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Chislehurst Residents of Renown
Revealed by the Restoration of the Camden Place Map
The Chislehurst Society
obtained a badly torn
map relating to the 1890
sale of the Camden Park
Estate. Camden Place, now
Chislehurst Golf Club, is at
the heart of Chislehurst.
The map has been
painstakingly restored
by Paper Conservation
Services at the Imperial
War Museum,
Cambridgeshire. Using
heritage conservation
techniques the damage has
been mended, creases flattened
and stains removed. The
signature of William Willett,
who bought the estate, has
been revealed for all to see.

So much more
than a map
But it has been so much more than a map;
the whole project has allowed a team of local
volunteers to learn more about the area they live
in and share the heritage with many community
groups and schools. This map has helped
us to tell the stories of the residents who are
renowned for the legacy they left on Chislehurst
and the nation beyond.

Sir John Lubbock
1834 - 1913

Lubbock was fascinated by science
and palaeontology. In 1852 he explored
Chislehurst Caves, recording horseshoe bats
in one of the remote chambers. He even
wrote his name in the smoky chalk dust.
A left - handed bowler, he was Secretary
of the West Kent Cricket Club playing at
the Chislehurst grounds. His neat
handwriting can be seen in the archived
records of the club.
He moved with his wife and young family
to ‘Lammas’ on the Camden Park estate in
1861. Here he published his international
best seller ‘Pre-Historic Times; as illustrated
by ancient remains, and the manners and
customs of modern savages’ It was in this
book that the terms Palaeolithic and Neolithic
were first introduced.
Two of his children were born in Chislehurst
and the family entertained the rising scientific
men of the day, known as ‘The X Club’ at this
house. This was a dining club of nine men
promoting the theories of natural selection and
academic liberalism.
Lubbock’s dog, a black cocker spaniel called
‘Van’, that he taught to read, was bred in
Chislehurst. On being separated from his master
one day, the dog made its way back to the
railway station to be reunited with John!
The family left Chislehurst on the death of
John’s father and returned to High Elms,
Farnborough from where the newly titled Sir
John, became an MP (as did his grandson, Eric
Lubbock, in 1962). Sir John introduced 30 Acts
of Parliament, notably the Bank Holidays Act of

Banker, Philanthropist, Scientist,
MP who introduced Bank Holidays

1871 and the Ancient Monuments Act of
1882. Bank Holidays were initially known as
St Lubbock’s Days and workers praised his
name throughout the nation.
Emperor Napoleon was a visitor to High Elms
and Sir John returned to Chislehurst to pay his
respects on the death of the Emperor in 1873.
Sir John was raised to the peerage in 1900 taking
the title Lord Avebury, after the stone circle in
Wiltshire that he saved for the nation. In 1908
he gave his support to the Daylight Saving
Bill, the idea of another Chislehurst resident,
William Willett.
The Chislehurst Society commemorated the
centenary of Lubbock’s death. Eric Lubbock
unveiled a plaque in his grandfather’s honour
on the site of Sir John’s Chislehurst home in the
road named after him, Lubbock Road.

Napoleon III
1808 - 1873

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, nephew of
Napoleon Bonaparte, became President of
France in 1849 and declared himself Emperor
Napoleon III in 1853. He was deposed in 1870
after the Battle of Sedan in the Franco-Prussian
war. The Empress Eugenie and their son the
Prince Imperial escaped to England, where they
were offered, to the Empress’s apparent surprise,
Camden Place as a home by Nathaniel Strode.
Strode, a solicitor, had owned Camden Place
since 1860 and had spent large sums of money
transforming it into a French chateau. He also
managed a trust fund settled on the son of
Elizabeth Howard, who had had a liaison with
Louis Napoleon during an earlier sojourn in
England. It later transpired that Strode had
received 900,000 francs from the Emperor
during this time.
In the 1830’s Louis Napoleon had formed
another attachment with a young English beauty,
Emily Rowles, whose father owned Camden
Place. Louis Napoleon had often visited her there.
It is therefore not so surprising that Napoleon III
spent his exile in the village of Chislehurst.
On 20th March 1871 the exiled Emperor, who
had been imprisoned in Wilhelmshohe after his
defeat at Sedan, joined his wife at Camden Place
arriving at Chislehurst by train.

Napoleon III
Emperor of France
1852-1870

For two years the French court made the village
the fashionable place to be, but the Emperor
died at Camden Place on January 9th 1873.
He was buried at St Mary’s Catholic Church,
witnessed by thousands on The Common.
Following the tragic death of the Prince Imperial
in the Zulu War in 1879 the Empress removed
the bodies of both her husband and son to
a mausoleum she had built in Farnborough,
Hampshire, where they remain to this day.
The legacy of Imperial Chislehurst with its 467
telephone numbers relating to the letters IMP,
short for Imperial on old fashioned telephone
dials; roads named Royal Parade, Prince
Imperial Road, Louis Gardens, Imperial Way
and Empress Drive; rows of houses called
Eugenie Cottages and Eugenie Mews and even a
pub called the Imperial Arms remains a strong
tie to that brief moment of royal association.

Sir Malcolm Campbell MBE
1885 - 1948

Campbell was born at ‘Rossmore’ (now ‘West
Witheridge’ on Prince Imperial Road) 11th
March 1885, the only son of diamond merchant,
William Campbell. He was christened at St
Nicholas Church. He was brought up with
horses and could ride from the age of three.
He was first educated at Hornbrook House Prep
School and appeared as a little oyster in Alice in
Wonderland at Chislehurst Village Hall!
When he was twelve, Malcolm was fined 30
shillings for riding a bicycle at an estimated
speed of 27mph to the ‘confusion and terror’
of two elderly ladies on Summer Hill, the
magistrate said “I never want to see you going
at such speed again”!
The family moved to ‘Northwood’ in Manor
Park Road, Chislehurst in 1894 but Malcolm
moved out at the age of 18 as a direct result of
a heated argument with his father. He left the
area only returning as a visitor.
As a pilot during the First World War Malcolm
used the West Kent Cricket Club as a landing
strip when he visited his parents, who were by
then living at ‘Bonchester’, Camden Park Road.

Campbell photographs courtesy of Brooklands Museum.

He was awarded an M.B.E in 1918 for
his services to flying and was knighted in
February 1931.

Land Speed Record- Sept 1935
301.337mph Bonneville Flats, Utah
Water Speed Record - Aug 1939
141.7 mph Coniston Water, Lake District

Malcolm Campbell had a lifelong career testing
himself to see how fast he could go in ever
changing models of his cars and boats all called
Blue Bird. In 1935, a few months before his 9th
and final land speed record, he gave a lantern
lecture at Chislehurst Village Hall entitled ‘The
Story of the Blue Bird”.
One of the few racing car drivers to die of
natural causes, he passed away at 3 minutes to
midnight on New Years Eve 1948. He died in
Reigate but the funeral was held at St Nicholas
Parish Church, Chislehurst where he is buried
with his parents.

Sir George Hayter Chubb
1848 - 1946

Following his marriage in 1870 George Hayter
Chubb and his wife Sarah Vanner Early came
to live at ‘Newlands’ now Prince Imperial Road.
The house has been demolished and replaced
by ‘Maxwell House’; Robert Maxwell was a
director of the export business Chubb and
Maxwell. George’s mother came to reside at
‘Chevender’, almost next door. This house still
exists, ‘Chevender’ being an alternative name for
the chub fish.
George Chubb was chairman of the Chubb
Lock and Safe Company from 1882.
A company of international repute, locks were
provided to the Post Office, prisons, museums
and hotels. By 1914 the Chubb catalogue
showed 312 different safes, 18 strong room
doors and numerous door locks.
Knighted in 1885, Chubb became Baron
Newlands in 1900 and was created 1st Baron
Hayter of Chiselhurst (his spelling) in 1927.
The family were regular worshippers at the
Methodist Church, next door to their home.
The church had been largely funded by his wife’s
relatives. Lord Hayter was a great artist and
taught himself wood carving, the lecturn in the
church being carved by his own hands. Home
groups for Wesleyan meetings were regularly
held at ‘Newlands’. There is a plaque to the
Chubbs’ memory near the pew they occupied
in the church.

Chairman of Chubb Lock and Safe Company
and Founder of Farringtons School

Sir George was a great philanthropist, Chairman
of The Duchess of Albany’s Deptford Fund, he
led a fundraising committee of many wealthy
Chislehurst residents, including William Willett.
The Albany Institute, built with the proceeds
of the Duchess’s visit to Chislehurst in 1898,
still exists in Deptford today, in the form of The
Albany Community Centre. Albany Road in
Chislehurst is named after the Duchess, Queen
Victoria’s daughter in law.
In 1911 Farringtons School, in Perry Street,
was founded by Chubb, who was their first
Chairman and responsible for hosting the visit
of Queen Mary to the school in 1925. In 1934
his wife, now Lady Hayter, unlocked the great
bronze doors of the school’s new chapel; these
doors were cast in the Chubb company’s works
in Sydney, Australia.
A memorial tablet “in grateful memory of
George Hayter Chubb, founder, chairman
and friend of the school” can be seen beneath
a stained glass window in the chapel.
Chubb died on 7th November 1946, two years
before his hundredth birthday. At the time of
his death he was the eldest member of The
House of Lords and is laid to rest in St Nicholas
Churchyard in Chislehurst.

William Willett
1856 - 1915

Born 10th August 1856 in Surrey, Willett was a
builder of considerable repute, building estates
of houses in London and Hove.
In 1890 he purchased the Camden Park Estate
with the intention of building some 300 houses
on the park.
However difficulties arose over access rights
across Common land and only Camden Park
Road and The Wilderness were developed. ‘The
Cedars’ was built for him, opposite the entrance
to Camden Place, designed by Ernest Newton.

Photograph by Adam Swaine

Willett was a keen horseman enjoying early
morning rides through the Chislehurst woods.
His stables, also designed by Newton, can still
be seen today on Lubbock Road. In the summer
months Willett noticed that most of the houses
still had their blinds down and could not
understand why all these people were still in
their beds when it was light.
He published a pamphlet ‘The Waste of
Daylight’ suggesting putting forward the clocks
by twenty minutes on four occasions during
the Spring. In 1908 the Daylight Saving Bill was
introduced in Parliament but was turned down
by Select Committee.
Willett did not live to
see Daylight Saving
introduced in his
lifetime; In 1915 he
went to Spain to see to
business abroad and
contracted influenza.
He died back in
Chislehurst on 4th
March. He was 58.
He is buried in St
Nicholas churchyard.

Proponent of British
Summer Time

Daylight Saving was introduced during
WW1 on 21st May 1916.
In 1920 a public appeal raised £12,000 to save
88 acres of woodland which were purchased
and named Willett Woods in his memory. The
land was given to the National Trust in 1927.
The granite memorial in the woods, designed
by GW Miller, co-author of The History of
Chislehurst, was unveiled by Lord Camden,
Lord Lieutenant of Kent on 21st May 1927,
commemorating the passing of The British
Summer Time Act of 1925. It is in the form
of a sundial appropriately set to British
Summer Time.
The inscription reads
HORAS NON NÚMERO
NISI AESTIVAS
‘I will tell only the summer hours’.
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We are always interested to hear stories
and recollections and answer any questions
you may have, please contact:

605037.7.14

The Chislehurst Society
3 Queen’s Passage
Chislehurst
Kent BR 7 5AP
Telephone: 020 8467 0900
Localhistory@chislehurst-society.org.uk

