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fields where in spring I could watch the ploughman 
and his team of horses at work, while a lark sang 
overhead. Farther up Green Lane cows grazed in 
the meadows of Coldharbour Farm. Alongside the 
allotments ran a 'slip' - a Kentish word for a 
footpath - which led to more big houses in Kemnal 
Road, and also, more importantly for me, to the 
Scout Hut. Our Scout group, unusually, did not 
have a number, but carried the same name as the 
County motto: 'Invicta'. I think scouting probably 
had the greatest influence on me at this time. Kent 
Scouts were the only ones in the country to wear 
two County badges, one on each shoulder strap. 
And why not? We were twice as good as any other 
county! And what fun we had; week-end camps at 
Colonel Edlmann's farm, Hawkwood; summer 
camps by the sea, for those who could afford the 
12/6 per week; the County Cycle Marathon and 
other competitions. I still remember the thrill of 
coming third in a county signalling competition, 
with 48 points out of 50. 

My other great influence at this time, creating 
specially my love of music, was being a choirboy 
at the Wesleyan Methodist Church. I still recall Mr 
Lovell, our organist and choirmaster, saying, "If 
you make a mistake, make it loud. It will sound so 
horrible you will never do it again." As a piece of 
philosophy I have found it invaluable! 

A mile or so away, somewhere near the railway 
station, were Chislehurst Caves, to which many 
visitors came, but we were never sufficiently 
interested to find out about them, nor - oddly - did 
our schools, scouts or parents ever think of taking 
us. I was eighteen before I found out exactly 
where they were and visited them. They are man­
made, having been worked for the flints [and] the 
chalk, and some parts are reputed to date from 
Celtic times. A curious feature is that throughout 
the year they maintain a constant temperature of 55° 
F. 

Although Chislehurst had been the home of several 
notable people, including William Camden, the 
Emperor Napoleon III and Empress Eugenie, and 
William Willett, they aroused little curiosity or 
interest in our minds. We did come alive when 
two others made news: Sir Malcolm Campbell's 
record-breaking 300 mph and Doug Wright's 
selection for Kent and England. Doug's seven hat­
tricks in a career is still a world record. 

By the time I was twelve, a small cinema, now a 
Roman Catholic Church, had been built [1930]. and 

soon afterwards a library [1937]. Then the rot set 
in. Fisher's Farm, Coldharbour, was sold, the 
ploughman and the skylark disappeared, and estates 
of houses sprang up. The following years saw the 
population expand rapidly and the character of the 
village change. It became just one more dormitory 
suburb of London, the many small shops began to 
be replaced by larger firms, and by the time I left 
school new schools were on the way. Yet, with all 
the changes, nothing seemed to put any new 'life' 
into the place. Perhaps it would be an exaggeration 
to call Chislehurst 'weary, stale, flat and 
unprofitable', but I have never regretted leaving it. 
What, however, I do regret, and resent, is that my 
Kentish home has been swallowed into the great 
anonymous maw of Greater London. 

I am a Kentish Man, and proud of that! 

CALLING ALL COLLECTORS! SIDCUP 
STAMP AND POSTCARD FAIRS, 2005 

Sidcup Philatelic Society extends a cordial 
invitation to members of the Chislehurst Society 
who have an interest in old postcards and/or postal 
history collectibles, to attend their programme of 
Fairs during 2005. Events will be held at the 
Emmanuel Church Hall, Hadlow Road, Sidcup, 
between lOam to 4pm on the following dates: 

12'h February; 11th June; lO'h September; lO'h 
December. 

Up to ten dealers may be present. Refreshments 
will be available. For further details telephone 
(020) 8851 5858 

CHISLEHURST CAVES VENTILATION IN 
WORLD WAR 11 
by Rod LeGear, MAAIS, AIFA 

Before the Second World War the air circulation 
through the chalk caves was sufficient for tourism 
and mushroom growing. When the caves started to 
be used as a shelter the simple natural flow was 
insufficient and a more capable air system had to be 
introduced. 

The consulting engineers, Mott, Hay and Anderson, 
who were engaged to make several general 
improvements to the caves, conferred with a 
number of experts before introducing a ventilation 
scheme in 1941 consisting of a number of baffle 
walls to direct air flow and five fans, one intake, 
one internal and three outlet, to circulate air. 
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Numbers and the name of the passage to which they 
related identified all these fans. Several new 
passages were also excavated to join up galleries to 
improve airflow throughout the whole system. 

A small petrol motor drove one fan and the others 
were electric powered. The new passages included 
one linking the Inner to the Middle series, which 
also served as a useful second access tunnel, and 
one from the . Church' to an old shaft, which 
became known as the church 'denehole.' In 
bypassing an area of roof falls in the Middle series 
a small section of unrecorded tunnel was found, 
now known as the 'new cave. ' 

The airflow round the whole system was controlled 
by various doors at air intake and outlet points, and 
by which fans were running and at what speed the 
NO.l fan was set. A compld air management 
chart detailed which doors should be opened or 
closed and which fans should be operated, 
depending on the number of persons sheltering in 
the caves at anyone time, and the time of year. 

For example, if it was summer time and there were 
up to 1000 shelterers present the ventilation would 
be as follows. Air Inlet doors at both main 
entrances would be open, but those at the Church 
'denehole' and Woodlands exit would be closed. 
The air outlets at Main, Highclere and Upwood 
shafts would be open and the Dell Emergency Exit 
closed. The fans at Druids Passage and Pug End 
would be on, and all others off. 

With up to 5000 shelterers, only the Inner (or 
Main) series of caves was open. From 5000 to 
7000 the Inner and Middle series were opened . 
From 7000 to over 10,000 all three sets of caves 
were open, although casual shelterers were always 
accommodated in part of the Outer series, 
irrespective of numbers. For over 10,000 
shelterers in summer or winter, all air inlets and 
outlets were open, and all fans were running, with 
No.1 at full speed. 

This system worked quite well, but after a year it 
was concluded that sufficient airflow could be 
achieved with only three fans. Those at Main 
shaft, Highclere shaft and Dell Emergency Exit 
remained, and the fans at Druids' Passage and Pug 
End were removed in August 1942. As before, the 
flow was controlled by opening or closing of 
airflow doors and switching on or off of the fans. 
A new air management chart was produced which 
included emphasis upon the importance of keeping 

connecting passages unobstructed and doors in 
baffle walls closed: these all had self-closing 
springs. 

The remains of the No.1 fan motor and its control 
gear can be seen on the 'tourist route' at the base of 
the Main shaft next to its modern more powerful 
counterpart. The old wartime fan itself can also be 
seen on the floor nearby. The NO.3 fan at 
Highclere shaft was removed after the war and only 
the rusting remains of a control panel are left. 
Shortly after the end of the war the Dell Emergency 
Exit was walled off at the bottom of the flight of 
stairs and backfilled from the surface. At the same 
time the caves at the bottom of the exit were walled 
off from the rest of the system. In 2002 access was 
briefly remade into this section and the NO.4 fan 
was found on the floor near its original position, 
the small petrol motor having been removed in 
1945. 

SCADBURY YESTERYEAR: SOME 
MEMORIES IN PROSE AND VERSE 
by Roy H Rudd. 

Following a kindly remonstration by the bailiff, my 
sin being running through Scadbury without a pass, 
I fixed up a meeting with the Lord of the Manor. 
This proved to be a unique experience. 

[After 1 banging the large knocker on the solid front 
door of the Manor House, the Lord answered the 
door wearing well-worn brown corduroy trousers. 
I was led to the office and sat down, saying why I 
wanted a pass - to train regularly through his 
pleasant land, since I had a number of important 
races planned for the future. 

Standing up, his typewriter close to a window, he 
proceeded to type out the pass, to be renewed every 
three months. I was amused, since where he stood 
were two well-worn footprints sunk into the 
wooden floor. I commented on the sketch on the 
wall of a beautiful woman: "My niece married an 
Italian" - end of conversation. 

I left with the precious pass, thankful for having 
met the Lord of the Manor - a remarkable man, 
Major John Marsham Townshend. 

Scadbury 

Entering Scadbury through the giant five-barred 
gate, 
The Lodgekeeper's vigilant dog a rumpus makes. 
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No fear of turning an ankle on the well-kept drive, 
Whose way passes woodland cottages, that for a 
century have survived. 

The Manor appears where Elizabeth made 
Walsingham a 'Sir', 
An oak tree she left for posterity to refer. 
The late Lord of the Manor after smugglers the oak 
did name, 
And although Scadbury means 'Stronghold of 
Robbers' it eschewed notorious fame. 

o Id Manor fortified against German invasion 
might, 
Whose emerald terraced lawns jackboots never did 
bite, 
Since Scadbury's Lord, an officer guard, was 
fighting his country's campaigns, 
From which he returned, after a job well done, to 
preside over his domain. 

Passing the Manor down the hill, 
There're more cottages set on another hill, 
Then a hard climb amidst grazing land, 
Where nosing between the barbs the cattle appear 
so bland. 

Topping the hill the bailiff's house stands solid and 
square, 
A nd should he be attending his garden and you're 
lawfully there, 
He'll PllSS the time of day with a cheery wave, 
And you're privileged to have passed through 
Scadbury this way. 

BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS CURRENTLY 
A V AILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM THE 
SOCIETY 

Webb, Miller & Beckwith: The History of 
Chislehurst (1999 reprint of 1899 original) price 
£30, can be obtained from Roy Hopper via 
Chislehurst Library. Please leave a note of your 
requirements there, with name, address and 
telephone number, and he will contact you to make 
arrangements for delivery and payment. Please 
note that there are now fewer than 30 copies 
remaining and there are 110 plans for a further 
reprint. 

The next five items are available from the 
Chislehurst Society via PO Box 82, Chislehurst, 
Kent, BR75IT, or leave a message on the Society 
Answerphone, (020) 84670900. When ordering by 
post please enclose an addressed envelope size AS 
= 9 x 6 !7 inches or 23 x 16 cm. Please make 
cheques payable to The Chislehurst Society and 
include the amount to cover postage, indicated 
against each item. If two or more items are 
required please include in addition a similar 
amount of postage for each. 

Roy Hopper: Chislehurst - a Guide to some 
Heritage Buildings. 1996. £2-00 + 1'1 class 
postage. Relates to the twelve buildings open 
during Heritage Weekend that year. 

NEW PUBLICATION 

Roy Hopper: A Walk Along the Old Road from 
Sidcup to Chislehurst. 2004. £3-00 + 42p 
postage. This is an enhanced version of the talk 
given at the Summer Social in 2003, and includes 
almost exactly the same illustrations, prepared from 
slides shown at that time . 

John Mercer: The French Imperial Family in 
Chislehurst. 2002 . £2-50 + 1 SI class postage. 
Illustrated. Text of a talk given at a Chislehurst 
Society Social evening. 

AIice Sennett: Historical Walks Around 
Chislehurst. 1995. £2-50 + 1 SI class postage. 
Illustrated , plus a map . A handy companion for 
walks. 

Heritage Map of Chislehurst. 1999. £2-50 + 1S1 

class postage. Available flat or rolled in a tube. 
Features 24 important sites in the area with very 
brief historical details . Size 30cm x 42cm or 12in 
x 16'l2in, finely drawn and coloured and ideal for 
framing . 

Bookmark. This is in dark green leather with 'The 
Chislehurst Society founded 1934' and the oak tree 
emblem printed in gold . £ 1-00 + 1 SI class postage 

NB: Bookmark is 23cm long, but it will fit in an 
A5 envelope as specified . 

The Cockpit is a Publication of the Chislehurst Society*. All material is copyright. 
For further information or to discuss any issues raised in The Cockpit, please write to 

The Editor PO Box 82, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5TT - Tel: 020 8467 0900 
• . Website: www.chislehurst-society.org.uk • E-mail: genesys@ntlworld.com 

'The Chislehurst Society. Registered Charity No. 298413 
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