federation Mrs M. S. Holt

Bromley Residents’

Federation A. R. Turner
Flood Committee A. R. Turner
London Forum K. P. Leary

London Green Belt Council L. G. Holt

Orpington and Chislehurst
Road Safety Consultative
Panel Vacant

Chairman’s Report

The chairman thanked all those who had assisted your
Society in the past twelve months. In particular, he drew
attention to the splendid work of our Road Stewards, with-
out whose efforts your Society would be unable to con-
tinue. The co-operation received from our MP and from our
Ward Councillors was acknowledged and thanks expressed
to Mr A. R. Wells for his invaluable help with photo-copy-
ing facilities. The chairman then went on to highlight major
activities of your Society over the past twelve months and
drew attention to the vast amount of work undertaken by
the Planning Sub-Committee. He referred to the planning
applications to extend the Bull's Head and the proposal to
erect a large hotel near to the Beaverwood Club. In these
instances, considerable effort was put into alerting the near-
by members in order that their comments could be forward-
ed to Bromley Council. Reference was also made to various
other matters which have been the subject of articles in The
Cockpit. As authorised at the 1989 AGM, your Executive
Committee has continued to explore the question of obtain-
ing premises suitable for your Society. Various possibilities
have been investigated but, unfortunately, no progress has
been made. The chairman stressed that suggestions from
members are always welcome and will be followed up. In
the meantime, the matter is being kept under constant
review by your committee.

Sub-Committee Reports

The chairman of each Sub-Committee gave a report on the
year’s work. Of particular interest are the following:

Planning

Considerable interest was shown in the drawings exhibited
in the hall which demonstrated the scope of the proposed
developments at the Red Cross Car Park, No. 5, High Street
and the Coolings Nursery site. Mr T. Turner explained
what impact was to be anticipated on the Chislehurst scene
if these planning applications are permitted by Bromley
Council. Objections to all three applications have been
registered by your Society. He also referred to the draft
Unitary Development Plan and stressed the importance of
individual observations and suggestions. The Planning Sub-
Committee had kept all planning applications relevant to
Chislehurst under close scrutiny. A total of 285 applica-
tions had been examined during year ended 31st December,
1990. Objections had been made to 97 and observations
made in respect of a further 17 applications.

Schools Liaison

The vice-chairman reported that all educational establish-
ments in Chislehurst are now affiliated to The Chislehurst
Society. An illustrated talk on the work of your Society was
given to Sixth Form students by invitation, at Beaverwood
School. A teacher and students have made progress in
improving the pool in the grounds of Coopers School,
support being received from local Amenity Associations
for further improvements.



Alun Jones Memorial Awards

The current position was outlined by the vice-chairman. A
trophy generously made at cost by Mr N. Johnson, an art
teacher at Coopers School, was shown to members. The
Treasurer reported the balance at 31st December, 1990 as
£1121.90, which includes a much appreciated donation of
£100 by Barclays Bank. Arrangements for judging the
environmental projects submitted by schools were outlined.

Membership

Mr Chapman reported that at the end of 1990, the Society
membership totalled 4120. During the year, a new publicity
leaflet had been produced and a membership drive organ-
ised. The leaflet had been displayed in the local library and
in Barclays Bank and had also been circulated to Road
Stewards for use in recruiting new members.

Other Matters

A number of other matters reported to members included
up-dates on the work of the High Street and Publicity Sub-
Committees. The current situation regarding the Channel
Tunnel Rail Link was explained by Mrs Moncho. Mrs Holt
gave a review of the work of the Airfield Environmental
Federation. Current problems regarding the withdrawal of
the No. 227 bus service between Chislehurst and Bromley
were outlined by Mr Chapman and details of the represen-
tations made by your Society outlined. A variety of
questions was raised by members, some of which were
dealt with by Councillor Mrs J. K. Wykes. These included
the provision of bollards and the planting of trees at White
Horse Hill, the condition of the road surface in Empress
Drive, car parking and general traffic management.

You say ‘Goodbye’ . . .

A number of our Road Stewards have recently retired;
we thank them on behalf of your Committee and all the
members whom they have served during their steward-
ships. We hope to see them all at future Socials and
trust that they will always feel very much a part of your
Society. Our grateful thanks, then, to:

Mrs Douglas

Miss Howley

Mrs O’Brien

Mr Richardson

Mrs Rudkin

Mr R. Speer

Mrs Styant

...and I say ‘Hello’

We extend a warm welcome to those members who
have stepped forward to become Road Stewards them-
selves and hope that they will find this a very reward-
ing role in our community:

Mrs Bertioli — St. Paul’s Cray Road

Mrs Bull — Walden Road

Mrs Davey — Clifford Avenue, Sylvester Avenue

Mr Eaton — Queensborough Gardens

Mr Heselden — Old Perry Street, Perry Street Garden

Mr Horstman — Bromley Lane

Mrs Ryder — Kevington Drive

Mrs Smith — Yester Park

Mrs Summerfield —Albany Road

Mrs Werswick — Elmstead Lane

Mrs Wicks — Raggleswood

SAFETY FIRST!

Do you have a genuine interest in road safety? Would you
like to become involved in making the views of local
people known to road safety officers in the Civic Centre
and police force?

Your Society’s representative on the Orpington and
Chislehurst Area Road Safety Consultative Panel has been
obliged to step down because of business commitments.
We are looking for someone to replace him, to present the
views of members and of your committee at the seven or
eight meetings held by the Panel each year.

The Panel discusses all matters relating to road safety
and makes recommendations to the Borough Road Safety
Officer, whose representative also attends the meetings. A
Police representative is also present. The Panel has no
statutory powers but it is an effective body in bringing
matters of local road safety concern to the attention of those
empowered to take action. If you would like to become
involved in this interesting and worthwhile work, please
write to the editor or telephone your chairman (see foot of

page 1).

WHITEHORSE HILL IMPROVEMENT
SCHEME

Some years ago, a local resident drew up a landscaping
scheme to include trees, flower beds, grass verges and some
car parking provision. Your Society was happy to support
these proposals, and the plan was sent to the Council. As
time passed, both the staff and the relevant departments at
the Council were changed, so nothing was done.

In April this year, we were able to convene a site meeting
with a Leisure Services staff member and local residents.
Note was taken of the bad condition of pavements; assorted
bollards; lack of pedestrian ramps and the on-street parking
which causes serious and dangerous traffic problems. There
was a general air of dereliction and lack of ‘greenery’.

Following this meeting some matters were dealt with
within two weeks, and the Leisure Services are to ‘cost’ a
suitable scheme for possible implementation. Discussions
will be held with the residents and your Society; our
relevant Councillors have been kept informed.

We hope that, this time, one of the main approaches to
Chislehurst will be made attractive and in keeping with the
general ambience of the village.

p . . . )
Not ‘Miami Vice

Many of us know more about the police forces of TV
‘soaps’ than we do about our own real life police force.
Four times a year, however, we have the opportunity to
learn the facts at public meetings held by the Bromley
Police /Community Consultative Group.

The Group is an independent body, recognised by the
Home Office, which provides a forum for
community/police consultation in the borough. Its regular
meetings are held in various locations throughout the
borough. Bromley’s two chief superintendents explain their
work and answer questions.

The next two meetings, both at 8pm, are:

Tuesday, 10th September, at Cator Park School for Girls,
Lennard Road, Beckenham.
Tuesday, 12th November, at Oaklands Junior School,
Oaklands Lane, Biggin Hill.

Fighting crime is everyone’s responsibility so why not
go along and learn about how our local police force really
operates in the 1990s?




