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High Street Parking Squeeze 
- what is the Council up to? 

The High Street parking crisis described in our last issue 
has worsened. At that time there was s till a hope that 
Bromley Council would refuse planning permission to 
build on the Red Cross car-park. 11 was hoped also that the 
cOLlllcil would deny permission 10 pu t new housing on the 
Coolings Nursery site in Willow Grove, which could have 
made all ideal alternative park ing area. In the event, the 
Council granted permission for building on both sites. 
So shops and offices may in due course replace shoppers' 
cars on the present Red Cross car-park; bui lding operations 
have already started at the Coolings s ite, the only 
alternative place for a car-park. 

We understand that the Council is now rev iewing the 
future of parking for the Chislehurst High Street shopping 
area and we [rust that they will in due course make a publ ic 
statement on the matler. Plans to introduce charges for 
parking in Chislehurst are once more under active 
considenltion. 

Ward councillor denied a hearing 
The planning decisions which led to the present situation 

are obviously of great s ignificance for the prosperity of'the 
Chislehurst shopping area. It is a pity therefore that we 
could not feel happy wit h the way in which they we re 
reached. In the case of the Red Cross car-park, one of our 
ward counc ill o rs, Councillor Katy Boughey , who had 
intended to s peak and vote again s t the proposed 
permiss ion l was deprived of the opportunit y to do so. 
Before going on holiday she had made arrangements for the 
decisive meeting on the case not to take place until after her 
return. Instead , she found on comi ng back that the meeting 
had been held and the malter selt led in her absence. In the 
case of the Coolings site , cou nci ll ors at the deciding 
meeting were not given the views of the Advisory Panel on 
Conservation Areas, who were opposed 10 the design of the 
proposed housing. Before the meeting councillors were 
given much data on the case in writ ing bUI were told that 
the Panel's views wou ld be given verbally at the meeting. 
They were nol. Your Society does not normally comment 
on the way planning dec isions are arrived at, but in these 
importan t cases comment appears justified. 

elm/I'll/till: 
H. T. G. BROWN 
(08t-4673790) 

Council slow to act 
As we rema rked ion the last issue, the present parking 

cris is has its roots in the failure of Bromley Council over 
twenty years to prepare a plan for the High St reet area. 
Intensive efforts by your Society to persuade the Council to 
agree to prov ide a plan (a "scheme of enhancement" in the 
words of the statute) at some lime in the fu ture have gone 
on for several months and are continuing. It may be some 
months yet before we receive a final answer. 

AGM 1992 
Wednesday 29th April at 8pm 
As usual, the venue wi ll be the Methodist church hall 
in Prince Imperial Road , Chis lehurst. 

We greatly val ue the attendance of members and we 
hope that as many of you as possible will come. There 
will be time set aside for members' questions and 
comments - indeed. we intend 10 make mo re time 
available for this purpose than in recent years. The 
Chislehurst Society belongs to our members and needs 
your active involvement. ]n the past, we have usually 
had at least one of our ward councillors in attendance 
and they t.oo are happy to answer questions and take 
note of members ' views. Our ward counc illors and our 
MP will again be invited thi s year. Our most important 
invitation, as ever. is thi s one - to YOU. Please make 
a note of the date! 

'The Cedars' 
- still under threat 
Members may remember the art icle on the hi s tory and 
presen t peril of ' The Cedars' in our February issue. Th is 
lovely old house lies in the triangle of land where Old Hill 
meets Camden Park Road and its large garde n fo rms an 
important open space link between the Common adjacent to 
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the cricket ground and the golf course (bOlh of which are in 
the Green Belt). 

The house itself has deteriorated in recent yea rs and now 
a large portion of the garden has apparently been sold; the 
owner wa nt s to build a new house on il. Planning 
application 9 1.2619 detai ls a five bed room house (plus 
nurseries, reception room s, etc.) wi th integral double 
garage. 

Your Society has objected to these plans and urges 
members to do likewise. The Council' s own Chislehurst 
Conservation Area Policy Statement requires that buildings 
in the grounds of large houses on the periphery of the 
Common s hould be ancillary in sca le , comparable to 
stables and lodges for instance. Indeed, the Policy al so 
states that around Cam den Park there will be a general 
presumption against new development so that the open 
nature of the area can be preserved. The garden forms a 
sizable area of open space which should not be gobbled up 
in this manner. Allowing a large house to be built there 
might set a very unfortunate precedent. 

SEE STOP PRESS ON PAGE 4 

SOCIETY GROWS AND GROWS! 
Thank s to the dedicat ion and hard work of our road 
stewards, led by the indefatigab le Mr Godfrey, your 
Society now has a larger membership than ever - about 
4500 people, in fact. The last issue of The Cockpit had to be 
be reprinted to satisfy the sudden increase in demand and 
thi s issue has a record print run of 4000 copies. 

The consequence of rising membership, of course, is an 
increased need for road stewards to look after members. 
Road stewardship is an act ive rote in the commu nity, 
di stributing Cockpits about three times a year, collecting 
annual subscriptions and generally keeping members in 
touch with your Socie ty 's committee. More detail s are 
available from Mr Godfrey or from Mrs l oy lones, the 
Membership secretary. Lette rs can be sent clo the ed itor 
(address on page I). 

£20,000 
- THE FINE FOR TREE FELLING 
The current issue of Rahhil. the broadsheet of Bromley 
Council 's Environment Group, includes an item on recently 
updated legislation concerning protec ted trees and trees in 
Conservation Areas. 

At last the government has given some teeth to the laws 
protecting trees. As from September 25th 1990 fines for 
illegal fe lling of protected trees increased from £2,000 to 
£20,000. Thi s should now be a de terrent for the most 
unscrupulous owners and contractors. The fines re late 10 
trees covered by Tree Preserva tion Orders and all trees 
growing in Conservation Areas. The Council can tell you 
if your tree is protected, and if it is, can give adv ice and 
explain procedures. Telephone Coral Gibson on 081-3 13 
4516. Remember to ask before doing anyth ing to your tree, 
as consent may be needed for surgery as well as felli ng; a 
phone call could be a lot cheaper than a fi ne! 

If Miss Gibson is no t available, espec iall y re levant at 
weekends, her an swer in g mac hine message g ives an 
emergency number should you wish to report and stop any 
unauthorised fe lling. 

Tree Wardens Needed 
Anyone interested in extending their interest in tree care 

and protec tion may wish to become a 'Tree Warden' . The 
Tree Council launched this scheme last year, sponsored by 
Briti sh Gas, the aim being to involve the community in 
conserving and enhancing their local trees and woods. You 
don ' t have to be an expert to become a tree warden, just an 
enthusiast! Training is provided , and Miss Gibson is the 
person to contact. 

In the merry month of May. 
... your Society will be hosting our first social of the 
year. The venue will again be the popular ' Foxbury' in 
Kemnal Road - new members, especially, may not 
have had the oppor tunity to vis it thi s splendid old 
house, once the home of the Tiarks family. You are 
wannly recommended to join us there on Friday 8th 
May from 7.30- 11pm. A del ic ious and , as a lways, 
generous buffet is promised wi th the pay-bar open 
throughout the evening. Tickets priced at £7 each wilt 
be available from the chairman of the social sub­
committee on 467 2796. Numbers are limited and 
demand is always high so please apply early. 

DEMOCRACY OR 
DELEGATION? 
There hav e been rece nt moves by th e L.B. Bromley 
Counc il to delegate furthe r pow e rs to its plannin g 
departmen t to dete rmin e a w ider range of planning 
applications rather than continue to have these dealt with 
by the councillors of the planning comm ittees. This means 
that even greater care will be needed to keep undes irable 
development at bay. A large number of minor proposals 
are, of course, quite reasonably dealt with under ' delegated 
powers ' . So far this system has been safeguarded by the 
proviso that when objectio ns are received rega rd ing 
applications that wou ld otherwise be de termined by a 
plan ning officer, they will instead be considered by the 
e lected members of the Council. From now on, however, 
objections alon e wi ll not be suffic ient to prevent an 
application from being dealt with unde r delegated powers. 
It will now also be essential for objections to be sent 10 a 
co unc illor in order to pe rsuade him or her in turn to 
convince the chief planner that the matte r should not be 
dealt with under delegated powers bu t by a committee in a 
democratic and pub licly accou ntabl e way. In order 1'0 
achieve thi s, objectors will need to find out if it is intended 
that an application is to be dealt with under delegation. This 
may nor be easy to establ ish and could mean making 
seve ral e nq uiri es within ju s t two weeks be twee n 
publica tion of the details o f an applica tion and the day 
when the chief planner will dec ide whether it will be dealt 
wi th under delegated powers. 

A matter of judgement 
In making the case for further delegation, it has been stated 
by the Council that thi s wil l be an ' improvement' on the 
present system and allow counc illors to devote more time 
to 'more important ap plica ti ons and po licy matte rs. In 
support of thi s argument , it has been further stated that as 
most of the planning applications which have appeared 
before planning committees as ' recommended for approval' 
have in fact been approved , they could well have been 



decided under delegated powers. In Chis lehursl, however, 
there have been numerous applica tions for development 
whi c h Ihe Council 's planning department have 
recomme nd ed for approval , ye t wh ich, following 
representalions by the Chis lehurst Society and individual 
residents, have been rejected by Ihe planning committees. 
In most cases these refusa ls have been upheld by the 
D.O.E. appeal inspectors. Clearly, then, there is a risk that 
funher delegation ~ panlcularly in view of the reasons 
advocated ~ will mean that developments which may well 
have been refused by the Council 's planning committees, 
might be granted permission. 

It is the intention of the Council that the new ' improved' 
scheme of de legat ion wi ll be moni to red ,llld wi ll be 
reviewed in September thi s year, but such a rev iew will not 
undo decis ions subsequently seen as mistakes. In any case, 
with the sharp fa ll in the numbers of planning applications 
submilled during the present economic climate, wou ld it be 
right to decide that an apparent success of the scheme 
during thi s period would be justification for it to continue? 
Le t us hope that the di c tum 'improvement means 
dete rioration' does nOI prove 10 be the case with ex tended 
delegated powers. 

Councillor KalY Boughey is Chislehurst's ward member 
on the Council 's Development Control Committee. Copies 
of letters of objection 10 planning applications should be 
addressed to her clo the Civic Centre, Rochester Avenue, 
Bromley. 

A GENEROUS BENEFACTOR 
Thanks to the energetic efforts of Mr Charles Dunn and his 
co lleagues on your Society'S fund raiding sub·commitlee, a 
spec ial funcl has been es tablished with the a im of 
purchasing a pennanent headquarters building. This would 
hou se facilit ies for members and for other local 
associations. 

We are delighted to announce that Mr Henry Tiarks has 
generously responded to our last appeal wi th a donation of 
one thousand pounds. We thank Mr Tiarks, on behal f of all 
our members, for th is wonderful boost to our cause. The 
Tiarks famil y, whose old home ' Foxbury' is known to 
many members, are certainly not forgollen in Chislehu rst; it 
is good to know that the Tiarks family still remember and 
love Chislehurst. 

THE CHISLEHURST SOCIETY 
AT THE LONDON FORUM 
Your Society is a member of a London-wide organisat ion 
of res ide nts ' ass ociation s, the London Forum. Our 
permanent representati ve is Mr Kenneth Leary. At the 
Forum 's last meeting, which was held in Westminster 
Cathedral Conference Hall on 16th November, Mrs loy 
l ones and Mr Bruce Hum were invited to attend and speak 
on two specific matte rs. Mrs l ones tackled the issue of 
membership. 

"The Chi s lehurst Society started life in 1934 as the 
Ratepayers' Association, under the chainnanship of the late 
Tom Bushell , our local hi storian and author. It then became 
the Chi slehurst Res idents· Associat ion and is now the 
Chis lehurst Society. We are a non·pol iti ca l and non· 
sectarian organisation. 

·Th ere are fift ee n and a half thousand peo pl e in 
Chislehurst and six and a half thousand households. Thanks 

to our wonderful road stewards, who number seventy· five, 
we have a membership of four and a half thousand. 

'The personal approach is the answer to membership. 
Each new road steward receives a hand· written letter from 
me welcoming him or her to the post. 

'So that nobody in Chislehurst is delerred from joining 
the Society 011 financ ial grounds we keep our subscriptions 
low ; for example, £3 per hou se hol d and £ 1.50 per 
household fo r retired members. We have charitable status. 

'We hold two socials a year for members and one for 
road slewards. Many of ou r members are retired people 
who welcome the chance to get to know other members. 

'If there is a part ic ul ar probl e m in our area , the 
membership rises: witness the Channel Tunnel Rail Link 
which frightened many people and threatened many homes. 
When it was suggested that part of Chislehurst be moved to 
the Borough of Greenwich, a large number - about 175 ~ 
of new members sought the help of the Society, thanks to 
the effort s of our membership liai son officer who does 
sterling work in this connect ion. 

' We ha ve the support of o ur loca l librarian, our 
councillors and our MP, who all say that they apprec iate 
the help and advice that they receive from the Society. 

'One must bear in mind that Chislehurst with its lovely 
Commons and woods is unique so near London and has a 
great deal worth saving and our members appreciate this." 

Your vice chairman, Mr Bruce Hurn, desc ribed 
affiliation arrangements for local schools and the area's 
College of Design. Every educational institu tion in Chisle­
hurst is now affiliated to your Society. The talk covered 
liai son be tween the sc hools and your Society; pupils' 
reports on their environmental ac ti vities and illustrated 
talks given to s ixth formers. at a school' s request, by 
executive committee members. Mr Hum also explained the 
aims and structure of the Alun l ones award scheme fo r 
environmental studies; prizes were awa rded for the first 
time in 1991. An interesting and exciting variety of local 
studies had been submitted for these awards - all entries 
were exhibited in Chislehurst Libary and later in Barclays 
Bank and Bromley Civic Cent re. Barclays' local branch 
will be sponsoring the awards for a second time in 1992. 

Mrs l ones, Mr Hurn and s peakers from IWO othe r 
amenity societies were introduced by Mr Mal1in Bradshaw. 
director of The Civ ic Trust. 

The Green Belt 
- Minister's view 
In addreSSing the AGM of the London Green Belt Council. 
to which the Chi slehurst Society is affiliated, the Under· 
Secretary of State for the Environment , Mr Tim Yeo, MP, 
emphasised the Government' s continuing comm itment 10 
the principle of Green Be lts, which he linked with its 
commitment to the planning system as a whole as a means 
of resolv ing the conflicts abou t land·use and deve lopment 
inevitable in so densely populated a country. 

Within Green Belts, which rOlm an in trinsic part of the 
planning system, the balance is very much weighted against 
inappropriate deve lopment , the Minister argued. Most types 
of development are inappropriate in Green Bell S, with the 
onus being very much 011 developers to demonstrate "very 
specia l circumstances" to justify development not normally 
con si dered approp riate: and s uch c ircum stan ces , the 
Minister remarked. were not eas ily,demonstrated. Green 
Belts now amount to some 3.8 mill ion acres in England -
about 12% of the land area - while the Metropolitan 
Green Belt covers 1.2 million acres. 



Channel Tunnel Route 
After mentioning the proposed 'eastern route ' for the 

Channel Tunnel Rail Link, the Mini ste r explained the 
Government's wish to explore the development potential of 
the East Thames Corridor, where the aim would be urban 
regeneration and the recycl ing of land. Within the Corridor, 
Green Belt policy would be accepted as unchanged, along 
with the need to retain open countryside at large, in any 
environmental assessment. 

The Minister al so refe rred 10 the recen t Planning & 
Compensa tion Act , 1991 which, among other changes, 
reflected the Government 's wish for a 'plan-led' system, 
under which Development Plans, together with national and 
regional policies, would generally provide the basis fo r 
planning decisions at the loca l leve l. 

SUPPORT FOR SPORT 
The Chisleh urst Playing Fie ld Associa tion (CPFA) was 
fonned in 1955 by a group of local people with the express 
aims of providing a sports ground for the use of Chislehurst 
residents. 

This never materialised so the capital was invested and 
the interes t is now di stributed by way of grants to local 
you th groups involved in sport. 

The trustees are concerned that not enough applications 
fo r g rants are being made, and they would welco me 
approaches by any group or ind ividual who might benefit 
from a grant. 

App lica tion s s houl d be made to:- The Secretary , 
CPFA, I, Furzefie ld Close, Chislehurst, Kent. 

Who shall be Queen of the May? 
Chislehurst May Queen Society will be holding the annual 
crown ing of the May Queen ceremony on Satu rday 2nd 
May. The procession of the May Queen and her ret inue will 
fo llow the traditional rou te from Red Hill School to the 
Common culminat ing in the crowning at 3pm. There will 
be the us ual children 's fancy dress competition. All 
res ident s are wannly invited to allend the celebrat ions. 

CARING FOR THE CARERS 
If you look after someone, maybe a friend or a relative, and 
they rely on you, th en you a re a Ca rer. The Carers 
Info rmation and Support Service (CISS) is he re for you. 
They have staff working in nine loca l areas throughout the 
Borough. The OUlreach Worker in this area is June and she 
Ci.lI1 be contacted on 08 1-297 9022. 

CISS wan t to know what Curers would like their service 
to do and are inviting them to come along to any of the nine 
meetings they have organised. For detail s of dales, limes 
and venues please te lephone 08 1-3 13 9364. 

More volunteers are needed by Age Concern 's Carers' 
Support Service 10 sit wi th an e lderly dependen t pe rson for 
lip (0 three (0 fo ur ho urs 10 g ive (he full -t ime carer a 
necessary break. The se rvice is borough-wide and ai ms to 
give the careI' regular respi te. 

If you have a few hours a week to spare and would like 
furth e r information, p lease con lac (: Va ler ie Weston, 
Carers' Officer, Age Concern Bromley, 28A Beckenham 
Road , Beckellham BR3 4LS. Tel: 08 1-663 37 11. 

CHlSLEHURST POT POURRI 
Chisfellllrst Pot POllrri is th e intriguing titl e of an 
illustrated lectu re to be given at Chislehurst public li brary 
at 2.30pm on Saturday 7111 March. The event is organised 
by the Chis lehurst and North Wes t Kent branch of The 
Association of Men of Kent & Kentish Men as their annual 
Thomas A Bushell Memorial Lecture. 

The speakers a re Pat and June Bu she l! who w ill be 
showing a fasci nating selection of colour slides taken by 
themselves and their father over the last thirty years. 
Everyone is very welcome to allend what promises to be an 
interesting and informati ve talk. 

A HELPING HAND 
'The Trustees of the Lund and Warwick Charity invite 
app lications from pe rson s res id ent in the Pari s h of 
Chislehurst (as constituted in 1927, which includes parts of 
Sidcup). 

Such persons must be under 25 years of age and in the 
opinion of the Trustees in need of financial assistance for 
advancement in life in either or both of the following 
ways:-
( 1) in prepari ng fo r, ente ring upon or engaging in any 
profess ion, trade, occupation or se rvice; help could be 
given in prov iding outfits, tools or equi pment, or by paying 
fees, travelling or maintenance expenses, or by such other 
means for their advancement in li fe or to enable them to 
eam their living as the Trustees think fi t: 
(2) in otherwise promoting the education (including soc ial 
and physical training) of such persons. 

Applications should be made 10 the Clerk to the Trustees, 
(Or J . W. Fox ), Madow House, 3 Camden Park Road, 
Chislehu l'st, Ken t BR7 SHE. 

What are we here for? 
An excerpt from our Constitution 
The Society is establi shed for the public benefit for the 
fo ll owing purposes in the area compris ing Chis lehurst 
which area sha ll hereinafter be referred 10 as " the area of 
benefit". 
(i ) To pro mote hi gh sta ndard s of plannin g an d 

archi tecture in or affecting the area of benefit. 
(ii ) To ed ucate the pub li c ill the geog raphy, history, 

natural history and architecture of the area of benefit. 
(iii) To secure the preservation protection development and 

improvement of features of hisloric. environmental or 
public interest in the area of benefi t. 

Do YOll think your Society is e ffect ive? Are we do ing 
enough? If not - we need your ideas and your help to 
fulfil our purpose. Why not write an article for The Cockpit. 
write to the Council about one of the issues raised in thi s 
ed ition or come forward to join our road stewards. Help 
you r Society 10 make things happen ! 

STOP PRESS - 'THE CEDARS' 
Since going 10 press we have had the very good news th at 
the Council has re fused the applica tion for permission to 
bui ld in 'The Cedars ' garden. The Pl anning Committee 
were unanimolls in this ve ry wise decision. 


