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contained a railway timetable, postal collection times, 
detail s of various local services such as the Registrar of 
Birth and Deaths, and pages of adverti sements for shops, 
estate agents, dairies, chimney sweeps, local schools and 
pri vate tutors, and our very own Chislehursl Mineral 
Waters Company. There were detailed regular reports of all 
church-related reli gious, social and educational doings for 
children and adults, and the coverage was for St Nicholas 
and the Annunciation Churches, and also St Katherine's, 
Rotherhithe. the Chislehurst M ission. 

From the pages of the Chislehurst Urban District Council 
minutes a picture of early twentieth century Chislehurst 
may be gleaned. and the Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC min­
utes chart (he progress of that odd "marriage" between two 
disparate halves that lasted from 1934 to 1965. From these 
pages can be culled something of the history of the wartime 
use of the "Caves" as air raid shelters. 

Neither of these sources can give a complete picture, but 
they do provide a treasure house of information for anyone 
with time to spare and a penchant for study. They await 
exploration on the shelves of the Local Studies Department 
in Bromley Central Library. 

A lso avail able there are microfilmed census returns, 
local directories, maps of all kinds, including the Tithe Map 
of 1844 which conveys so beautifully the image of a long­
gone rural Chislehursl, twenty years before the railways 
came, and many other archival records. There is also an 
excell ent picture and local newspaper collection, and every­
thing is meti culously card-indexed. 

At Chislehurst Library there is a good range of sec­
ondary printed sources, the foundation of which is Webb's 
History published in 1899. Turn to the October 1900 issue 
of the Parish Magazine for an account of it s birth. Five 
hundred copies were printed and the price was 30/- (£ 1.50 
in today's language but not today's values!) How are we to 
celebrate the centenary of this remarkable work in 1999? 
Thi s is a matter to which the new Local Studies Group 
might turn its attention, not only by studyi ng the copious 
resources avail able but also by welcoming contributions 
from local residents with their store of memori es of 
Chislehurst during the twentieth century. In October 1900 
Canon Murray wrote of the His/ory, of how it came into 
being and of i ts varied contents, and concluded: 

"Valuable assistance with regard to these ... matters was 
given by a very old inhabitant, Mr H J Willi s, whose mem­
ory is very fu ll and accurate. It is of great importance that 
many recoll ecti ons and notices of events should be thus 
recorded whil e those who have known and taken part in 
them still survive; otherwise they would have, 1 fear, 
passed away and been much forgotten." 

Can we do the same, to provide a twentieth century histo­
ry of Chislehurst as a supplement to Webb's Hist01Y, that our 
children's children may be grateful for, as we are grateful to 
Messrs Webb, Mill er, Beckwith, Murray and company? 
Much will depend on your contributions, your response to 
this new Local Studies Group and your support. 

Examples of the kind of contributions made avail able to 
the librarian at Chi slehurst over several years are many and 
varied. Some have been outright gifts, some loans, some 
the printed effort s of students or local people who have for 
one reasbn or another studied some aspect of Chislehursl. 

Amongst these recently have featured a week-end loan 
of the original Log Book of Lady Sydney's School in Perry 
Street, from which copious notes were made; 

the salvaging and subsequent donation lO the Library of 
ori ginal documents relating to the development of Church 
Row in the nineteenth and twentieth Centuries; 

postcards, donated and lent, many of which have been 

Mr. W. A. Page 
It wns with sadness that we learnt of the death of Bill 
Page, which occurred shortly before Christmas. 
Members of the executive committee were aware 
that he had been suffering f rom ill -health for some 
time but, even so, his passing came as a shock to all 
his friends on the committee. 

For a considerable number of years, Bill had held 
office as the Chislehurst Society'S treasurer and was 
well known in that capacit y to road stewards and 
members at large. On relinquishing this position, Bill 
readily agreed to become your Society 'S auditor and 
carried out these duties in his usual efficient manner 
until shortly before the last A.O.M. when he was 
compeUed to offer his resignation on health grounds. 

Always keen to further the aims of your Society, his 
acti ve participation in Society matters has been of 
benefit to us all. To his many fri ends in Chislehursl, his 
passing represents a sad loss, particularly in view of his 
very long association with the Chislehurst Society. 

copied onto slides and used to illu strate local history tal ks; 
the auctioneer's copy of the Frognal and Scadbury sale 

catalogue of 1915, with annotations about bid prices and 
names of purchasers; this item was fir st lent and subse­
quently bequeathed to the Library and is now in the 
Archives secti on; 

various theses written by local students such as Richard 
Varney's Chislellllr st alld Mottill gham; a study of two vil· 
lages within all urball area 1975; Sall y Wedderburn's 
Charity ill Chislellllrst 1780 to 1871 1980; and Laurence 
Gee's A Survey of the rich and poor of Chisfellll rst 1845· 
1900 1973, copies of all of which are deposited in the 
Central Local Studies Library and at Chislehurst. 

The work of local authors is featured in items such as 
Dorothy McCall' s Patchwork of the History of Chislehurst 
1963, based upon Webb's History but imbued with her own 
wonderful perception, and Clifford Platt's III Trust fo r 
CMs/ellllrst 1975, a history of Pelts Wood and the other 
National Trust property in Chislehursl. The greatest recenl 
example is, of course, Arthur Baul e' s Edwardian 
Chislellllrst 1989, which accords well with Canon Murray's 
comment already quoted; and we must not forget Tom 
Bushell' s Imperial Chis/ehurst, 19:74. 

One aim of the Local Studies Group will be to foster and 
encourage further contributions li ke these. The librarian is 
grateful for the trust that so many people have shown 
towards him in lending what are evidentl y valuable items, 
and hopes that this state of affairs may continue. During the 
period of loan, notes, photocopies or slide photographs can 
be made, all of which contribute to our knowledge of the 
past and can be shared among many other people. 

The smallest, sli ghtest and apparently most insignifi cant 
items caQ, be of value. Programmes of any local event, 
posters, photographs and leaflets; receipts from local shops, 
bus tickets, account books, letters, diaries, logbooks, min­
utes of meetings; all can contribute to the fascinating end­
less ji gsaw of the past. 

For many people writing their memories does not come 
easily. Recording such memories on lape is something that 
many local studies groups or librarians have done else­
where, and your new Local Studies Group mi ght also 
embark upon such a task, provided that suitable equipment 
was available, and that people with reminiscences could be 
put at ease; a microphone can be a very daunting object to 
older people. 
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Many local people have some detailed expert knowledge 
of local matters which they may be writing about with a 
view to publication. An index of such experts is worth 
compiling so that if they were wi lling to assist in answering 
enquiries made, for example, at the Library, the enquirer 
could be referred to them. Such an index cou ld be extended 
to include people, places , houses , events and things in 
Chislehufst, with necessary references to further sources of 
information. A small beginning to such an index was start­
ed many years ago by the li brarian at Chisiehufst, just to 
assist staff attempting to answer enquiries. 

Enquiries often focus upon a need for "take away" 
leaflets on walks, houses, famous people and places to visit 
wi thin Chislehurst. This need was felt acu te ly during the 
European Heritage Days week-end in September 1993, and 
one immediate project fo r the Local Studies Group must be 
to produce such items in readiness for any future events of 
this kind. 

A va luable supplement to all thi s envisaged materi al, is a 
bibliography which would li st all publications and indicate 
the ir usefu lness and their whereabouts. At its best thi s 
becomes a valuable pori able catalogue for students. The 
Local Studies Group might at some stage lUrn its attention 
to such a production. 

A vi tal preliminary stage in the study of an area is to pre­
pare adequate large-scale maps, of which the T ithe Map of 
1844 is a prime example. A mapping project coveri ng the 
who le of the o ld Pari sh of Chi sle hu rst which extended 
south into what is now urban Petts Wood, and north and 
eas t into parts of Sidcup a nd Footscray is an essent ial 
undertaking. Such a map should show every feature of his­
torical interest, even if it is no longer to be seen. A succes­
sion of maps ill ustrating the development of Chis lehurst 
shou ld also be available. Many such can be seen at the 
Central Library Local Studies Department and it is hoped 
that a better range of these will eventually be availab le at 
Chislehurst Library, but thei r ex istence need not prec lude 
the production of a truly local hi storical map. Have we any 
cartographers whose tale nt s could be harnessed? 

Perhaps a video "tour" of Chislehurst could be produced 
as a worthwhi le alternat ive to books, other publications or 
actual walks which are ofte n upset by the weather. This 
might have a strong appeal to visitors or housebound resi­
dents. 

This, then, is an outli ne of what the new Local Studies 
Group might attempt to do in the future. It offers scope for 
many people wi th varyi ng interests and skill s. Much can be 
done by individuals, or in small working groups or teams, 
depending on the task to be done, and age is no barrier. 
From school children embarking upon a local project, to the 
elderly resident with scores of years of memories, all are 
welcome to make a contribution. All enqui ries or sugges­
tions should be addressed to the libraria n at Chislehurst 
Library, Red Hill, Chislehurst, Kent, BR7 6AD. The cur­
ren t librarian is, as you know, Roy Hopper. What he hopes 
10 have started in th is new Local Studies Group is some­
thing permanent for Chislehurst that will long outlive him. 

A final point: there is a need to clarify the ro les of the 
library service as a first poi nt of enquiry and an obvious 
repos itory of information; the Chislehurst Society as a pro­
ducer or instigator of information; and independent authors 
writing for publication and sale. 

Much material may be publi shed by your Society and 
may be so ld to the public, possib ly via the Library, or direct 
from your Society, or local shops. It is envisaged that the 
li brary service will acq uire copies of all publicat ions, by 
purchase in the usual way, to use as reference o r lending 
ile ms. Thi s w ill probab ly s timu late fu rthe r sa les. A n 

example of this is the Chislehurst Commons pamphlet pro­
duced by the Commons Conservators, available for sale in 
the Library, some local shops and from the Conservators, 
and also available for reference at (he Library. If any local 
author wishes to embark upon private publication for sa le, 
the Library will acquire copies for stock which will proba­
bly stimulate further sales, as in the case of Arthur Batt le ' s 
Edwardian Chislehurst or Pat Bushell's Chis!ehurst ill 
Camera. 

The pursuit of local history, or loca l studies of any kind , 
is no longer the province of one individual. No one need 
fear that by embarking upon a particu lar fie ld of study, per­
haps with a view to publication, they are going to mortally 
offend ''The Local Historian". What the new Local Studies 
Group hopes to encourage is a d iversity of contributions, 
ideas, suggestions and indications from individuals of their 
particular interests and intended fi elds of research; a pool­
ing of loca l knowledge. From thi s wi ll e merge a clearer 
picture of the current state of Chislehurst local studies that 
will be of benefit to aU. 

Roy Hopper 

At the Sign of the Real Pub 
Readers will recall the article by "RT" in the last issue of 
The Cockpit, complaining of the insensitivity with which 
the White Horse publi c house has been renamed (for those 
who missed it, the new name is The Pellny Farthing - or 
perhaps you wou ld rather nol know! ). According to The 
Times ( 13 November 1993), C hislehurst is not alone in suf­
fering thi s form of unwanted attention from the Whitbread 
Brewery which owns the pub in question. A pub described 
by The Times as "the hi storic Castle 11111, at Donnington, 
Berkshire , was renamed The Pig ill Hidillg - complete 
with pink pig signs outside" by Whitbread. Presumably 
local people wou ld like the pi nk pigs to live up to the ir 
pub' s name ! 

Berkshire's branch of the Campaign for Real Ale sug­
gests that the law should be changed so that changes in pub 
names wou ld requ ire plann ing permission. Such a law 
might have w ide implications, as it would presumably 
affect other public bu ildings such as restaurants and cine­
mas - and possibly private houses as we ll . Perhaps readers 
have (printable!) views on this top ic? Should you feel com­
placent and not have strong objections to the name Penny 
Farthing, yOll might care to know that Th e Times' report 
included a claim that Whitbread plan to establish a chain of 
pubs adorned with pink pigs ... (Edi tor) 

Planning to Preserve and Enhance 
In view of enquiries received from some members, it is 
thought that a brie f outline of the funct ions of the Society'S 
planning sub-commi ttee may be of interest. 

F irstly, it seems desirable to emphasise that your 
Society has no power to approve or refuse planning 
applications, T his is entirely the function of Bromley 
Council. The ro le of your Society is to make observat ions 
or objeclions to planning applications where this is consid­
ered to be necessary; it is known that Bromley Council 
takes careful note of the Society'S comments (see below). 
However, it does not always fo llow that the views of the 
Society are upheld by the Counci l in arriving at a deci sion 
on a particular application. 

The planni ng sub-committee is composed of four mem­
bers of your Society, repOlting to the executi ve committee. 
The chairman is Mr T Turner, the sec retary is Miss P L 
Howley; the others are Mr L Holl and Mr T Brown. 



The secretary monitors the week ly lists of planning 
app li ca tion s issued by London Borough of Bromley, 
ext racts detail s of all those which are rel evant to 
Chis lehurst and informs road stewards by circular of those 
which concern them, thus enab ling them to alert members 
affected. 

At monthly intervals, there is a meeting of the sub-com­
mittee at the Civic Centre, when every planning app lication 
in the Chislehurst area received in the past month is sub­
jected to detailed examination. Usually, no fewer than 25 
such applications are involved. A comprehensive report is 
prepared in respect of those app lications where observa­
tions or objections by your Society are considered to be 
necessary , due consideration being given to members' 
views when available. After endorsement of the report by 
the executive committee, letters detailing the agreed objec­
tions or observations are sent to the chief planner, London 
Borough of Bromley, by the planning sub-committee secre­
tary. Someti mes, additional information is received subse­
quently about a particular planning application and further 
elaboration is considered to be necessary. In such a case, 
the planning sub-committee chairman prepares a supple­
mentary letter, addressed to the chief planner and, in addi­
tion , sends a copy to every councillor servin g o n the 
Council's committee responsible for dealing with the appli­
cation concerned. This ensures that the latest views of your 
Society are available to the Council' s conunittee members 
before the planning application is considered. The amount 
of work involved in preparing well reasoned objections is 
considerable and may invo lve si te visits and discussions 
with interested parties. Moreover, success at local level 
sometimes requires further representations in the event of 
an Appeal to the Secretary of State for the Envi ronment. 

There is no doubt that the London Borough of Bromley 
takes considerable note of your Society's views on plan­
ning app lications. This is confirmed by the feed-back 
received from both councillors and officers. 

Anyone may examine applications, on request, at the 
planning enqui ry desk at the Civic Centre. If you wish to 
object or comment on a proposal you should do so by writ­
ing without delay to the Counci l's chief planner, London 
Boro ugh of Bromley, C ivic Centre, Stockwell Close, 
Bromley, BR I 3UH. If you feel that you need the support 
of your Society, you should send a copy of your letter to 
the honorary secretary, Mr Tony Turner. Your views, if not 
already covered by your Society'S representations, will then 
be made known by the Society on your behalf. Mr Turner's 
address is given at the foot of page I of thi s issue of The 
Cockpit. 

It is sometimes stated that 'The Chi slehurst Society 
objects to everything". Statistics prove this to be incorrect. 
Of a tota l of 294 planning applications examined during the 
year ending December 1993, the planning sub~comminee 
recommended that immediate objections be made to 60 ie, 
to approximately 1 in 5 planning appl ications relating to 
Ch islehurst. This is hard ly surpri sing, as a large part of 
Chislehurst is designated as a Conservation Area of which 
a large propOltion also fall s wi thin the Green Belt, all of 
which needs to be defended against undesirab le develop­
men t. 

Moats, Marlowe and more please! 
Were you at Farrington School on 30th October? A sub­
stantial cross-section of the Chislehurst population turned 
out to hear a fascinating series of lectures on topics re lated 
to the work of the Orpington and District Archaeological 
Society (ODAS) at the site of the moated manor house at 

Scadbury, once the home of the influential Wals ingham 
fami ly. 

Charles Nicholl gave a vivid account of the li fe of 
Christopher Marlowe, playwrite, poet and spy who stayed 
at Scadbury on several occasions and who may have pro­
duced some of hi s work there. Mr Nicholl cheerfully signed 
numerous copies of his book, The Reckoning, which 
relates the story in more detail. The historian Or Joan 
Thirsk told us about daily life among the wealthier classes 
in Elizabethan England, explaining how much can be 
deduced from such evidence as the plants grown in gardens 
and farms. Kenneth Gravett used numerous slides to illus­
trate his talk on the building styles of the period and the 
reasons why architecture developed as it did - having the 
kitchen in a separate bui lding was a sensible precaution 
when open cooking fires frequently caused rather larger 
blazes than intended! The work of ODAS itself at Scadbury 
was explained by Or Alan Hart, who is a director of the 
excavations there. He also made good use of slides to show 
the progress of work and the nature of the discoveries there. 

Vis itors from as far away as Portsmouth attended the 
conference but the high attendance was mostly of local 
people showing a great and intelligent interest in their local 
history - a hi story which as the case of Marlowe shows is 
by no means divorced from wider historical issues. Those 
of you who attended, and those who wish they had, will 
surely be inte rested in your Society 'S new Local Studies 
Group. 

European Heritage Days 1993 
Ho w do you orga ni ze a Grand Weekend Event in 
Chislehurst, to attract an anendance of thousands, free of 
charge, at a total cost below £300? That was the challenge 
that faced your Society last summer when Chislehurst was 
one of only fi fteen centres in England invi ted to inaugurate 
this country's parti cipation in the European Heritage Days. 
These are se lected days each year when many countries in 
Europe si multaneously celebrate their heritage of fi ne 
bu ild ings and allied 3115. For 1993 the chosen dates were 
J lth and 12th September. That allowed very li ttle lime for 
planning. 

The fi rst step was to ask the owners of ten of the most 
interesting heritage bu ildings in Chislehurst to open their 
doors to the public on the Heritage Days. Not only was 
agreement sw ift ly fort hcoming but along with it came 
enthusiastic volunteers ready to welcome and advise visi­
lors at all the sites. Bromley Council lent LI S equipment for 
a large di splay of old and present -day photographs of 
Chis lehurst, and gave us a most generOll s amount of first­
class help in preparing and mounting it. With expert com­
puting help from a Society member a four-page illustrated 
leaflet was produced. Twelve thousand copies were printed 
and at very short not ice, and in record time, our devoted 
road s tewa rds, and co mmittee me mbers, put leaflets 
through most of the letter-boxes in Ch islehurst. Bramley 
Library Service made our leafl ets availab le in neighbouring 
areas, and local businesses di splayed our posters. Support 
and encouragement came from our Member of Parl iament 
and borough counci llors. On the days themselves we were 
glad to welcome the mayor and mayoress, on an official 
visit, and also our European Member of Parl iament. 

By genera l acc laim the Days were a great success. 
Attendances at the various si tes and events totalled well 
over six thousand. At one attraction, wi th limited accom­
modation, there were queues for entrance almost conti nu­
ously from early on Saturday to late on the Sunday after­
noon. The illustrated talk at the li brary by Mr Roy Hopper 



had to be repeated to another full house. A long guided 
walk on the Sunday afternoon attracted a large and fai thful 
fo llowing despite pouring rai n. 

But it was not the large numbers, satisfying though they 
were, that most impressed at the time but rather the enthusi­
asm and interest shown on all sides. There was a bubbling 
excitement at new discoveries. People of all ages were not 
merely meeting the local heritage but rejoicing in it. Nor 
was it only people meeting buildings and art, but also peo­
ple meeting other Chislehurst people and enjoying their 
encounters. Everywhere there seemed an atmosphere of 
celebration and local felJowship. 

For every participant impressions wi ll have been person­
al and special. Any general appreciat ion of the various 
attractions therefore seems out of place. For the record, a 
brief li st of what was offered is given at the end of this 
report. We cannot adequately express our gratitude to all 
those many Chislehurst people whose generosity wi th their 
time, their premises and their services made these days pos­
sible. In recognition of this local support the Civic Trust 
secured us a grant of £300 towards our printing costs, thus 
enabling the net cost to your Society to be kept wi thi n our 
budget of £300. 

When we are next ab le to ask people to participate in the 
European Heritage Days - it wi ll not be in 1994 - we 
wi ll hope to have longer to prepare, and to make your 
Society'S ow n contributi ons even more e ffec ti ve. 
Meanwhile your Society will be responding in various 
ways to the very evident wish of Chi slehurst people to 
know more of all aspects of their local heritage. As a first 
step a local studies group has been fo rmed within your 
Society, and anyone who might be interested in contribut­
ing is invited to get in touch with Mr Roy Hopper (c/o 
Chislehurst Library) who represents the group on the exec­
utive committee. 

Finally, one regret can be mentioned. For these 1993 
Heritage Days our preparation period unavoidab ly spanned 
the sc hoo l ho lidays, with the resul t th at most of ou r 
Chislehurst schools, all of which are affili ated to you r 
Society, were unable to join in. On the next occasion we 
shall make sure the schools are briefed in very good time. 
As their achievements in the annual competitions for the 
Al un & Joy Jones Awards have shown, they have much to 
give to our appreciation of Chis lehurst. 

Vincent Dunleavy 

Buildings opened to the public 

Church of the Annunciation, High Street 
1968-70 ragstofle. 1nteresting illterior. Wall paintings 
and mosaic. Views f rom tower. 

Babington House School, Grange Drive 
Victorian, Jacobean house 1877, undergoing sensitive 
restoration. 

Camden Place, Camden Park Road (Chislehurst Golf Club) 
Fin e mallsion.Main block early 18C. One-time resi­
dellce of Napo/eon llf. 

Christ Church, Lubbock Road 
Large 1872 ragstol1e church. Stained glass. Views from 
tower. 

Cooper's Old House, Hawkwood Lane 
Brick house, late lSe. Interiors 1750. Cooper 's School 
grounds also open. 

Farrington's School Chapel, Perry Street 
Romanesque, 1935, brick. Short octagonal crossing 
tower. 

Foxbury, Kemnal Road. 
19C. mansion. Fine grounds. " 

Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road 
Victorian, 1868-70. Ragstone, Early English style. Rose 
w;'ldow. 

S1. Mary 's RC Church, Hawkwood Lane 
Ragstone church, 1854. Fin e chapel, 1874, original 
burial place of Napoleon 111. 

St. Nicholas Parish Church, Manor Park Road 
Medieval, enlarged 19C. 1nteresting stained glass, mon­
uments and churchyard. 

Events 
Photographic Exhibitions 

"Chislehurst's Heritage Past alld Present" 
"Babingtoll HOllse and the Bilbrough Family" 

Illustrated Talks "Chislellllrst - Past alld Present" 
Historical Walk around Chislehurst - Mutiel Searle 
Meeting on Commons with Chairman of Conservators 
Be ll -ringing. Organ recitals ~ Peter Calve I' and Mark 
Jones 
Guided tours of churchyards, bell-towers etc. 

The exhibition "Chis lehurst's Heritage Past and Present" 
presented at the Annunciation Church as part o f [he 
European Heritage Days 1993 comprised pictures from the 
collection of Pat and June Bushell , put together by them for 
the Chislehurst Society and mounted with the help of offi­
cers of Bromley Borough Council. This exhi bi tion is avai l­
able for use by other societies and schools. 

The ex hibition of photographs and archi va l materia l 
relating to the Bilborough family, displayed in Babington 
House School, was arranged by Mr J McGrane. 

Scadbury - ancient stronghold 
The 300 acre Scadbury Park es tate lies in the anc ient 
pari shes of Chislehurst and S1. Paul' s Cray , between Sidcup 
to the north, St. Paul 's Cray to the south and Chislehurst 
Common to the west. Despite its close proximity to these 
built-up areas it has kept its rural character. Just under half 
of the estate is mixed woodland, much of it ancient, con­
sisting mainly of oak, ash, alder, hazel, sweet ches tnu t, 
sycamore and birch. The fields which make up the remain­
der of the estate are used for pasture or hay. There are a 
number of public paths which provide pleasant walks , with 
entrances from Old Pen'y Street, S1. Paul 's Wood Hill , and 
St. Paul 's Cray Road. The whole area is des ignated as a 
Nature Reserve. 

The park is part of the former lands of the manors of 
Scadbury and Chi s lehurs t, and the moated ruin s of 
Scadbury Manor House lie near its south east corner. The 
moat is nearl y rectangular and encloses an island about 
45m by 55m upon which li e the foundation s of the ancient 
manor house, together with a pre-war wooden building for­
merl y used as an apple store. About lOOm to the north of 
the island is a terrace of four cottages built earl ier this cen­
tury for the estate workers, and about lOOm to the west of 
the island lie the foundation s of a demolished, mainl y 
Victorian, house. Immediately sou th of these foundations is 
an overgrown walled garden. The picture is completed by a 
wart ime defence point , some farm buildings and four 
ponds. 

There is no written information about Scadbury before 
the 13th century but the name "Scadbury" may mean "rob­
ber stronghold" from the old English "sceathaburh", and 
migh t possibly indicate occupation somewhere in the area 
in Saxon times. The first known occurrences of the name 
are as Scadhebi r in 1254 and as Scathebury in 1292. 

Chislehurst does not appear in the Domesday Book and 
the fi rst mention which we have of Scadbury itself comes 
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from a series of 13th century deeds relating to nearby 
Kemnal Manor in which the family of 'de Scathebury ' 
appear. The family name occurs in various documents and 
records up until 1350. 

Scadbury is usually associated with the Walsingham 
fami ly who originally came from Little Wals ingham in 
Norfolk. In 1424 Thomas Walsingham, a vintner from the 
City of London, purchased the Manor from a Thomas Dale. 
To what extent he actually resided at Scadbury is unknown 
since he also maintained a house in London. Fortunately we 
have Thomas' will dated 15th March 1457 which bes ides 
hi s Scadbury house also mentions an armoury and private 
chapel. The Manor was inherited by Thomas' son, Thomas 
Walsingham n, and then by his son James ( 1462- 1540) 
who was Sheriff of Kent in 1497. lames' son, Sir Edmund 
(J 480-1550) was knigh ted for hi s part in the battle of 
Flodden and later became Lieutenant of the Tower of 
London. The next owner, Sir Thomas Walsingham III 
( 1526- 1584) was a cous in of Sir Francis Wa lsingham, 
Secretary of State to Queen El izabeth I. Thomas III had an 
elder son, Edmund, who died five years after hi s fa ther, and 
then Scadbury passed to Thomas [V (1563- 1630). He is 
best known as a patron of the Elizabethan poet and play­
wright Christopher Marlowe. In 1597 Sir Thomas IV was 
knighted at Scadbury by Elizabeth I and thi s event is 
depicted on the Chislehurst village sign opposite Royal 
Parade. The last Walsingham owner was Thomas V (1600-
1669). He held the office of Vice-Admiral of Kent and sold 
the estate in 1655. Most of the Scadbury Walsinghams are 
to be found buried in the Scadbury Chapel in Chislehurst's 
Parish Church, St. Nicholas. 

Following the powerful Walsingham family the estate 
became the property of several di stinguished families. The 
last resident owner of Scadbury Manor was Major John 
Marsham-Townsend (1905-1975). The 300 acre estate was 
purchased by Sromley Council in March 1983 . It was 
opened by the then Mayor CIlr. Richard Foister, as a Nature 
Reserve in May 1985. 

Further detailed information of the Estate regarding its 
history, description of the moated buildings and its archae­
o log ical excavati ons may be fou nd in the pamphlet 
"SCADBURY MANOR" published by The Orpington and 
District Archaeological Society. Copies priced 50p may be 
obtained from the Chislehurst Library, Red Hi ll. 

B J Bull 

Water Facts and Artifacts 
Many will find it difficu lt to reconci le two apparent contra­
dictions - one, the rising water table under London and, 
two, the restrictions on water use during dry summers. 

The water level under London is ri sing by up to two 
metres a year and manufacturing industries extracti ng large 
quantities of water from their own artesian wells have gone. 
Owners of deep cellars are hav ing to install pumps and 
London Underground has to pump out three million gallons 
from tunnels and stations every single day. This water is of 
poor quality and, without passing through a treatment plant, 
goes straight into the Thames. No such plant is presently 
under construction. Furthermore, South East England is 
sinking by two millimetres every year and sea levels are 
projected to ri se. With the land going down and water com­
ing up, a very watery outlook appears to lie ahead. 

Thames Water is taking no chances, however, and is 
continuing its efforts to be able to increase the present 
quantity of 600 million gallons of treated water it pumps 
daily. In only a few months' time it will be pumping sur­
plus treated waler via the historic 17th century "New 

River" into a natural aquifer 60 metres under Enfield and 
Haringey. This is cons idered to be leak-proof and estimated 
capable of holding up to 33 thousand million gallons which 
can then be pumped out again in times of shortage for dis­
tribution via the new 50 mile long London ring main. Were 
more treatment plants to be constructed, still more water 
could be extracted from under London. 

The risk of serious future shortage of water is probably 
less likely than that of hav ing to abandon low lying London 
for higher ground ! 

Increasingly the idea of compulsorily metering domestic 
supplies becomes almost absurd. The capital cost would be 
over £100 million, plus £10 million per annum for mainte­
nance, meter read ing and installation. The economy in 
water use thereby induced would be hazardous to health 
and hygiene, as well as reducing the necessary copious 
flow through Sir Joseph Bazalgette's marvellous 19th cen­
tury sewerage system. Thames Water should think again 
about how to charge for their services without restricting in 
any way the desirable object of a constantly available copi­
ous supply of water. Small households might welcome 
meters and thereby save money but for large less well-to-do 
families forced to economise on water use by metered sup­
plies it would be an undesirable step back to the insanitary 
living conditions of more than a century ago. 

R.T. 

Bird Walks in Petts Wood 
Because of their expanding popularity the 'Bird Walks' in 
th e Nation al Trust wood land s of Petts Wood were 
increased to two in 1992 and 1993, both taking place in the 
month of May. In 1994 it was decided to hold the two 
walks in different seasons. The first was in March; the sec­
ond, on Saturday, 7th May, will be looking for summer 
migrants. 

Chislehurst residents are warmly invited to take part. To 
reserve a place and to obtain further detai Is of the walk, 
which begins at Chislehurst Station, please telephone the 
leader, Ken Palmer, who is a member of the National Trust 
Pens Wood management committee (0689 822646). 

STOP PRESS 
Buffet Supper at Foxbury 

There wi ll only be one social even ing at Foxbury 
thi s year as it is being renovated. Thi s wi ll be on 
Friday 13th May at 7.30 pm. Tickets, price £8.60, are 
available from Miss Pat Sushall on 467 2 11 8. 

National Trust Lectures '94 
28 April [994. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING -
Ca rol e Kenwright wi ll ta lk on IGHTH AM MOTE. 
Enquiries: 0689 8329 11 
12 May [994. BATEMANS by David Fox at 2.30pm 
Methodis t Church, Prince Imperi al Road , Ch is lehurst. 
Enquiries: 0689 8329 11 
26 May [994. VIEWS FROM A TRAIN by John Coiley at 
8pm Crofton Halls, Crofton Road, Orpington. Enquiries: 
0689832911 
23 June 1994. THE NAT[ONAL TRUST [N WESSEX by 
Tom Burr 8pm Crofton Junior School, Towncourt Lane, 
Pens Wood. Enquiries: 0689 8329 J 1 


