





upon its formation, the sides being carefully made,
and there are distinct remains of a special portion set
apart in the centre for those, perhaps, who took part
in the games"

The impression remains: the Cockpit has been a kind
of focal point in Village life for a long time. As
such, it has considerable symbolism, and I consider
the choice of its name for our Society’s journal to be
an excellent one. Even if the rising generation
dislikes the name and its combative associations, it
remains an integral part of Chislehurst history, and
we could perhaps emphasise the communal aspects of
both the Cockpit and The Cockpit, rather than the
bloodier side. Think of both Cockpits as public
arenas. The Cockpir has served, and will continue to
serve, as an arena for various aspects of Chislehurst
life, and we would be ill-advised to change its name.

Looking to the future

As a final thought, I wonder if it would be possible to
obtain the consent of the Commons Conservators to
conduct an exploration of the Cockpit. Not only
might it reveal evidence of cockfighting, but it might
also clarify ] W Marriott’s idea that the central
circular feature looked very like a bowl-barrow. It is
no use us throwing up our hands in horror at such a
notion; the Commons are quite rightly protected from
wanton vandalism, but may in themselves be
protecting and concealing valuable evidence for early
occupation. Hayes Common has revealed evidence of
Bronze age settlement, and apart from the Cockpit,
Mr Marriott thought there were other signs of
barrow-like mounds, much more easily visible in his
day. Any such investigation should be carried out
only by expert archaeologists, and could add
considerably to our knowledge of this hole in the
Common. Personally I think that it may have been
the local "quarry" for some of the material needed for
the rebuilding of St Nicholas Church about 1460.
Many such diggings were opened up during the great
building boom here in the 1870s, and the generally
messy results led to the idea that the Commons should
be preserved; and so they were. One way or another
a controlled examination of the Cockpit might be
really worthwhile.

Talking to another friend about this, and particularly
as to how The Cockpit got its name, he said: "Oh, a
member of the Residents Association committee said
‘Let’s call it The Cockpit, just like that, and so it got
its name". My friend should know: he was there at
the time!

Roy Hopper

s

Scadbury Excavation, 1995 Season

THE OLD BARN AT SCADBURY

Readers will know that Scadbury Nature Reserve,
which of course borders Chislehurst to the east,
contains the ruins of a moated, originally medieval,
manor house. Occupation there dates from the
thirteenth century. The manor was over the centuries
held successively by the de Scatheburys and the
Walsinghams, and later by the Bettensons,
Townshends and Marsham-Townshends who were
related. The Orpington and District Archaeological
Society (ODAS) are presently engaged in long-term
excavations at Scadbury. Throughout this year’s
excavation season, ODAS has been investigating the
ruins of a large brick building in the old farmyard just
outside the moated island. The tenant farmer will
soon need to use this farmyard, and so it was agreed
to dig there this summer.

In case any readers are unfamiliar with Scadbury,
perhaps one should first explain that the moated
manor house was abandoned and demolished during
the eighteenth century when the Townshend family
moved to Frognal. After that the estate was managed
from a mansion house (by now demolished) 100 yards
west of the moat. Near the mansion there used to be
a cluster of farm buildings around the farmyard,
roughly in the centre of the triangle formed by the
moat, the mansion and the farm cottages.

QOur strategy was to dig a sufficient sample of the
area, not the whole of it. We first opened a trench
across the site. This showed the presence of a large
brick building if one considered the brickwork
exposed in the trench, together with a short length of
still upstanding walling. We next exposed all the wall
foundations of this building. The brickwork is
identical in all respects with some on the island which
our excavation have shown to be of the fifteenth
century. The foundations were covered with layers
and drifts of broken roof tiles and bricks, with a layer
of clinker overall.

At this point it was clear that we had the remains of
a fifteenth century barn measuring 84 feet by 32 feet.
But why had it been demolished in such a strange
way? A visit to Bromley Library uncovered a report,
in the Bromley and Kentish Times for 6 April 1945,
of a wartime incident. A V1 flying bomb had hit
Scadbury on 28 March 1945 and destroyed the barn.
The report runs in parts as follows:

"Part of a mansion was damaged by a
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V-bomb which fell in Southern
England recently. Back walls were
ripped off, exposing the bedrooms.
Four of the staff were injured and
received hospital treatment - Frederick
Rose (butler), Jane Clunes (cook), M
Clunes (housemaid) /[both actually
Clunas], and Barton Orchard
(gardener).

A barn, stables and other outbuildings
were demolished and an oil shed
caught fire. John [actually Roland]
Belcher, a carter, released a horse
from the wrecked stables. The
occupants of four damaged cottages
and two lodges on the estate were not
hurt. A school and hospital were
slightly damaged".

Returning to the digging we next excavated a
rectangle inside the main entrance, which was in the
north-east wall, together with another area inside the
same wall. From these excavations we have been
able to infer that the barn has had an interesting
history, outlined below. An aerial photograph from
1934 exists but unfortunately shows little detail.
There are one or two other documents but little
precise information. Some of the following details
are not completely certain as yet, but the broad
sequence can be relied upon.

Probably around 1450, the barn was
build of brick with foundations
strengthened with mortared flint. It
had a gabled, tiled roof which must
have been timber supported. The barn
had double doors with a side gable
over, and probably a smaller door
opposite the main doors to form a
threshing floor between. There may
also have been a second entrance.
The original floor of the barn, and the
yard outside was made of sandy
pebbles from higher up the slope.
The barn would have been used for
temporary storage, threshing, and
winnowing of the cereal crops from
the manor estate. It must have been at
least the principal, and probably the
only, barn.

Probably in the late 19th century a
more elaborate suspended wooden
threshing floor (now gone, but
inferred from its supports) was

constructed. In about 1930, further
modifications were made to the
entrance with a new large doorway
being installed opposite, and a
bitumen on clinker floor was laid
throughout. It was during this period,
after the first war, that the Marsham-
Townshends moved back into
residence at Scadbury, which became
principally a fruit farm. The barn was
used for packing and storing apples,
largely Cox’s Orange (Mrs E Belcher
remembers this).

An interesting wartime relic found in the excavations
was a scatter of 0.22" used cartridge cases. These
were found, pressed by the bomb rubble, into the
bitumen barn floor at one end. This seems to show
that the Home Guard used the barn for indoor target
practice with the smaller bore 0.22" rifle. Farm
implements such as pitchforks and the blade of a
horse-hoe were also found in the rubble.

It is a great shame, and very bad luck, that the barn
was destroyed by the very last V1 to cause damage
and casualties (the last V1s fell harmlessly on 29
March 1945, and the last V2 fell on Orpington on 27
March 1945). A consolation must be that there were
no fatalities. It must have been a fine building, and
the remains are of considerable interest, as brick-
built, manor-estate barns of this age are comparatively
rare, It must have been part of the extensive building
programme at Scadbury of around 1450, which has
been revealed by the earlier ODAS excavation on the
island. Some 450 members of the public came to see
the barn foundations and the island (together with an
exhibition, slideshow, tea and cakes!) during the
annual Open Weekend on 16 and 17 September.

F A Hart

Some Memories of
Edwardian Chislehurst

My aunt, Miss M Pott, died recently aged 99 years.
When she was born in Camden Grove in 1896,
Chislehurst was a village surrounded by farms and
woodland.  Her paternal grandfather had been
coachman to the Edlmann family at Hawkwood and
her maternal grandfather had run the bakery, (later to
become Battles), opposite the Bull’s Head, with the
family living at"Abury" alongside.

It was the fashion then for local families to caretake
the larger houses that abounded in the area when their
owners were away, and my aunt spent some of her
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early years at "Wildcroft" in Southill Road. Having
a large garden to play in obviously delighted her and
her sisters; they often reminisced about that period
of their lives. Only the well-to-do owned their own
homes; the average family rented their
accommodation, and eventually my grandparents
moved to Adelaide Road. This meant that my
grandfather had the use of an allotment at the back
of the house (now a car park). It must have been a
great help economically as there were seven children
in the family, two more having died at a young age.
All these allotments were in use and well cultivated.

The children went to the Wesleyan School in
Willow Grove (pulled down in the 1960s and now
Furzefield). They had to pass Wilson’s Corn Store
on the corner of Willow Grove and the High Street
each school day, and some bright child suggested
that they teach the parrot, which hung in its cage
outside the store, his "A, B, C". They were so
successful that Mr Wilson had to put the cage
somewhere else to get a bit of peace and quiet!

One of the highlights of each year was the
children’s outing organised by Mr Line who owned
the Chislehurst Mineral Water Company in Park
Road. They were taken by the Company’s horse-
drawn carts to the fields behind the White Horse
Public House, where games were played and a
picnic, which included ginger pop and lemonade,
was provided by Mr Line.

Nearly all the girls, who left school at fourteen,
went into service and my aunt was no exception.
She joined her elder sister at one of the large
Chislehurst houses. Later they and their younger
sister (my mother) having saved sufficient money,
spent their time off at a secretarial college in
Bromley learning shorthand and typing, walking
there and back.

By the middle of the First World War they were all
working in offices in London. There were no buses
in those days so they walked to and from Elmstead
Woods Station in rain, snow or shine. Being further
up the line this was a cheaper option than
Chislehurst Station.

Sadly my aunt had to give up her home in Belmont
Lane and go into a Nursing Home in Sevenoaks a
few years ago, but her thoughts were all of home
and she now rests in peace in her beloved
Chislehurst.

Pat Bushell

The Concrete "Blockhouse"
in Kemnal Road

A local resident, Mr E C Parish of Edgebury, has
provided the following details of this "mystery
building" in an-attempt to get something done to
render it and its immediate surroundings safer.
These are extracts from a letter to the
NewsShopper, and we thank him for granting
permission to print them.

" refer to the large windowless building in Kemnal
Road (just past the bridle path or footpath leading to
Belmont Lane). It was built, I understand, as a
Regional Control Centre in the event of nuclear
war, similar presumably to the one featured in the
Daily Telegraph article of January 28th. I have
written to the Borough of Bromiley and to the
Chislehurst Society, and both bodies have viewed
the site and expressed interest but little action
appears to have taken place since I raised the matter
in March of this year.

"The site, which I visited again on July 22nd last, is
still unfenced and evidently a playground for
children and teenagers with two open manholes,
great piles of twisted and dangerous ironwork, and
two open doorways that lead to completely dark
recesses, 8 to 10 feet deep, where anything
dangerous and very unpleasant might happen. From
the graffiti there, access to the roof with its open air
shaft, is not too difficult, though I believe some
trees have had climbable branches recently lopped.

"There are two high notices - KEEP OUT and
DANGER - but it is quite clear from the foot- and
hoof-prints and graffiti all around that these are
ignored.

"Incidentally, the building itself and its history
should be of interest as part of Chislehurst’s history,
but I have never seen it mentioned, probably
because that was not possible until it came off the
Secrets List in 1993.

"Soon after we came to live in Chislehurst in 1951,
we watched the deep (30’ - 40’) excavations and
then the actual building. There are very thick
reinforced walls and no windows. A few years after
it was built (I can probably date this from family
albums of photos) myself, my wife and children and
a visitor from South Africa, were all taken inside
and shown around by the two men who said they
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came regularly to service the diesel engines driving
electrical generators, water and air pumps etc, and to
check food, water and fuel supplies. We were shown
a map room, bunks, toilets, shower rooms, food, fuel
and water storage; how air was filtered; radio (or was
it telephone) communication equipment for contact
with central government and other centres of regional
government in event of nuclear attack. We were told
there was another such installation at Tonbridge (or
Tunbridge Wells) I believe.

"At that time there was a high chainlink fence all
round the site and heavily padlocked gates, all kept in
good order.

"Are the diesels, generators, pumps etc still in the
building, I wonder?

"Part of the response I got from my enquiries of the
Land and General Services, Bromley, was to say that
the present owners of the land do not feel able to
meet the expense of either demolishing or properly
fencing the property. But is there not a legal
requirement upon owners regarding safety, especially
where children are concerned, as in the proper
fencing of a building site?

"Are any of the Tiarks family actual owners of the
land concerned? A Mr Morris from Bromley
Conservation and Environment Dept, who has visited
the site with me, has said he will approach the Land
Registry (or Search) to ascertain ownership”.

Footnote:

This matter is still being pursued. If any readers have
further information, please contact Roy Hopper at
Chislehurst Library.

It has been established that there is still a Tiarks
connection.

Charles Dunn 1913-1995

The sudden death, on November 1st, of Charles Dunn
came as a great shock to his wife Nita, members of
his family and to his many friends and acquaintances.
His bearing and lively intellect belied his age and only
those who knew him well were aware that he passed
his 82nd birthday in October. He was by far the
longest serving member of the Society’s Executive
Committee (approximately 35 years) and was the
Road Steward for Kemnal Road for over 20 years.

As the representative for Chislehurst on the Council’s
Advisory Panel for Conservation Areas, he served
continuously from its founding in 1971 right up to the

meeting of October this year.

Affectionately regarded as being a permanent figure
in local affairs, it is hard to accept that we are now
without him. Always forthright, but ever courteous
and calm, he held no fear of being in a minority of
one.

Over the years he contributed many interesting and
pithy articles for The Cockpit, including two for this
issue. It is sometimes said that no-one is
irreplaceable, and doubtless the vacancy on the
Committee will be filled, but alas, there will never be
another Charles Dunn.

Wall Between South Home/Nizels,
Kemnal Road, Chislehurst, Kent

The Society has written to the Department of National
Heritage as follows:

"This Society requests you to inspect this massive
brick wall with a view to making it Statutorily Listed.
It is approximately 25ft high with stout buttresses
topped with what appears to be fused blocks of
charred bricks.

“The main section on the north side contains a row of
four false Roman Arches about 10ft high and 8 to 10
ft wide, each containing three bosses on which urns
or plant containers may be stored. The side facing
south shows the wall reducing in thickness about 12ft
above ground level where it is about 2ft thick.

"Above the arches is a further row of similar arches,
but naturally without bosses for flower containers.
Within each of these upper arches however, there are
five vertical piercings about 5 inches wide varying in
length from about 5ft at the centre, decreasing to
conform with the shape of the arches. All but one of
these slots have at some time been filled in but are
still clearly visible as they are not filled in to the full
thickness of the wall. Most of these details have been
revealed only recently when much of the thick ivy
covering the wall was cut away.

"The Society has no knowledge of the history of this
wall, but as Kemnal Road was developed late last
century it is probably 100 years or so old. We do not
know why it was built so tall, but local rumour has it
that at that time the neighbouring owners were
the Bishop of Rochester on the north side and a very
prominent local resident, Mr Travers Hawes on the
other side, who presumably did not care much for
each other.
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"The rough sketch attached herewith may help you to
visualise this probably unique garden wall and
persuade you to inspect and confirm the desirability of
listing this extraordinarily interesting construction"”.

Footnote:
If any reader has further information about this wall,
please contact Roy Hopper at Chislehurst Library.

The White Horse

We are informed that this pub, which was so
comprehensively refurbished but unfortunately
renamed the Penny Farthing, is now trouble free and
enjoying much better trade.

The brewers, Medway Inns, admit the renaming of
this ancient pub was insensitive and inappropriate.
Furthermore, after representations from the
Chislehurst Society they agreed that none of their
pubs would ever be renamed without prior
consultations with the local Libraries and Amenity
Society of the area concerned.

They also say that although it is too soon for further
refurbishment, they will as promised consider
restoring the original name when they do so. After
all, seeing that part of Red Hill was renamed White
Horse Hill after the pub, what could be more fitting
and pleasing to local sentiment?

Charles Dunn

Henry Frederic Tiarks

We learned with regret of his death in his 95th year
on the 2nd July 1995. He was born at "Woodheath",
the property of his father Frank Tiarks in Kemnal
Road. This house was burned down in 1924 and
replaced by the present "Hoblands". He later resided
at the Tiarks’ family mansion "Foxbury" lower down
the road. Here apart from his City career at
Schroders the merchant bankers, he enjoyed his
sporting life. He was good at golf, tennis, and
particularly polo.

For about the last 30 years he had lived in Marbella,
Spain where with his own equipment he pursued his
professional interest in astronomy.

As an indication of his continued interest in
Chislehurst, he made the Chislehurst Society a most
generous gift of £1,000. Further to this, at the age of
92, he came over to Chislehurst from Marbella. He
enjoyed seeing Chislehurst again where, apart from
“Foxbury" itself, his chief interest was the sight of his
old polo fields (now the Hospital Playing Fields,

Perry Street).

He was still spritely with a good sense of humour.
Indeed, on arriving in Kemnal Road, he apologised
for bringing with him his charming English nurse
from Marbella, saying "I had to bring her with me;
they won’t let me go anywhere without her in case I
drop dead”. He had hoped to come over again but
did not manage it. He had lived a full and active life.
A true gentleman who will be missed by all who
knew him.

A well attended and impressive memorial service was
held on the 8th September at the Central Church of
the Royal Air Force, St Clement Danes in the Strand.
The Society was represented at the service by two
longstanding members, Mr Charles M Dunn and Mr
Geoffrey E L Goemans.

Charles Dunn

Arthur Battle

We regret to announce the death of Arthur Battle on
September 17th 1995, at the age of 96. The Battle
family were for many years the bakers of Chislehurst;
their shop faced the Bull’s Head in Royal Parade, and
there was also another shop in the High Street. The
family home was "Abury", on the corner of Bull
Lane. Mr Battle has left us a priceless memorial, in
the form of his book, published in 1989: "Edwardian
Chislehurst - Memories of the Village Baker". This
is quite unsurpassed for its detailed observation of life
and trade in Chislehurst at that time, and it is also a
reflection of the author’s enjoyment of life and his
keen memory. As long as his book is read he will
never be forgotten. Copies are available for loan or
reference at Chislehurst Library, and at other local
libraries, but it is now out of print and unobtainable
by purchase.

Roy Hopper
National Trust Petts Wood

On Midsummer Day in Petts Wood tribute was paid
to the National Trust in its Centenary year and to
William Willett, the originator of Daylight Saving.
Walkers gathered in Hazelmere Road and enjoyed
guided walks through the wood to see the sundial
commemorating Willett, and afterwards were invited
by Ann, Bob and Fiona Durrant to have a delicious
tea in their garden.

Willett’s grand-son and two great-nieces were
amongst the visitors to the exhibition in the
Towncourt Room which depicted the history of the
National Trust property of Petts Wood and
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Hawkwood. Orders were soon being placed for the
lovely video film Through the Seasons in Petts
Wood and Hawkwood* and the recently republished
book "In Trust for Chislehurst".

For some visitors, the day was an introduction to
the delights of our nearest National Trust property,
for others it was a reminder of how important it is
both for our recreation and as habitat for a
surprisingly varied and rich flora and fauna.

Members of the Society who visit the National
Trust’s Petts Wood and Hawkwood properties may
already have met the new Warden, David Clarke,
who joined the North Kent Team of Wardens in
December. He is 33 years of age and a
Cornishman by birth. He holds an HND in
Countryside Management and has a wide range of
countryside skills. David has worked for the Trust
in Cornwall at Pentireglaze and Cotehele. He will
be resident in the Keepers’ Cottage in Petts Wood.

*Through The Seasons in Petts Wood and Hawkwood, 20-
minute video. Price £7. 50. This can be ordered from Mrs D
M Saunders, 67 Broomhill Road, Orpington, BR6 O0EN
(01689 834689).

T "In Trust for Chislehurst" is available from the
Conservators® Office, Old Fire Station, Hawkwood Lane,
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PW (0181 467 1886), and from
several shops in Chislehurst, including the Post Offices in the
High Street and Royal Parade, and "Paper Lane" in the High
Street, Michael Simms on Royal Parade, and from the
Chislehurst Society, c/o 18 Church Row, Chislehurst, Kent
BR7 6PG, and the Frock Exchange in Walden Road.

New Publishing Venture
by The Society
"Historical Walks
Around Chislehurst"

This booklet describes two circular walks around
Chislehurst, describing the history of some of the
buildings and the Commons on each route. The first
walk begins at the Cockpit and the second at the
Cricket Ground. Written by Alice Sennett and
illustrated by a number of contributors, it should be
of general interest. It has been published by the
Chislehurst Society, who will benefit from every
sale. The price is £1.50 per copy.

It is available for sale from a number of shops in the
village. Otherwise it can be obtained direct from
John and Alice Sennett, and all members of the
Executive Committee. If applying by post please
send a cheque or postal order for £1.50 per copy
made out to the Chislehurst Society, and send this
with a 29p stamped addressed envelope, not smaller
that 9" x 6.4" (23cm x l16cm: A5 size) to: The
Chislehurst Society, c/o 18 Church Row,
Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5PG

We would like to invite all Road Stewards to sell
some copies to Members. This may perhaps be
done when collecting membership subscriptions. If
any Road Steward would like copies to sell, please
contact the Membership Secretary, Tel: 0181 467
1768.

+ The same who are also selling "In Trust for Chislehurst” (see opposite
column), and Business Support Services in Chislehurst High Street.

COMING EVENTS

Tuesday 20 February, at 8pm in the Methodist Hall, Prince Imperial Road. KEVIN MORRIS,
Conservation Officer for the London Borough of Bromley will give an illustrated talk on "Shop Fronts". The
talk will relate to Chislehurst and be of particular interest to all who would like to see more good design in
our local shopping streets. ALL WELCOME.

Saturday mornings, 9 March and 13 April. More of the very popular bird walks, led by the Chairman
of the Petts Wood and Hawkwood National Trust Committee. For details and to reserve a place please
telephone Ken Palmer on 01689 822646.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Society

will be held on THURSDAY 18 APRIL 1996
at FARRINGTON AND STRATFORD HOUSE SCHOOL, PERRY STREET
Full details will be distributed in advance with the Annual Report for 1995

The Cockpit is a Publication of the Chislehurst Society*. All material is copyright.
For further information or to discuss any issues raised in The Coclkpit,

please contact the editor at The Cockpit, PO Box 82, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5TT
*The Chislehurst Society, Registered Charity No. 298413
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