


Alun Jones Awards for Environmental 
Studies 1991/92 

The presentation ceremony for the second year of the 
Alun lones Environmental Studies Awards took place on 
the evening of 3rd June in Chislehurst Li brary, by kind 
permission of the librarian, Mr Ray Hopper. A large 
number of pupils and parents. together with other 
enthusiastic supporters, gathered to hear the judges' 
c1cci:;;ions. The varied and interesting local studies projects. 
submitted by groups and individual students from four local 
schools. crcaicd an exciting and colourful display. 

Mr Tom Brown. chairman of your Society. opened the 
proceedings and congratulated the competitors on their 
work. Mr Bruce Hurn. vice-chairman and or2i1niser of the 
project. spoke of the enjoyment which the submissions had 
given to the panel or adjudicators and himself. He 
commented on the very real importance of environmental 
education and recalled hi s own indebtedness to one of his 
own teachers who had first stimulated his interest in places 
and buildings. He reminded the gathering of the words of 
the late Sir Nikolaus Pcvsner. the art historian and author of 
many books on architecture: "Chislehurst is no ordinary 
suburb. " 

Bruce Hurn introduced Mr Stephen Jones, who presented 
the prizes. Stephen Jones reminded his audience of their 
good fortune in livin g in a place lik e Chislehurst - and 
conversely. as he looked at the projects on display, he 
reflected that Chislehurst is fortunate in having such 
envirol1menlall y interested young people! He presented the 
awards which were, once again. generously supponed by 
Barclays Bank. Chislehurst branch. 

The Awards were as follows. 
THE ALUN JONES TROPHY FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL ST UDIES. The judges had decided 
unanimously that the trophy should be awarded this year to 
Marjorie McClul'e School. 

INFANT SECTION Majorie McClul'c School. £20 
book token for a group coll age by infants. entitled "A 
picnic in Chislehurst". 

JUNIOR SECTION Majorie McClure School. no 
book token for a group project entit led "A quiet corner of 
Chislehul'st". For this project. certificates of commendation 
to Christopher HCII/n. Alexallder Clemellt.\' . Philip Parsons. 
Kell)' Killg. Eli:abeth Trm'ers-Spellcer. Richard FlelJlillg. 
.Il1still Cibsoll. Cu/'\' Ro/Jer/s, A/ldrew .Iacksoll. Dan/ 
Seal/lllollt. Lee Walker. Daniel Parsons. Natas/I(( SO/l{!O·/I. 
Samh SimjJsolI and Samh Chapell. 

Edgebur'y Primary School. £ 1 0 book token for a group 
project by Class 4. entitled " Prickend Pond" . Sophie 
Shillillg received a certificate of commendation. 

INTERMEDIATE SECTION Babington House School. 
Cenificates of commendation to Syreeta C/wllillger and to 
Alllw Yallla:oe for individual project entries entitled "A 
study of the Bilbrough family". 

SENIOR SECTIO N (under 18) Coopers School. for 
individual projects entitled "Cover fo r The Cockpit': £35 
book token to Rohat Wi/!iall/s l.VI. £15 book token to 
Richard Kell! L. V I. Al so. certificates of commendation for 
indi vidual project entries: Nico/a O'Dollllell L. V I. Darrell 
Kllox l. V I. NcwlHi Stel'ells L.VI. Mal/hell' Woods L. V I. 

COLLEGE SECTION (over 18) Cooper s School. For 
individual projects - "Cover for The Cockpit" . £30 book 
token to A/isoll Hinds U.VI. £20 book token to Peter 
Cah'er U.VI. 

Councillor Mrs Joan Bryanl spoke next. reminding her 
audience that in her school days she had li ved in Greenwich 
and was always interested in the lovely old buildings to be 
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seen in the inner London boroughs. She remembered the 
teachers w ho had introduced her to local history and 
remarked that the young people present were fortunate in 
having teachers to stimulate and guide their interest in the 
environment. 

The ceremony was undoubtedly an extremely happy, 
pleasant and successful occasion for everyone present. 

Following the display in the library, excerpts of projects 
were shown in Barc1ays Bank, Chislehurst. after which the 
enti re display could be seen in the main reception area at 
Bromley Civic Centre. 

Our thanks are due to Robert Williams of Coopers 
School. whose winning design "Cover for The Cockpit" 
you will not have missed! 

Highlights of AGM 1992 
The Methodist Hall was filled on 29th April with the 
biggest turnout for our annual general meeting for years. 
We were very pleased to be able to welcome our Member 
of Parliament and our three ward councillors. Members 
made it clear that they liked rhe new arrangement of the 
meeting - <l short period devoted to the formal business of 
electing offi cers, etc, followed by a lengthy period of open 
discussion. Nearly all items in the discussion were initiated 
by members from the Iloor. Inevitably not every important 
topic was raised. One member evidently felt that planning 
and architectural standards were not getting a big enough 
share of the cake but the explanation for that could well be 
thatlllost of the comrniltee's work is spent on those topics. 
which had been well covered in the Annual Report and 
issues of The Cockpil. Members naturally will want to draw 
attention to topics and aspects of which the committee may 
nOl be so aware. Til e chainnan extended the meeting for ten 
minutes beyond the official closing time but it was clear 
that other matters would have come up for vigorous debate 
had time allowed. ( Is one meeting a year for members 
enough? In the past. extra meetings on special subjects 
have been very well attended) . 

Mr Norman Bell 
The meeting's warm appreciation was expressed to Mr 
Norman Bell , who retired as treasurer. It was a fitting 
tribute to his skilled and dedicated service that at the end of 
his period of office the financial situation of your Society 
had never been better. 

Additional Car-parking Spaces 
Members resident in Willow Grove asked the Committee to 
rule out any suggestion of converting the site of the fonner 
Coolings Nursery into extra parking spaces for High Street 
visitors. They referred to the noise, fumes and congestion 
already produced by vehicles queuing along Willow Grove 
to get through the traffic li ghts or into the Sainsbury car­
park, and considered that extra traffic generated by a public 
car-park on Willow Grove would be wholly unacceptable. 

The collllllillee colI/mellted tliat Bromley COllllcil had 
firmly tllmed dOll'lI the id('(l of a car-park Oil par! of the 
Coolillo\' S'il£, �a�~� WOII (I\' the w(J"ntioll had bel'li made 0 " •• • • �~�O�'� • 

Fresh plannillg perlllissioll was promptly gil'clI for housing 
011 Ihe site alld some hllilding had already heell carried Ollt 
Ihere. It was to he expected that the remaillder of the 
permilled del'e/opmellt wOllld he carried out ill dill' cOllrse. 
The idea that the site cOllld hecome a pIINic car-park had 
heell plltforll'ard hy af/nll ofconsllltallts ill.llllle 1991, af 
a time whell it appeared that 76 car-parkillg spaces were 
a{)()1I1 to he lost to High Slreer IIsers hecallse of the threat 
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of the imll/illent del1e{opmelll 01/ (lie Red Cross car-park 
site. 

Red Cross Car-park 
Councillor Mrs Bryant said that she hoped that the Council 
would purchase the si te so that il would not be built on but 
instead be retained as a car-park. She urged members to 
write in s upport of this \0 the leader of the Council , 
Councillor Barkway. 

This (le/l'ice Ivas warmly supported by th e chairmall . 
Asked if a ;'Stop" sign could be erected at the exit so as 10 

safeguard High Street pedestrians. Councillor Wykes said 
that warning barriers were being erected for that purpose. 

Re-cycling 
A membe r drew attent ion to the inadequate faciliti es in 
Chislehurst for depositing material for re-cyc ling. The 
bottle banks near the Sainsbury car-park entrance are badly 
sited and are in any case likely to be removed shortl y . The 
nea rest s ite for depositing paper for re -cycl in g is in 
Motting ham . Thus in orde r to contribute to re-cycling 
Chi s lehurst resident s are being forced into lo nger ca r­
journeys. which is not envi ronm e ntall y de s irabl e. 
Suggestions that deposit facilities be sited in the Vicarage 
ca r-park have been rejected on the unconvincing g round 
that th e co!!ect ion lorri es wou ld be unabl e 10 pass the 
height restri c tion bar! Another member commented that 
any s ite (s uch as the Vicarage car-park ) near re s idences 
sho u ld be c ons idered unsuitable beca use of the noi se 
caused by falling bott les. 

Councillor Mrs Wyk es commended the e ffort s of 
members to contribute to re-cycling and said that she was 
aware of the difficulti es in Chislehurst. In the li g ht of the 
disc uss ion she wou ld ensure that the possi bil i tie s of 
utili s ing a car-park as a deposit point were re-examined. 

Police Plan for Commons Roads 
Anx iety was ex pressed by a member about the recurrent 
talk o f moving the War Memorial and widen ing roads in 
the Commons area. On behalf of the committee Mr Dunn 
reported that a police inspec tor had developed in outline 
what was claimed 10 be a comprehensive scheme for the 
road s across the Common. It would invol ve both road 
widening and road c losures. It was s upposedly based on 
acc ident stati sti cs whic h, however. are not new and in fac t 
do not support the police case for changes . Mr Lindley­
Jones. chairman of the C0111mons Conse rvators , and Mr 
Dunn had di scussed the proposals with the police inspector 
concerned, and had made it c lea r that there wo uld be 
overwhelming local opposition to th e m. Many pe ople 
agreed that the regula tion of traffic at the War Memorial 
cross-roads needed to be improved but there were cheaper 
and more effective methods than road-widening. In reply 10 
these arg uments the InspeclOr had indica ted. and s ince 
confirmed , that it was intended that hi s proposal s should be 
taken further. Mr Lindley-Jones pointed o ut that no road 
th rou g h the Com mon s is a llowed to exceed 40 feet in 
width , including any footpath. 

Commellling on thi s repon , Councillor Mrs Wykes said 
she was appa ll ed to hear of the police proposal. of which 
she had no previous information. Speaking a longside her 
co lleagues. she said tha t as ward councillors they would 
give no support to the police proposals. 

For the cOlllmittee it was cOllfirmed that there wOllld 
cOlltilllle to he tota! oppositioll to the scheme. 

The Commons Conservators 
A member ra ised the quest ion of non - re s ident s being 
appoi nted to the Boa rd of Conservators of the Commons. 
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For the comminee Mr Dunn reponed that Ihe presen t 
s ituation raised no concern. However, the Council seems 
wil ling to recruit ne w Conservators from any part of the 
Borough , despite the long and well-rounded tradi tion of 
appointing local res idents. Councillor Mrs Wykes sa id that 
as cha irman of the Council' s Leisure Committee she would 
always try to ensure that new Conservators would be 
people well filled to look after the COl11mons . 

Old Hill 
Members po int ed to the dangers associated w ith the 
junction s at both ends or Old Hill. Among suggested 
changes were nanowing one or more sect ions of the road. 
placing humps in it, reducing the lOp exit \0 a single lane. 
making all or part of it one-way only. 

Traffic-calming 
Arising out of the item above, there was di scuss ion o r the 
need to consider the full range of traFfic-calming 
poss ibilitie s as a way or di sc ouraging speeding and 
reducing injuries. Councillor Mrs Wykes said that it would 
be mi staken 10 thi nk of traffic-calming in terms only of 
road humps. to which there were often serious objections. 
and mistaken al so to try to tackle problems in a piece-meal 
way. Changes in one road could we ll afrect other roads. An 
overall loca l scheme is needed , and she suggested Ihat your 
Soc iety should de ve lop comprehens ive proposa ls for th e 
area and then put them to the Council. 

Th e cOlJl lllifle e IIlIdert ook 10 follow lip COllllcillor 
Wykes's slIggestioll . 

Delegation of Planning Powers 
A member complained that the increased delegation of 
planning dec is ions from e lec ted councillo rs to planning 
o fficial s, a scheme introduced in January. was not in the 
interests of ~esidents. 

Til e cOllll1liff ee CO IIIIIIC!1If was tliat I'ery strong and 
persistelll oppositioll had heell lIIade hy yOllr Socie(\". alld 
others, to this challge of pracrice . COllllcillor Mrs BOllghe.\" 
had slIpporred yOllr Societ)" ill this mmter. III response the 
Coullcil had conceded tllm there wOllld he a rel'iell' of the 
ll'oi"killg of the lIell" scheme ape/" a year. 

The committee for 1992/93 is as I"ollows:­
Chairman Mr H T G Brown 
Vice Chairman Mr J Bruce Hurn 
Secretary Mr T Turner 
T reasurer Mr K P Leary 
Committee members: Mi ss P Bushe l!. Mr K S Chapman. 
Mi ss N Comport , Mr V Dun leavy. Mr C M Dunn. Ms F 
Follin . Mr G N Godfrey. Mr L G Holt. Mi ss P L Howley . 
Mrs J B Jones. Mr GC Ri chardson and Mr D B Webste r. 

Just a minute. 
Your Soc ie ty is still in dire need of a minutes secretary to 
provi de an acc urat e reco rd of th e interesting monthly 
executive committee meetings . We don't want to be forced 
to spend scarce resou rces 0~1 recruit ing profess ional he lp 
and fee l s ure that the necessary sk ill s mu st exis t in ou r 
extensive members hip! Perhaps you have ex pe ri e nce 
through yo ur professi onal life, association with other 
volu ntary bodies or from a commerc ial training . For the 
job-hunters amongst YOll, it wou ld look very good on your 
CV! If YO ll are not sure but feel that you might be able to 
he lp, you would be welcome to attend one of th e 
executive's meetings, no strings attached! Please contac t 
yo ur chai rman or editor (see foot of page I). 



HIGH STREET PARKING 
SQUEEZE 
Our art ic le in the February iss ue of The Cockpit deal t with 
the High Street park ing cri sis. Up to the time of wri ting. we 
have rece ived no information from the Council as to the 
fUlUre of the Red Cross cm·~park. Indeed. wc have nOI been 
adv ised as to whether the Counc il is go ing ahead wi th their 
proposed "Pay and Display" scheme for the ca r~parks in 
Ch islehursl. However, our article was commented upon by 
Counc illor A. M. Wilk inson. chairman of Development 
Control COlllmittee, who requested that hi s letter shoul d be 
plJbli shed in th is iss ue of Tile Cockpit. According ly. it is 
reprod uced in fu ll below, wi th a copy of your Socie ty' s 
reply. We lcave members to draw thei r own conclus ions. 

To Mr H T G Browl1 , Chairman. C his lehu rst Society 
Dated 24th February 1992 

Dear Mr Brown. 
T he headline in the February iss ue of The Cockpit gives 

the somewhat m is leading impress ion tha t the Counc il as 
local planning authority could have refused two planning 
applica tions o n the g rollnd that the si te s s hould prov ide 
public car park ing. 

T he two app licat ions concerned the "Red Cross" car park 
a t 3 High Street and the rormer Cooli ngs N urse ry in 
Willow Grove. 

Firstly. the exist ing CiJr park a t 3 High Street is owned by 
the police and was leased to the Counci l in the [960's for 
Ll se as a public car park. The lease has expired and the use 
as a car park has continued by informal agreement which 
can be te rminated al 6 mon ths notice. 

Planning permiss ion was granted in the 1960's for a new 
po li ce s tat io n blll the s it e is now su rplu s to po lic e 
requ i rement s and hence t he app l ica ti o n seeking it s 
redevelopment. 

T he sit e is allocated on the Borough Plan Proposa ls Map 
for office purposes. 

Tec hniciJl Services Commillee which is respons ible for 
public car parks we re made aware of the appli cation on 
16th July and deferred cons ideration to awa it the outcome 
or the application and any subsequent approac hes frolll the 
Met ropol itan Police. 

T he planning comm ittee when they fi rst considered the 
applicat ion on 15th August (when Councillo r Mrs Boughey 
was present ). deferred the malle I' bu t ollly to see ir the 
parking space 10 be provided as part or the scheme could be 
available for pub lic use outs ide office hours. The Advisory 
Panel for Conservation Areas (APCA) rai sed no objection 
in princ iple. 

Subsequently the police advised that they were unable to 
commit future owners or occ up iers to the s ugges ted 
provi sion and in any case the number of spaces that could 
hav e bee n made avai lab le from the office parl or the 
development was very small. 

Pl a ns Sub-Comm i ttee s ubsequen t ly una ni moLl s ly 
approved the scheme. 

A s s ta ted Cou nc i l lo r Mrs Boughey wa s on th e 
Committee which o r igina ll y cons ide red the app lication 
unfortunate ly it went back 10 Comminee when she was on 
holiday. However, to avoid suc h misunderstandings a ri sing 
in future. all counc illors' requests ror comm ittee dec is ion 
a rc now made in wri tine: o r vi a e lectronic ma il. 

It is clear that we as'-the local planni ng au thority did all 
wc could to sa feg ua rd the use of the si te. 

Secondly. the re is the Cool in gs Nursery s i te w h ich 
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although used ror retail purposes For man y years was 
shown on slIccess ive plans for residential usc . The Council 
originally tri ed to res is t its rede velopment but permission 
was g ranted on appeal. 

The comments o f the Ch is lehursl Society on the la test 
sc he me were reported ve rba ll y to Committee. These 
in c lude d refe re nce to the Ad viso ry Pan el's la tes t 
comme n ts. T he agenda re port inc lud ed th e ro ll owing 
paragraph as APCA's previous views: 

"W it h regard to the origina ll y submitt ed sche me. th e 
Advisory Panel for Conservalion Areas approved or th e 
layout of th e proposal but required improved e levat ional 
drawings. They also considered that the open space should 
be safegua rded against future development. In respect of 
the first revised proposa l. they objec ted 011 the grounds o f 
the quali ty of the design which did not measure up to the 
standard of the conservation area and that pilrk ing in front 
of houses is unsat isfactory. Their comments on the present 
scheme w ill be reported verbally to Mem be rs: ' 

In view of the wo rding of the art icle in your newsleller I 
am sure you will in the interest of fairmindedness wish to 
publish this letter in your next ed ition. 
Yours si ncerel y. 
Councillor A. M. Wilk inson 
Chai nnan of Deve lopment Control Committee. 

To Counci ll or A. M. Wi lki nsoll. 
Chai rman of Deve lopment Con trol Committee. 
Dated 12th March. 1992. 

Dear Counc il lor Wilk inson. 
Thank you for you r leHe r. dated 24th February. which I 

acknow le dg e d on 5th Ma rc h . I hu ve no w had Ih e 
opportuni t y~to di sc lls s the l1l<llle rs yo u raise with my 
coll eagues direc tl y concerned. 

Firstl y. let me say tha t we shall. of course. be pleased to 
publ ish you r le lt er in the nex t issue of Tht! Cockp ir. in 
llccordance w ith yo ur request. However. I would like 10 say 
tha t the fac ts as set ou t in your letter are well known to us. 

W e a p prec iate the restra int s under which Broml ey 
pl anne rs fOllnd themselves, but consider that had earli e r 
attention been paid to our repeated requests in the past for 
the form<.ltion of an overall plan for Chi s lcJllIrs t High Street. 
the current s ituation may not have arisen. 
Yours sincerely. 
H. T . G. Brown 
Chai nnan . 

A letter to the edi tor 
From: 
Metropolitan Police Service 
Orpingtol1 Police Station 
RE: CHISLEHURST HIGH STR EET PA RK ING 

I am aware of the continuing parking prob lems in th e 
High Street and I write to le l you and your readers know of 
th e ac ti o n tha t we are taking to comba t the probl e m. 
Hav ing recen tly spoken wi th the loca l Traffic Wa rden Uni t 
a t Beckc nh am . I a m assured Iha t the Wa rden s wil l be 
payi ng ex tra a ttent ion to the High Street in the ne Clr fu ture . 

At present. the H igh Street is visi ted on an irregular basis 
by a mobi le unit contain ing th ree or four Wardens who 
'b li tz ' the area and then leave. In the future . howeve r. more 
vis its w ill be paid by the mobile unit and on each day th at 
they tllt end , they will re turn la te r in th e day and issue 
ru rt her tickets whe re necessary. I hope th is ac tion w ill e<lse 
the problem . 

However. Wa rdens are needed e lsewhere in the Borough 
in those a reas . tha t have si milar p roblems. The re are 
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insufficient numbers of Wardens and (00 much abuse of 
parking restrictions IQ post a Warden in the High Street all 
the lime. 

We hope. however. Ihal the future action will make the 
High Street less hazardous and I ask you to let your readers 
know. through your excellent newsletter. 
Yours sincerel y. 
NigeJ Hake (Inspector) 
Di vis ional Community Officer 
Orvington Police. 

COMMONS CUTTERS CUT 
- Woodchoppers' Bawl 
The following article has been submitted by the Chislehurst 
and St. Paul 's eray Commons Conservators . It does not 
necessarily refiecl the views of the ed itor of The Cockpit or 
those of the executive or The Chislehurst Society . Any 
comments should be sent la the Conservators at The Old 
Fire Station. Hawkwood Lane. Chislehurst. Kent. BR7 
5PW. 

In the middle of November last year. the Leis ure 
Services Department of the London Borough of Bromley, 
in its efforts to reduce costs. put forward proposals to the 
elected members of the Council to "reduce grant to 
Commons Conservators by a maximum of £30,000". This 
was agreed and when the Conservators were eventually told 
of thi s cut (43%) early in the new year they were advised 
by the Council officials to try 10 meet it by going to outside 
contractors as had most of the sections with in the Leisure 
Services domain. The Board were told that three of its 
keepers would have to be made redundant and should be 
given immediate Ilotice. The Board were also informed that 
the redundancy payments would be refunded "from Cl 

separate Council fund"". 
The terms of the COllllllons Act under whic h the Board 

of Conservators operate provide for the appointment of 
keepers. It was agreed by the council officials that the head 
keeper should be retained as a means of achieving savings 
by utilising him as a 'supervising officer ' 10 ensure that the 
outs ide contractors wou ld undertake their work correctly­
in addition to the many duties already earmarked for him. 
The Board al so made an extremely st rong case for the 
retention of their offices and workshop/depot at the Old 
Fire Station . This was event uall y agreed. 

Over a period of many weeks of involved calcu lations 
and the subm ission of papers wh ich set o ut in great detail 
all the work carried out on the COlllmons, the Board. who 
gladly acknowledge that they were given invaluable help 
by council officials. produced a new budget to achieve a 
saving of £ 18.000 i.e. a reduclion of 25 % , Th e 
Conservators were therefore amazed , when present at a 
laler Leisure Services Committee meeting. to witness 
mcmbers voting to endorse the previous recommendation 
10 cut the Board's budget by the full £30.000 and thus 
leaving them 10 Iry to operate all only £39.500. 

After taking into account the sa laries of the clerk and the 
head keeper and the costs of the Old Fire Station. the 
amounl left is insufficient to cover the costs of t he 
'contracted Ollt work' for !!rass mowing and rubbish 
clearance - le t alone anything cl se normally done. 
Without assured and adequate funding. the Board cannot 
enter into legal agreements for Ihe llsually required three­
year term 10 employ outside contracto rs . Until the whole 
matter is sett led a temporary assistant has been engaged to 
help the head keeper wi th the day-ta-day maintenance 
works. ' 

Meanwhile the Board has had to say 'good-bye' to three 
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of the keepers who were well known to many in the area. 
The redundancy money this entailed has had to be drawn 
from the Conservators' reserves specifically set as ide for 
the replacement of p lant and machinery! 

At the July meeti ng of the Board it was reported that to 
date the maintena nce work was being kept almost up to 
schedule but the Board does ask for the understanding of 
the people of Chis lehurst during this difficult time and 
assures them that it is pu rsuing the who le ques tion 
vigorously. 

The Conservators would also like to take this opportunity 
[0 say that at their last meeting they voted aga in that their 
thank s be conveyed to Mr Michael Cooling for so 
generously giv ing plants for the War Memorial all the year 
round. 

Oh to be at Foxbury . .. 
Robert Browning said "Oh to be in England now that 
April 's here" - I think that many Chislehurst Society 
members would substitute " now that May is here and 
another of our popular soc ials is tak ing place" . The 
delightful house at Foxbury was once again the venue 
for our spring social. About seventy members sampled 
a generous buffet provided by the Foxbury staff. Good 
comradeship and conversation prevailed pleasantly 
dur ing the evening and it was especially pleasing to see 
a number of members who had not previo usly visited 
Foxbury. 

The at mosphere a t Foxbury is always so welcoming 
Ihat rhe people of Chislehurst are fortunate in having 
this elegant bu ilding available to them for private 
functions . Booking details are available from Mr J 
Allison. the manager, on 467 37 12. 

Your Society will hold anothel' of these extl'emely 
popular events on Friday 18th September. T he cost, 
including light refre shments, will be very reasonable; 
Foxbury's well stocked pay-bar w ill be open as usual. 
The evening will begin at 7.30pm and we hope to see 
both new and familiar faces. Tickets are available from 
the chairman of the social sub-committee on 467 2796 
- please book ear ly to avoid disappointment. 

A welcome visitor 
On 26th May this year, a distingu ished former resident , Mr 
Henry Tiarks (on a visit to England from hi s home in 
Marbella) . accepted an invitation to visit Chislehurst and 
hi s old family home. ' Foxbury' in Kemnal Road. 

After driving around the district and visiting the Perry 
Street Hospital sports grounds (which in his time were used 
for polo) he was welcomed to Foxbury, together with two 
members of your Society. by Mr John AlIison . Mr Allison. 
of course, manages thi s magnificent bui ld ing for its present 
owners . the Woolwich Building Society . Mr Tiark s was 
favourably impressed with the way in w hich the house and 
g rounds have been maintained. 

M embers who have attended your Society 's soc ia l 
evenings at Foxbu ry will know how well the bar 
harmonises with the o ri ginal panelling. Happily, it proved 
to be in full working order, supplying refreshment whi le Mr 
Tiark s signed the 'distinguished visitors book ' and 
photographS were 13ken. The party then enjoyed a three 
cou rse lunch in a private din ing room . Foxbury 's supe rb 
catering staff produced an excellent meal which was 



impeccably served by a very smart waitress hailing from 
Bolivia, who had a lively conversation in Spanish with our 
guest. 

A fler a further photo sess ion , out on the terrace in 
brilliant sunsh ine, Mr Tiarks took hi s leave say ing that he 
would like 10 come again. He hoped that next lime his busy 
daughter Henrietta, Marchioness of TavislOck, would be 
able to take time off from runn ing Woburn Abbey to 
accompany him. Needless to say . any members of thi s 
family , who have done so much for Chislehursl, would 
always be welcome here. 

Planning to Preserve 
Readers of The Cockpit will have seen references in the 
past to your Society's planning sub-committee. so a brief 
outline of its functions may be of interest. 

T he planning su b-committee is composed of four 
members of your Society, reporting to the execut ive 
committee. The chairman is Mr T. Turner, the secretary is 
Miss P. L. Howley. 

The secretary monitors the weekly lists of planning 
applications issued by London Borough of Broml ey, 
extracts details of all those which are relevant to 
Chislehurst and informs road stewards, thus enabl ing them 
to alert members affected. 

There is a monthly meeting of the sub-committee at the 
Civic Centre, when eve ry planning application in the 
Chislehurst area received in the past month is subjected to 
detailed examination. Usually. at least 25 such applications 
are involved. A comprehensive repon is prepared in respect 
of those applications where observaIions or objections by 
you r Society are considered to be necessary , due 
consideration being given to me mbers' views when 
available. After en dorseme nt of the report by your 
execu tive committee, letters detailing the agreed objections 
or observations are s~ nt 10 the chief planner. London 
Borough of Brom ley. Sometimes, additional information is 
received subsequent ly about a particular planning 
application and further elaboration is cons idered to be 
necessa ry . In such a case, the planning sub-committee 
chaiJll1an prepares a supplemen tary letter. addressed 10 the 
chie f planner. and , in addition, sends a copy to every 
councillor se rving on the Council 's committee responsible 
for dealing with the appli cat ion concerned. Thi s ensures 
that the latest views of yo ur Society are avai labl e 10 

Council co mmittee members before the planning 
application is considered . The amount of work involved in 
preparing well reasoned Objections is considerable and may 
involve site visi ts and discussions with interested panies. 
Moreover, success at local level sometimes requires further 
representations in the event of an Appeal to the Secretary of 
State for the Environmen t. 

There is no doubt that the London Borough of Bromlcy 
takes cons iderab le note of your Society 's views o n 
planning applications. This is confirmed by the feed-back 
received from both councillors and officers. 

Anyone may examine app li cations, on request, at the 
planning enquiry desk at the Civic Centre . If you wish to 
object or comment on a proposal you shou ld do so by 
writ ing without delay to T he Chief Pl anner, London 
Borough of Bromley , Civic Centre, SlOckwell Close, 
Bromley, BRI 3UH. If you feel that you need the support 
of your Society, you should send a copy of your letter to 
the chairman, Mr Tom Brown. Your views, if not already 
covered by you r Society's representations. wilt then be 
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made by the Society on your behalf. The telephone number 
of your Society's chairman is given at the foot of page I of 
this issue of The Cockpit. 

It is sometim es stated that " The Chislehurst Society 
objects to eve rything". Statistics prove thi s to be incorrecl. 
Of a total of 246 planning applications examined during the 
year ending December, 199 I, the planning sub-comm ittee 
recommended that immediate objections be made 10 53 ie , 
10 approximately I in 5 planning app lications relat ing to 
Chislehurst. This is hardl y surprising, as a large part of 
Chislehurst is desillnated as a conservation area of wh ich a 
la rge proportion iho fatJs within the Green Belt, all of 
wh ich needs to be defended against undesirable 
development. 

THOUGHTS ON WATER 
The first thought must sure ly be about the morality of 
imposing restric tions on water use whilst losses from 
ancient mains via leaks amount to as much as 25 per cent. 
Fortunately Thames Water' s management claims 10 be 
coping well and supplies from this company are unlikely to 
be restricted in the near futu re. The new nine feet diameter 
ring main around London (the southern half of which is 
now completed) is equiva lent to a reservoir in itself. 

Next , is it not obvious that one day a 'national grid' must 
be built to transfer water from areas with surplus supplies 
to those with shortages? It is surprising that this was not 
done years ago , thus avoiding the calt for more and more 
reservoirs and excessive water extraction from our rivers. 

Surprisingly, because of the loss of manufacturing 
industries from London and the consequent reduction in lIse 
of artesian wells, the wale I' table is actua ll y ri sing. Thi s is 
already causing trouble in London 's basements and cellars. 
One wonders why Thames W ater doesn't pump it out 
again! 

Currently there is much clamour for water suppl ies to be 
metered. The cost of fining meters nationatly would be 
over £100 million with annual meter-reading and 
maintenance costs of £[0 miltion . Like the 'national grid', 
therefore, this is not a ' quick fix' solut ion . The present 
design of our sewerage system is dependent on 11 cop ious 
flow of water to remain working freely. Economies of use 
brought about by charges for the quantities lIsed would 
only benefit the drain clearance specialists! 

Finally , we know that in this country. whether it is 
necessary or nOI , all mains water is of drinkable quality. 
Such is the water used by industry, agriculture. sports 
grounds, parks and golf courses. as well as by our fire 
briQades for extinguish inQ fi res . 

According to ihe Co~nc it for the Protection of Rura l 
England. in ~British households water is currently used in 
the following proportions: 
Miscellaneous , cooking, cleaning 
Flush ing of WCs 
Baths and showers 
Washing machines 
Gardens 
Dishwashers 
Drinking 

Some food for thought! 

34% 
32% 
17% 
12% 
3% 
1% 
1% 

Editor 's note: a very provocative article from one of our 
regular contribu tors! I would be interested to publish 
members' views on any of the points raised - what should 
be done ro stop our High Street pond (amongst others!) 
disappearing completel y as the water companies suck 
underground reserves dry? This is everybody's problem! 


